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   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]

* Canada: Opposition fails to quash B.C. ruling on child porn.
* UK: Doctor calls for schoolgirl birth control implants.
* USA: Bill requires 'chemical castration'.
* UK: 'Don't stand so close to me'.
* UK: Museum unveils a child-free gallery.
* USA: Federal Court Smashes Net Censorship Again.
* Russia: The Moscow Times reports a new study on teen sex.
* New Zealand: Overseas paedophiles on run in NZ.
* Conference report - "secondary fathers".
* Cheap cellphone will access net from anywhere on the planet.
* UK: Fascist activists use the anti-paedophile campiagn to 
  spread hate-propaganda and seek new recruits.
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Canada:
-----------------------------------------------------------

February 3, 1999

_Opposition fails to quash B.C. ruling on child porn_

Passions ran high through a day of increasingly 
partisan Parliamentary debate, but in the end the 
governing Liberals voted to stick with Justice Minister 
Anne McLellan's decision to let a controversial B.C. 
ruling on child pornography be decided by the Supreme 
Court.

--

(CP) Reformers failed Tuesday in their bid to push the
federal government to intervene in a British Columbia 
judge's ruling that declared a child porn law 
unconstitutional. 

The Reform party introduced a motion in the Commons 
calling on the government to do whatever necessary 
to uphold the law prohibiting possession of child 
pornography, even if it means using special 
constitutional powers that have never been invoked
at the federal level. 

The vote was 143 against the motion, 129 in favour. 

--

In 1992, the federal government released a report which
claimed one of three males, and two of three females, 
were victims of sexual abuse.
 
In response, Parliament changed the Criminal Code on child
pornography in 1993. Previously, it was an offence
punishable by a maximum of two years in prison to make or
distribute "any obscene material." The offence now includes
possession, and the maximum penalty has jumped to 10 years.

--

A Toronto civil liberties lawyer says the law is
unconstitutional and gives police far too much power. "(The
B.C. ruling ) has returned a little bit of the balance to
privacy, freedom of conscience and belief, and taken a
little bit away from the police," says Frank Addario, the
lawyer who defended Toronto artist Eli Langer after police
tried to seize Mr. Langer's paintings depicting nude boys. 
"The police are still armed with many, many weapons to
combat depredations against children," he said. The B.C.
judge, he continued, "did not decriminalize the making (of
child pornography) or sex-assault laws that still apply to
any attempt to engage children in sexual activity, which
any right-thinking person would agree should be a criminal
offence."

He cites an example of two people legally married at 17
deciding to memorialize their honeymoon night on the
Betacam given to them as a wedding present. "If the police
found out about the video, they could get a search warrant,
knock down your doors, get a wiretap and listen to your
private conversations and launch an investigation. 
"The law doesn't just apply to pedophiles, it applies to
collectors of art who could be criminalized. Some would say
that's going a bit far. I say that's going too far." 

Mr. Addario points out that the B.C. judge also looked at
the sum of social-science literature dealing with the
"impulse relief," or masturbating habits of sex offenders,
as a significant factor in the possession of child
pornography.

------------------------------------------------------------
                              
  

UK: ("Chemical cosh" #1):
----------------------------------------------------------

February 3 1999    

_Doctor calls for schoolgirl birth control implants_

  GIRLS as young as 12 could be fitted with long-term
contraceptive devices at school at the same time as
receiving their rubella jabs, a family planning expert
suggested yesterday.

John Guillebaud,medical director of the Margaret Pyke
Family Planning Centre in London, said a new device that
will prevent pregnancy for three years could be used in
areas with high teenage birth rates.

"In the future, and as a social policy, when you have an
area with a huge rate of teenage pregnancies you could go
into a school, obviously with the consent of the parents,
and fit this device so that everybody would start out not
being able to have a baby," he said.

The device, called Implanon, is manufactured by the Dutch
company Organon and was given its European licence just
before Christmas. It is a tiny rod, fitted under the skin
of the arm, which secretes a hormone that prevents
pregnancy. It can be removed if the woman decides she wants
to become pregnant.

Professor Guillebaud said the fact that the device was
"forgettable" made it ideal for use by young women who
tended to forget to take the Pill and who did not want to
be fitted with a coil. Girls are given their German measles
vaccination when they are about 12 or 13, and Professor
Guillebaud said this could be an opportunity to fit the
Implanon rod.

----------------------------------------------------------



USA: (Chemical cosh #2):
----------------------------------------------------------

_Bill requires 'chemical castration'_

Tuesday, February 2 1999

In an ordinary gray house nestled in Portland's Sellwood
neighborhood, Dr. Barry Maletzky quietly injects a drug --
and a controversy -- into the arms of men who have
committed unspeakable acts against children. 

Twice a month, about a dozen male patients slip into
Portland's Sexual Abuse Clinic, tucked amid antique shops
lining the 8300 block of Southeast 13th Avenue, and roll up
their sleeves for a dose of medicine that some lawmakers
contend could offer a cure for child molesters.

A bill before the 70th Oregon Legislature would make the
state one of a growing number of states to mandate
"chemical castration" -- regular injections of a
testosterone-reducing drug -- for pedophiles. 

According to Maletzky, the clinic's director and a
professor of psychiatry at Oregon Health Sciences
University, the treatment can reduce sex drive but doesn't
eliminate it. The effect wears off when the injections
stop, said Maletzky. Some of those patients take
the shot voluntarily; others take it as a condition of
their probation.

House Bill 2500, introduced by state Rep. Kurt Schrader,
D-Canby, would demand that all repeat sexual offenders be
"chemically castrated" before they are released from Oregon's
prisons. It also would grant the Board of Parole and
Post-Prison Supervision the discretion to inject first-time
offenders.

If released sex offenders stop showing up for their shots,
they would be sent back to prison under the proposed
legislation.

A similar bill passed the House last session but died in
the Senate without a hearing. The proposal also gives
inmates "the option" of surgical castration, Schrader said. 

Depo-Provera -- the drug that would be used under Oregon's
proposed legislation -- originally was developed as a
contraceptive for women. Its side effects, when used in
men, include breast enlargement, nausea and hypertension. 

Despite the constitutional, medical and ethical questions
chemical castration raises, several states have passed laws
mandating the procedure. 

In 1996, California became the first state to pass a
measure known as a "chemical castration" law. Florida,
Georgia, Louisiana and Montana passed measures in 1997.
Efforts are under way to enact similar legislation in Iowa,
Kansas, Missouri and Wisconsin. A Texas law allows repeat
sex offenders to elect for surgical castration under
certain conditions. 

Depo-Provera injections are already being ordered on a
case-by-case basis for a handful of Oregon ex-convicts, 
said Diane M. Rea, chairwoman of the Oregon Board of 
Parole and Post-Prison Supervision.

But there is no formal state policy mandating the
practice. 

The American Civil Liberties Union has argued that
"chemical castration is cruel and unusual punishment when
forced." 

Although Schrader said most feedback on the bill has been
positive, medical professionals have been slow to embrace
legislation of the procedure, saying it should not be used
as a blanket punishment because it does not work on all
offenders.

"Our concern about mandating is that legislation makes it
sound like a complete treatment when it really is a
temporary preventive, rendering a person safer to be at
large while they're in treatment," Maletzky said. "It's
only the behavioral and cognitive methods that can take 
hold and last for a lifetime." 

Maletzky is the only psychiatrist in the state who
prescribes the procedure, and one of only a few doctors to
administer the drug.

Legislators who support chemical castration point to
European studies, which have shown that reducing the
testosterone levels of sex offenders reduced their sexual
offenses dramatically. In a Danish study of 900 surgically
castrated sex offenders followed for up to 30 years, their
recidivism rate was only 2.2 percent.

But what the Denmark study doesn't show, according to Dr.
Fred Berlin, founder of the Johns Hopkins Sexual Disorders
Clinic in Baltimore, is what effect the drug will have on
patients who have been forced to take it. 

The Denmark study only included sex offenders who
"volunteered and were interested in having this treatment,"
Berlin said.

"It's out on whether (chemical castration) can lower
recidivism in people who have it imposed on them against
their will," Berlin said. 

No conclusive studies fully support the contention that
sex offenders are the most compulsive, recidivistic and
unrepentant of all criminals. 

Another problem, according to Berlin and Maletzky, is that
the Oregon proposal does not mandate counseling, and little
treatment is offered offenders inside prison or out. 

Four years ago, lawmakers shelved an Oregon State Hospital
program for imprisoned sex offenders, saying the program
was too expensive and produced little proof that it reduced
recidivism. Two years later, during the 1997 Legislative
session, lawmakers decided to stop funding in-prison
programs for sex offenders for much the same reason. 

Responsibility for treating the state's worst sex
offenders after they are released has since fallen on
individual counties. 

----------------------------------------------------------


UK:
----------------------------------------------------------

_'Don't stand so close to me'_

2nd Feb 99

She was young and "hungry for love". He was adored by all
the girls at the school for his boyish enthusiasm. Daniel
A. was - and still is - by all accounts, a brilliant
teacher, passionate about the subjects he taught, history
and drama, and interested in the welfare of his pupils. But
somewhere along the line, messy emotions intervened.

Last week at Southwark Crown Court one of his former
pupils, now 28, accused A., 54, of taking her virginity
when she was just 14. She claimed they had sex at the
school, in hotels and at his home. He accepted that he had
an "extraordinarily passionate" affair with the girl - but
only after she left school, aged 18.

The girl in question also told the court A. wrote a
spoof reference when she was only 15, including the lines,
"I can unhesitatingly recommend her as a lover. All in all,
I would say she could manage any position." 

A. denied many of the lurid details, and was found not
guilty on five counts of indecent assault.

According to him, his involvement with the girl was
"normal" until she was 17, when he wept and poured his
heart out to her over the break-up of his marriage. He also
said he stopped the relationship after meeting the woman
who was to become his second wife. By this time the girl
was at university and dating other men.

As A. told the court: "It was something that should
have been left at the adulation it was before she left
school." Adulation is really the key word here, one that
most young male teachers have to come to terms with at some
point in their careers, particularly if they work in a
single-sex school.

At Angadi's school, however, the atmosphere seemed
especially intense. "The girls all fell in love with him,
of course", says Miranda, one former pupil. "One mother
even complained about it, but that was what all
14-year-olds did really. We spent our whole time having
crushes." Angadi, as he is known, was - and still is - an
extremely popular figure with all ages, it seems. There was
an appeal to cover his legal costs, to which two
headmistresses, a number of parents and ex-pupils donated
generous sums of money.

He would regularly produce plays with his pupils, and took
one production to Edinburgh which was a great success. His
mother was a successful novelist, and his father an Indian
intellectual. "He was from a typical liberal,
Hampstead-type background, a real egalitarian," says
Amanda, an ex- pupil in her late twenties who still keeps
in touch with his family. Like all the ex-pupils I spoke
to, she was deeply loyal about him. "He didn't flirt, but
was very enthusiastic and he always seemed younger than his
years. He was hugely energetic and used to cycle to school
everyday." A. was, by all accounts, charming and deeply
compelling compared to the other, mainly female, mainly
older, staff.

Yet whereas some male teachers courted female attention,
A. appeared to have more integrity, which was another
aspect of his charisma.

Lucy, another ex-pupil now in her thirties, recalls the
time A. took her to the British Library to work on a
translation of a medieval miracle play he was producing.
"He got me in by saying I was an undergraduate when I was
only 17. To me that was madly exciting, and to be
collaborating on something like that was great. It wasn't
just the illicitness of it, but that fact that he treated
me like an adult and like a colleague."

Miranda describes a competitive atmosphere where girls in
her class would vie for his attentions. "He was just
gorgeous - girls felt very strongly about him. All the
plays we did with him were so exciting. He was such an
influence on so many girls' lives. He had this mellifluous
voice and taught us about Marxism." He also had an office
near the drama department which he did up - with the aid of
willing helpers. "Girls used to queue up to help him do
that."

At one point, he asked Miranda to sit beside him during
class - it was, she insists, completely innocent. "Other
girls were so jealous, I remember, they wouldn't speak to
me for days. Looking back, it's a bit weird, but at the
time it was so innocent, paternal really."

The crossover between paternal and romantic figure was
muddling for the girls, and perhaps for A. as well. One
ex-pupil says, "He was a tremendous mentor and the only
person who really treated us like equals: he cared about
what we had to say."

----------------------------------------------------------



UK: 
----------------------------------------------------------

2nd Feb 99

_Museum unveils a child-free gallery_

CHILDREN are to be banned from one of the galleries of a
97m arts, science and nature centre, funded by the
National Lottery, because they are too noisy. 

The move follows private research which showed that the
thing adults hated most about visiting science museums was
the noise from children. 

The head of At-Bristol, which opens next year, is Gillian
Thomas a former assistant director at the Science Museum in
London. She said if the experiment of having one "quiet 
gallery" is a success, it is sure to be considered by other 
museums and galleries. 

----------------------------------------------------------




UK: interesting for the comment on 4000 UKP cost the private 
non-police examining of computer equipment seized in the 
raid:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Games pirates are 'let off'_

  THE computer games industry is seething after four known
criminals were released with a caution after being caught
in raids in which pirated games worth more than 1 million
were seized. 
<snip>
The raid on homes in Sheffield involved 14 police officers, 
plus trading standards officers and Elspa investigators. 
The association then spent more than 4,000 examining 
seized software and equipment. 

<snip of the usual alarmist rubbish about how software 
piracy is funding IRA gangs, Islamic activists, etc
Suprisingly, no mention of paedophiles! >

----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Federal Court Smashes Net Censorship Again_

02/01/99

A federal judge imposed a preliminary injunction on Monday
against the government from enforcing the latest Internet
censorship law aimed at children.

 The Child Online Protection Act threatens the free-speech
rights of a broad group of plaintiffs representing
mainstream and unconventional plaintiffs, said U.S.
District Judge Lowell Reed Jr., in his ruling rendered
Monday in Philadelphia. 

"The judge's decision was a sweeping victory," said Barry
Steinhardt, associate director of the American Civil
Liberties Union in New York. "This represents an unbroken
string of victories for free speech in cyberspace," he
said. 

"The Justice Department is reviewing the judge's decision
as to whether to take it to a higher court," said Justice
Department spokeswoman Chris Watney. The American Civil
Liberties Union led the battle on behalf of 17 Internet 
sites against the Child Online Protection Act, or COPA, 
passed by Congress last fall. 

----------------------------------------------------------



Russia:
----------------------------------------------------------
  
February 3 1999     

The *Moscow Times* reports a new study by the Sociological 
Centre of the Russian Academy of Education, which says
the percentage of girls under 16 who claim to have had 
sex doubled from 16 per cent in 1993 to about 33 per cent 
in 1995. Thirty-six per cent of boys under 16 had sex 
in 1993, and 44 per cent in 1995.

Schools, which began to teach sex education for the first 
time in the 1990s, stopped in 1997 after parents complained 
about explicit questionnaires given to children.

Although in private Russians are far more open than the
British about sex, public education on the subject has
barely started, leaving young people to find out about 
sex through friends, magazines and television.

Medecins Sans Frontieres has launched a media campaign to
persuade Russian teenagers to use condoms. Ilona van de
Braak, the campaign co-ordinator, said that "young people
are well informed, but HIV [the Aids-related virus] is seen
as so remote that they take no preventive measures".

Organisers are hoping that Yuri Luzhkov, Moscow's Mayor,
who backs the Orthodox Church stance against sex education,
will not object. During a similar campaign last year, he
ordered posters to be torn down and banned educational
advertisements on a government-backed television channel. 

Charities claim that forty percent of Russia's children 
are chronically ill, due to the collapse of some areas
of the Russian healthcare system.

----------------------------------------------------------



New Zealand:
----------------------------------------------------------

January 29, 1999 
  
_Overseas paedophiles on run in NZ_

The police are pushing for a law change to get rid of
foreign criminals allegedly hiding out in New Zealand 
because there are no extradition treaties with their
home countries. 

Wellington-based Interpol head Greg Allan said a draft of a
proposed new law going through Parliament included a clause
allowing one-off extraditions to countries with which New
Zealand had no extradition treaties.

In the last two months, Christchurch and Timaru police have
arrested four men wanted in Australia on sex-abuse charges.

In the last three years, the police have sent home nearly
35 Australians hiding out in New Zealand. 

New Zealand was close, cheap to travel to, had the same
culture, language, and food, and some of the fleeing
Australians had relatives living in New Zealand. It would
be hard to stop all wanted people entering New Zealand, he
said.

The police were working on sending home about 20 foreigners
wanted by overseas police, Mr Allan said.
 
-----------------------------------------------------------



Conference report:
----------------------------------------------------------

_'Secondary' fathers threaten evolutionary theory_

THE accepted scientific account of the evolution of
marriage, fatherhood and the family has been rocked by the
discovery that some societies believe a child can have
several fathers.

 Participants at the annual meeting of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science were told of a
new threat to the scientific evolutionary picture that
places great emphasis on fatherhood.

 Evolutionary biologists hold that we evolved with one
overarching purpose - to pass our genes to the next
generation. As a result, scientists have argued that the
relationship between men and women is based on a trade-off:
men look after women and their children in return for
fidelity that guarantees that the children do belong to one
father, said Prof Stephen Beckerman of Penn State
University.

 "Contemporary men are thus argued to be intrinsically
jealous, women to be inherently coy," he told the meeting.
This meshes with the folk belief, accepted in the West
since Biblical times, that a child has only one biological
father. However, this assumption is undermined by the
discovery that some non-Western societies hold that every
man who contributes sperm during a pregnancy contributes
biologically to the child. "We now know that only one sperm
and one egg contribute to each child," said Prof Beckerman.
"But no one knew this scientifically until 1879," he said.
Before then, "it was just a lucky guess that Western folk
biology was correct".

 The alternative belief, called partible paternity, is
common among indigenous groups in South America, is found
in at least one or two places in New Guinea and may occur
today on the Indian subcontinent - at least 18 groups
widely separated in distance and culture.

 "Modern evolutionary scenarios that assume certainty of
paternity as a crucial element in the evolution of modern
humans from African hominids may be incorrect," he said.
"This may have important implications for the evolution of
the human family, including marriage, the sexual division
of labour, and the idea of fatherhood."

 The behaviour of our ancestors is usually extrapolated
from that of chimpanzees: females only mated with males
when in heat and the many suitors took only a cursory
interest in offspring. This was replaced, according to the
standard evolutionary scenario, by a proto-marriage, where
men and women foraged for different resources and males
provisioned females and their young in return for paternity
certainty from females who were now receptive all year
round.

 But Prof Beckerman said: "Not only does the contrary idea
of partible paternity exist in many South American groups,
but these groups have managed to create societies where
families exist and successfully raise children even though
they have multiple fathers."

 Two previous studies indicate that children with multiple
fathers have higher survival rates. Secondary fathers
supply meat or fish for the child, or protect it from
danger.

----------------------------------------------------------



'Interesting hardware' corner:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Chameleon cellphones will work anywhere in the world_

 -- New phones are highly portable and adaptable

February 3 1999

Mobile phones that adapt themselves to work on whichever
cellular system they happen to be in are expected to come
on the market next year.

The technology is based on a digital signal processing chip
that can use different configurations depending on the
radio system required. One of their key advantages is that
they will adapt to third-generation cellular systems now
under development.

The new phones will go one step further than the newly
introduced Ericsson I888 World phone, which will work
almost anywhere on the planet.

The "call from anywhere" phone is a joint development by
BellSouth Cellular and California-based QuickSilver
Technology. It uses QuickSilver's Adaptive Computing
Machines (ACM) that will automatically change their
configuration to work on different networks. 

* The phone also has a built-in data capability and an 
* infra-red port, so notebook and palmtop computer users 
* can update their e-mail and even surf the Web almost 
* anywhere without using wires.

"With ACM technology, cellphones will virtually act as
chameleons, easily adapting to different networks as well
as configuring to work with future technologies," says
Becky Jackson, director of strategy at BellSouth Cellular. 

Ericsson's I888 World phone operates on both the
frequencies used in Europe (900 and 1800MHz) and also the
1900MHz frequency used in many US cities.

The I888 World comes with a travel charger with five
different plugs, covering most popular business
destinations around the world. It will come on the British
market next month at about 180 UKP. 

------------------------------------------------------------



Book/academic notes:
------------------------------------------------------------

Hunter, J., "The Phallic Child: Its Emergence and Meaning 
in a Clinical Setting," American Journal of Psychotherapy, 
1995, 49, 3, pp.428-445.

--

From an academic mailing-list on the history of sexuality:

3rd Feb 99

"Other papers in press are on sexual taboos in [the Bible],
and pederasty and the centurion's servant.

[No further details]

--

Review of: "Contemporary Society - Childhood and Complex 
Order", by Georg Pfeffer and Deepak Kumar Behera, Eds, 
Manak Publications, New Delhi.  Review by D. Raja Ganesan 
in: The Hindu, India, November 17, 1998.  

[No further details]

--

Dr Gill Valentine - 1996.  "Children should be seen and not 
heard: the transgression of adult's public space".

Dept of Geography, Sheffield University, England.

[No further details]

--

Psychiatry, Psychology and Law, Vol 4 No. 2, 1997.
_Science and the Mismanagement of Rapists and Paedophiles_
by N. McConaghy
 
Abstract:
"Data once accepted in the scientific literature tend to
resist evidence demonstrating that they are incorrect and
continue to be accepted. In relation to rapists and
paedophiles this has resulted in their continuing to be
individually assessed by the invalid procedure of penile
circumference plethysmography and to be treated by
procedures which aim to modify their sexual preferences
despite evidence that such modification is not possible.
Relapse prevention continues to be the currently most
widely accepted treatment, despite the only well-controlled
evaluation demonstrating it to be ineffective if not
harmful."

--

_No Go the Bogeyman -- Scaring, Lulling and Making Mock_, 
by Marina Warner. Jan 99. Farrar Straus Giroux. 434 pp. $35.

From the Beast to the Blonde, Marina Warner's previous work
of grandly exuberant cultural history, was subtitled "On
Fairy Tales and their Tellers" <snip gushing praise>

 Now Warner has returned with a comparably ambitious survey
of how folktales, art and mythology deal with fear, in
particular with masculine figures of dread: ogres, giants,
cannibals, devils, strangers, serial murderers. No Go the
Bogeyman -- the enigmatic title echoes a line from the poet
Louis MacNeice ("It's no go the Yogi-man") -- starts with
an analysis of Goya's gruesome "black" painting "Saturn
Devouring His Child" and closes with reflections on our
contemporary obsession with pedophilia. In between, this
capacious volume considers the affinity of children and
monsters, <etc, snip>

--

Archives of Sexual Behavior, Dec 1998

_Boys and sexual abuse: an English opinion_ 
by D. J. West.

Abstract: 
"The nature and significance of sexual encounters between 
boys and older persons have been studied. Moral problems 
caused by sex between men and boys can be handled better 
if the moral outcry from media can be lessened. True 
victims of child sexual abuse can be served better if 
penal laws are more discerning. Harsh measures should be 
restricted to persons who exhibit criminal or dangerous 
behavior. Additional protection which exists in some 
European countries can be implemented by persons of 
trust such as parents, teachers, doctors or employers."

------------------------------------------------------------




Book review:
------------------------------------------------------------

The Economist, London.  December 5th 1998.

_Books_

Anne Higonnet "Pictures of Innocence"
James Kincaid "Erotic Innocence, the Culture of Child-Molesting"

_Reliable truths about parents, children and families are 
inevitably mixed with myth and anxiety, as several new or 
recent books remind us._

The opposite of "innocent", when said of children, is
"knowing". For adults, the opposite of "innocent" is
"guilty". What links these two pairs of ideas is more than
a simple pun. For parents normally feel very responsible
for the innocence of their children. If it is blemished or
destroyed, the parents must surely be guilty: for abusing
trust, for failing to protect, for neglecting helplessness.
The stricter the parents' sense of responsibility, the
purer the imputed innocence. How much easier it is to
picture cosy, Enid Blyton lands of carefree children than
to enter the passionate worlds full of angels and monsters
that the young invent for themselves. It tells you a lot to
watch a school playground where big older children bully,
intimidate and covertly torture small or awkward ones
longing to join in and be popular. Nor are young children
sexually innocent. They whisper garbled versions of the
facts of life to each other; they play doctors and
nurses-you show me yours and I'll show you mine. All
children do. Remember? But they choose to do those.,
secret, tingly things with one another, rarely with
grown-ups, who tend to forget. Innocence in Arcadia is, of
course, a myth that frw parents will hold to if pressed.

[other new general books on childhood mentioned]

The issue is fraught. Innocence is in the eye of the 
beholder, and today's post-Freudian beholders have lost 
it. Look at Lewis Carroll's photographs, let alone child 
beauty contests, without being aware of the disturbingly 
ambiguous feelings they provoke? Anne Higonnet's 
thoughtful book, "Pictures of Innocence", studies the 
depiction of children in painting and photography. "No 
subject," she writes, "is as publicly dangerous now as 
the subject of the child's body." Her introduction barely 
gets to page two before the serpent of child sexual 
abuse enters the Garden of Eden. Children's beauty and 
their vulnerability to abuse have become linked in a 
volatile mixture of protectiveness and fear. The
unsolved murder of a lipsticked, pouting six-year-old
American beauty princess, JonBenet Ramsey, possibly by a
relative, spotlit the connection that exists for many
people between displaying children in public and the
provocation this affords adults. What are the implications
of her death and how can such outrages be prevented? Should
beauty contests be banned and must parents stop
photographing their children? Keep them at home, safe from
prying eyes or, if they must go out, cover them up and
escort them everywhere? These are the methods of the
Taliban.

To fear and protectiveness, James Kincaid, the author of 
"Erotic Innocence, the Culture of Child-Molesting", adds 
a third element, which he calls, with some plausibility, 
"hard-core, righteous prurience".  He believes that many 
upright citizens love tabloid tales of child molestation. 
"These stories keep the subject hot," he writes, "so we 
can disown it while welcoming it in the back door." It 
takes courage to speak out against the tide of political 
correctness and challenge the widespread hounding of 
paedophiles, and Mr Kincaid argues that children often 
lie about adult sexual interference, if only to draw 
attention to themselves. Not much innocence there,
he scoffs. This, of course, is highly disputed territory.

About the witch-hunt-like climate, he is on less
controversial ground. He dismisses reports of satanic
ritual and treats the obsession with "recovered memory"
likewise. "I do not want to draw sensational parallels to
Salem, Nazi Germany or the McCarthy-ridden 1950s," he
writes, "but the stark moral drama offered by our child
molesting stories does suggest the possibility of
scapegoating,or at least of a cover narrative camouflaging
needs so dark and urgent we want neither to face them nor
to give them up." 

------------------------------------------------------------




UK: Evidence from a fascist paper of how fascist activists
are using the anti-paedophile climate to spread hate-
propaganda and seek new recruits:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Building support_  http://www.webcom.com/bnp/build.html
Spearhead - September 1998

--------------------------------------------------------------




UK: Families for Freedom - Child Safety Bulletins
--------------------------------------------------------------

_Safer than you think_

Families for Freedom was set up in June 1996 [in the United
Kingdom], by a group of parents and professionals involved
with children. We believe that the risks to children are
grossly exaggerated. All the evidence points to the fact
that children are safer, healthier, better fed, better read
and more computer-literate than ever before. Prenatal,
infant and child mortality rates have continued to decline
over the past two decades. There has been no increase in
the minuscule risk of child abduction and murder in the
post- war period. And juvenile crime, despite all the scary
headlines, is low and declining. 

Instead, we would argue, children do face very real
problems today. They are over- protected and prevented from
developing any life separate from their parents. They are
driven to school, watched at play and their activities are
organised by adults. As a result, they have less and less
opportunity to explore the world for themselves, to choose
their own friends, and to learn what it means to be
independent. 

Parents also face unprecedented, often self- imposed
constraints. Intensely preoccupied with their childrens'
well- being they subordinate everything to it, including
their own interests. Most parents feel they must put their
own lives on hold while their children grow up, and even
believe that they should consult their children before they
make any decisions about the family's future. In
subordinating themselves to their children they undermine
their own ability to assert authority. 

People are susceptible to the scaremongering around
children because we live in a society that has lost faith
in itself. There is also a profound sense of insecurity
about the future, however insignificant, can have
unforeseen and harmful consequences. This sense of risk and
fear of the unpredictable is sharply focused on children
and the way they are treated, which means that increasingly
everybody is blaming parents. Not only are problems
exaggerated but, where they used to be seen as having
social roots, they are now seen as being caused by
inadequate or irresponsible individuals. Reforming
individuals rather than society has become the major
objective for professionals and politicians alike. 

Families for Freedom argues the case for less worry and
fewer restraints. We urge parents to relax and enjoy their
children. We implore everybody to resist the scares that
may frighten the life out of our future generation. 

The following fact sheets are part of a series that
Families for Freedom plan to publish over the next few
months. 

- Stranger Danger 
- Children arid Accidents 
- Secure Schools 
- Youth - Vulnerable and Dangerous? 
- The Cot-Death Guilt Trip 
- Children, Sunshine and Skin Cancer 

Stranger Danger 

For a few mouths after Jamie Bulger was murdered, some
supermarkets displayed a poster showing a close-up
photograph of an adult clasping a small child's hand. The
caption beneath it said: `Don't let go, it only takes a
second' . In the years that have followed we have witnessed
an escalating fear of the unknown and uncontrollable freak
event - the stranger taking a child. Indeed, the recent
responses to the events at Dunblane and of Dutrouz in
Belgium have been characterised by the fear for every and
any child from an unknown individual who could be lurking
anywhere . 'No child now seems safe from what was
unimaginable only a year ago.' (Guardian Section G2, 
20/08/97) 

Most parents are scared of `the stranger'. This was borne
out by research conducted by FfF in June 1998 where, out of
200 parents interviewed, 76% put this as their biggest
worry. Similarly the Campaign group Kidscape's report `How
safe are our children? ' (July 1993) showed that, based on
interviews with 1,000 adults, by far the biggest fear of
parents was possible abduction of their child by an unknown
person. Ninety five percent of parents put this fear at the
top of their list. In 1995 Barnardos published a survey in
which they found that nearly 70% of parents felt their
neighbourhood was unsafe, and half said they never let
their children play out without adult supervision. Again
their biggest single fear was strangers. Other surveys have
supported these findings. Responding to the `risks' posed
by strangers, some `parent- friendly' supermarkets and
shopping malls have even offered to supply baby reins and
have discussed the possibility of electronically tagging
babies (Independent 14/01/96). 

What is the risk? 

Very few books on Childcare mention risks from strangers.
They tend to concentrate on issues such as accidents and
nutrition. Indeed one of the first surveys into crimes
children face found that the major problem was bicycle
theft and did not mention strangers at all. In publications
that deal primarily with children at risk from violence,
attack or sexual assault there is also little or no mention
of `the stranger'. This is because the risk of a stranger
harming a child is extremely small (see table below). A
Home Office researcher into murder of children commented
that, `There are two messages to emerge: First, children
are not becoming more vulnerable to homicide, and second,
the evidence of homicide by strangers on children has been
consistently low. ' (Quoted by Stuart Wavel in The Sunday
Times 06/08/95).

Offences recorded as homicide where the victim was aged
under 16 and a suspect was identified who was not known to
the victim (Home Office figures 1996). 

       1975: 7         1976: 6        1977: 6       1978: 8
1979: 5       1980: 14       1981: 5       1982: 6
1983: 4       1984: 6        1985: 8       1986: 10      1987: 9
1988: 6        1989: 5       1990: 4    1991: 10
1992: 2       1993: 5       1994: 7       1995: 6       1996: 5


Abuse and abduction by strangers 

Research conducted in Scotland in 1990 found that, out of
the 89 families referred to the Dundee Royal Infirmary's
Department of Child Psychiatry for sexual abuse and related
problems, over a five- year period, the abuser was a
stranger in only three per cent of cases. Abduction by a
stranger is also very rare. It is hard to be precise as the
legal definition changed in 1984. Before that date there
was an offence called 'Child Stealing' and it only applied
to strangers. However, with the recognition that fathers
were taking their children without the consent of the
mother in cases of separation and divorce, the law was
changed. The present crime of abduction includes parents,
who cannot be classified as strangers. However, if every
one of the convictions or cautions for abduction in 1992,
for example, were against strangers, 54 out of nearly
12,000,000 children is still an extremely low risk. 

Restricted Iives 

On the whole parents take very little comfort from these
facts and figures. They know that the risk is small but the
fear remains - `it could be my child who gets snatched' .
[Parent cited from `Paranoid parents' , research conducted
by Families for Freedom in June 1998). As a result they are
in danger of fencing in their children into an increasingly
limited experience of life. More and more children are
being cocooned at home and denied the experiences that
their parents had, in terms of exploring and interacting
with their peers. 

Many parents do not allow their children out to play
without supervision. In the research paper `Stranger
Danger: parents' fears and restrictions on children's use
of space'. Dr Gill Valentine found that 95% of the parents
she surveyed impose restrictions on their children's play
in order to keep them safe. They often established the
restrictions collectively in local areas and parents felt
`a strong pressure to live up to these local norms '. Even
if parents did not personally believe their children to be
at risk they felt they had to conform to other parents'
rules. As a mother interviewed said, `I mean we all get
together... and I think sometimes when we get together... and I
think sometimes when we hear that some parents have allowed
their children to go various places, you know, eyebrows are
raised' (Valentine 1996). 

As result of these restrictions vital experiences that
children need in order to develop into independent and
confident adults are being denied them. A report published
in 1990 showed just how quickly children have lost their
freedom. In 1971 80% of English seven and eight- year olds
were allowed to travel to school on their own or with other
children. By 1990 it was down to 10 per cent. Dr Valentine
found that 23% of parents described their children as
'outdoors children' compared to 60% of parents in study
done in the early `70s. In contrast their childhood 'they
felt that children spent more time playing indoors or
`being chaperoned to clubs, societies and leisure centres'. 

The Barnardo's report, `Playing it safe', indicates that
parents are organising their lives around the fear of
strangers or feel they ought to be. Mothers in particular
bear a great burden of being constantly on call to ensure
that their children get to and from school and activities
safely. They find they have less time for themselves or
their partners and that not only are they limiting the
range of experiences their children have, they are also
restricting their own lives to a tedious and mind- numbing
daily routine of supervising and ferrying children. 

Everybody's a stranger 

Finally, the consequences of `stranger danger' fear are
damaging to the relationships between children and adults,
creating a society based on fear rather than trust.
Interviews conducted by FfF in early 1998 provide a vivid
example of this: 

Linda: "I took James to Tesco's [supermarket] this morning
and a man about 50 years oId was talking to him. The first
thought that came into my head was "get away from my child"
and, of course, he was probably only being nice. I hate it,
but I can't let anyone touch him or talk to him without
getting suspicious'."

As does this interview conducted by Gill Valentine: "We
went to this show... and this little kiddie came wandering
up... and he's crying "Where's my mummy?" And my immediate
reaction was 'God, you know, keep the kid here where he's
safe, don't let him go wandering round', but at the same
time it was' God, I hope nobody thinks I'm taking this
kid'. And I was terrified to actually hold on to the child
in case somebody thought I was taking him. ' (Valentine
1996).

Many adults are now reticent about talking to children they
do not know, even when they are in the company of their
parents or carers. People have changed their behaviour in
the park and on the street and steer clear of children so
as not to arouse suspicion. This creates a vicious circle
with people becoming less trusting of other adults and less
open to new experiences. It also means that children do not
learn to interact with adults - how to talk to them and
make an assessment of them as people they can trust, like,
or not. It seems ironic that in a time when politicians are
descrying a loss of community spirit they are supporting
campaigns that teach children to `Run, Yell, Tell'
(Kidscape) when they don't like the look of somebody. 

Fear of strangers thus poses a danger to children's early
experience of life, undermining their development as
independent individuals, and to parents who are
increasingly putting the rest of their life on hold while
they devote themselves to protecting their children from
non-existent risks. 
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'Mach I' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

'Lumiere' wrote:
>That's interesting, I am that age now, and I often get the feeling that 
>the best days of my life are behind me and rather wasted.  Needless to 
>say, it sort of depresses me, and only chocolate can bring me back :)  
>I wonder if many others had a "midlife crisis" about this age too?  

Yes, it seems I have the same problem, except for the chocolate, that I 
am not addicted to. When we look back over the years and have moments of 
nostalgia, we wish to be able to go back and live those moments again, 
with the difference that now we are much more experienced. We wouldn't 
make the same mistakes again and we would go much further than we went 
if we had the chance to be in the same situation now. The impression we 
have is that we wasted too much time and we could have optimized the 
good experiences of our youth. But attempts and failures of our past 
brought our experience and knowledge. My only regret is that I didn't 
accept the fact that I was a girl lover at that time and I lost all the 
opportunities I had to approach those adorable little girls that crossed 
my path.

--

'Sunstorm' wrote:
>It was the happiest time of my life, to be followed by the absolutely
>worst time of my life. It seems like the gods want to even it out: 
>if you are greatly happy, then you must also suffer greatly, and they 
>will see to it that you do.

Your story touched me very deeply and your final observation is amazing! 
The life if a girl lover is marked by successive ups and downs. When we 
have the love and attention of a little girl, we are in paradise and 
want this relationship to last forever. But sooner or later it becomes 
impossible to keep. Or the girl's parents interpose, or society condemns 
it or the girl simply grows up and leaves you. Then you fall from the 
sky. And you miss her. You still have some hope but the reality is too 
painful. Believe me, there is no way to stop suffering if you don't find 
another girl to replace the lost one. This refills your heart again and 
the gods allow you to do that.

Take care 

'Mach I'
---------------------------------------------------------------




'AmatorPuellurum' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

I have a true story which shows how the zealots that say
they are working to "save the children" from "evil child
molesters and child abusers" like us are really destroying
the lives of the girls they say they are protecting. A friend
of mine began a relationship with a girl age 10.

Before their involvement she was a troubled, depressed
little girl.  The change was like night-and-day after they met
she laughed, played, became a better student, and loved
life. Her parents commented that it was like she was a 
different girl, to their relief. After the two were "caught" 
she went in to a terrible depression, even attempting suicide.
This man was sent to prison and marked for life as a 
"child molester". He must declare his whereabouts to law
enforcement everywhere he goes. He was the only person,
like myself, that I knew face-to-face.

...this may explain why I feel so bad about my relationships
with girls, as 'Desire' hinted to in his response to me...

In their haste to "bring to justice" this "evil child molester" they
completely disregarded her feelings, even to the point of
declaring her a hostile witness at the trial, for our friends
outside the U.S. that gives the prosecutor free-reign to
question as he likes basically without objection from the defense.
They practically tortured this sweet girl on the witness stand
twice the judge stopped the proceedings because she was 
crying uncontrollably and upset. They even placed her in foster
care giving her parents only limited visitation, because her
parents did nothing to stop the "abuse".

I was able to contact her recently, now at 17, all she can think 
about is turning 18 so she can leave. She is very proud of
herself that they never made her say she didn't love him.
(of course this means that they have labeled her "treatment"
as "unsuccessful" because she is unrepentant of her relationship
with this older man)

It depresses me to see what happened to them. They didn't
save a helpless young girl from a terrible life of abuse, no, they
destroyed a beautiful, talented young life because of their
"witchhunt".  Now don't get me wrong, I know all too well that
there are those out there that abuse children. If I could I would 
personally round them all up just to save one precious girl, but 
why must all suffer because of a few. I would never hurt or
take advantage of a girl for any reason, I love them too much
to do that.  (sigh)

...Sorry for preaching at you all, but I do feel better now...
Thanks again to 'Desire', and of course the ASGL!

--

Comments on '?'/'Doggystyle' movie reviews:
>Lolita 1997 USA color
>Horrible adaptation of the Nabokov book. Jeremy Irons and Melanie 
>Griffin?
>Ha-ha...The silly puritanistic Americans didn't even want to release 
>this piece of....in USA, actually that's a good thing, they spared
>LOTS of people the pain of watching this piece of garbage. Do NOT waste
>your time or your money.

I didn't think it was that bad, not that good either, but not all bad.
At least it was far better than the Kubrick-butchered version of
Nabokov's screenplay! I do think they should have had a girl younger
than Dominique Swain, like in the book, but Miss Swain did a great
job of acting.

'Amator' signs off
--------------------------------------------------------------------




'Rasputin's Dog' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello Everyone,

I've had a good week, I just finished my second week of my new job. I
take photos of children and families at [...]. It isn't what
I would call a great artistic venture and the lg's that I see, I don't
get to spend any time with, but I can't complain too much.

I just finished getting caught up on all the posts from the past
week. You will forgive for not remembering who (I can be bad with
names), but I've been sorting through a bunch of email and don't wish
to go back and check, anyway someone had a comment and a question
about my idea of martyrs. I would say that this person would be
someone is open about there feelings for lg's and is willing to
withstand any punishment to themselves for having those feelings while
still making no apologies for them and sticking to his belief that
there is nothing wrong about gl. The punishment I speak of could range
from imprisonment to becoming a social outcast with family and/or
community to being fired from one's job, and so on. It doesn't have to
and indeed shouldn't involve the lg unless the child willing chooses
to become involved.

Some have spoken of an "early mid life crisis". I can understand
that; the last few years I have often looked back with sorrow at the
passing away of my childhood. I long for the days when I could spend
time with lg and not elicit suspicions of others that I'm some monster
or child molester. I long for the days when if you got into trouble
you could count on your youth to wipe it away. I feel so much more
restricted in what I can do as an adult compared to what I could do as
a child.

Finally continuing with my ideas of global acceptance of gl's. After
we have formed a global movement and decided upon a philosophy, we
shall need to set goals for the short term and long term. I think it
can be generally accepted without too much objection that society's
attitude toward us will not change over night, but more likely over
the course of many years. Therefore to quote "Bob" "baby steps". In
doing all this we will need to set time frames and a clear plan of
action for reaching our goals. Another important step of our global
campaign is legal challenges, just as other movements do we will
need to challenge laws that are harmful to our cause. 

My final idea for today is this: We'll need to bring attention 
to evidence that supports our philosophy, fund and conduct 
studies to back our philosophy. Good bye all.

'Rasputin's Dog'
--------------------------------------------------------------------




'Bandersnatch' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

>Australia:
>
>_Gay quotes book causes "child porn" storm_

Isn't this a bit of a 'foot in mouth'? I don't know about these things, 
but don't gays refer to young men as 'boys' the way hets refer to young 
women as 'girls', whatever their age?

  [ This is true - "boy" among adult-adult gays can refer
    to a young attractive man of up to 25. ]

--

There hasn't been much of (gl) interest on British TV lately. 
'BUSHWACKED' is mentioned (but not described) in 'Sir A.J's film guide, 
"with Ari Greenberg": it's on Channel 5 on Sunday 7 February at 5.55pm.

On Channel 4 early morning Wednesday 10 February at 12.40am is 
THE WICKER MAN, another film that is good in its own right (and it 
does have some young-ish girls in it I seem to remember). It's a 
story of paganism and devilish goings-on on a Scottish island. (The 
BBC took it seriously enough to postpone showing it during an 
enquiry into the Orkney satanic abuse farce a few years ago.)

--

Finally, here's a link to a scan of Poynter's "Outward Bound", at
the Tate Gallery in London, which I'm sure you'll like:

http://www.tate.org.uk/coll/cchtm/n01948_b.htm

'Bandersnatch'
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Sihme' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'Romantico' wrote:
>Wouldn't more intelligent enjoy the vision without expectations of, en 
>Sihme words, ''good response'' from the girl?

Of course every little bit counts, and I certainly agree that one should
appreciate what one gets, because you never know - this may be the
best you'll ever get.  But through experience I have learned that all 
three of these types of girl exist, even though there are periods where
one will only encounter the two lesser, enough of the third make their
appearance in my life for me to not bother with unresponsive girls.

In ways, it may be that I just fear the rejection that is likely to come 
from them, but if a girl doesn't like you, trying to advance matters is 
akin to "flogging a dead horse".

--

'Surgeboy' wrote :
>Sorry, Sihme, but I don't buy into to all this "new age" stuff.
>My information has and always will come from God's word.
>I am an incurrable Christian who is very tired of all those Bible
>thumpers who ruin it for all the 'serious' Christians.

I suppose that explains the incredible strength of your conviction.
I don't 'buy into' the New Age stuff either; there are many stories
which have sprung from the so called New Age movement, which
what you were talking about sounded a little like, and I wondered
why anyone would believe one without question, considering the
wide variety available.  I know now, however.  You must be careful 
though, not to become closed-minded, as even within Christianity
there is such a diversity as to be rather baffling.  Continue your
search - you have my best wishes.

I have a question to pose : for those whose favourite ages are
below 11, do you find that it's so difficult, relatively, to 
interact with those older?  I have a friend whom I met recently, 
and she is 13 years old, which would normally be too old for my 
tastes, except that she really is beautiful and has yet to enter 
into the throes of pubescence.  The thing is, I am at such a 
loss when dealing with her.  Given 6 to 10's I'm great, and 
can entertain them for what seems like indefinitely.

Goodnight,

'Sihme'
--------------------------------------------------------------------




'Humbert 3' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

I've been reading ASGL-L for a number of months, but haven't really had 
much to contribute, until now.  Some of you know me from IRC.  If you 
were there early Monday morning, you may have heard the brief version of 
this story.  Due to some of the reactions elicited from some of my 
friends, I decided to share it all with you.

I was a volunteer at a Children's Hospital, in the cancer ward.  I saw 
many of the same children week after week coming in for their chemo 
treatments.  I was afforded the opportunity to become like a big brother 
or uncle to many of them.  One of the children in particular.  Her name 
was Jihan.  She was a beautiful 9 year old girl, extreamly smart, and a 
voice like an angel.  I first met her three days after she was first 
diagnosed.  Now, most kids when they are first told they have cancer are 
understandably depressed.  But not Jihan.  She calmly accepted the news, 
and wasn't in the least bit upset.  I later found out why.

I became very close to her.  I would visit her at her home, and would go 
listen to her sing at her church.  She had a voice like I had never 
heard in a child so young, very rich, very full voice.  

As I got to know her more, I noticed she was never far from her teddy 
bear.  From the look of it, it had been through a lot.  It was faded, it 
fur was matted down from years of tears, half of the stitching for the 
mouth was gone.  

After 6 months of chemo, Jihan had lost almost all of her hair, and the 
medication she was on had bloated her beautiful body, but her happiness 
would not be dimmed.  Then came the call I had been dreading.  Jihan had 
fallen into a coma.  I rushed to the hospital to sit vigal with her 
mother.  I commented on the ever present teddy bear, and her mom said 
that Jihan would cry into that bear, and tell it all of her problems, 
and she would feel better.

Jihan passed away having been in a coma for 2 weeks.  She had written a 
letter to me, to be given to me after she was gone.  This is the letter:

  Dear J,
       
  I know you're sorry that I have to go, but God needs me up 
  in heaven.  Please don't be sad.   I need you to take care 
  of Mr. Bear for me.  He got me through my pain, now he can 
  help you with yours.

                                                        Love,
                                                        Jihan

I cried for a half hour when I read this.   This child, who had suffered 
in the last months of her life, loved me so much, she gave me her most 
prized posession, her teddy bear.  I just hope I am worthy enough to 
carry it.  To me, this bear personifies my undying love and devotion to 
children.   

'Humbert 3'
--------------------------------------------------------------------




'Humber 2' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi.  This is my first time posting here.  I'm a lot like 
'romantico' in that I like females of all ages.  I don't 
really start thinking about them in an intimate way until 
11 or 12, and I'm more into the younger teens (12 to 15), 
but even though that only overlaps a bit with most of the 
members of this list, it's still condemned by our society, 
and I have the same feelings of guilt and frustration as 
others have expressed.  I do have a couple of stories to
tell, but it's too soon since it happened, and I'm too 
new to the list, so I'll wait a couple of weeks before 
I tell them.

--

'Ian' wrote about the recent child pornography decision 
in BC (I won't include it here, as it's long).  While I 
certainly applaud the decision as a step in the right 
direction, I should mention that the decision only strikes 
down the law against possession.  It's still illegal to 
produce, sell or buy child pornography.  The BC attorney 
general has also launched an appeal of the decision in 
the wake of a second case being thrown out as a result 
of the first decision.  This will certainly go all the 
way to the supreme court, and we can't count on Justice 
Minister Anne McLellan to do the right thing and pass 
new legislation: she's acting like a cornered pitbull.  

My only concern is that I don't want to see little kids 
abused.  Too much child porn is made by kidnapping, 
drugging, beating, and otherwise forcing kids into this, 
or by "recruiting" child prostitutes under the pretext 
of getting them off the streets.  Some thing like Ron 
Raffaelli's "Nymph" (published in Germany 1978), and 
"Little Lovers", which are now banned as child pornography, 
I wouldn't object against because the kids weren't 
abused, and were having fun.  If anyone's interested, 
there's a little "discussion" going on about this on a 
personal web page that I've seen.  The guy's from 
northern BC and is gutsy.  He's asking for anyone 
with an opinion to e-mail him, and he'll post it, 
but he won't post anonymously.  The URL is: http://pris.bc.ca/ppp/  
go to the ramblings page, and there's a discussion on 
the child porn decision and on age of consent laws.

   [ Full text of the Justice's ruling is at:

     http://www.courts.gov.bc.ca/jdb%2Dtxt/sc/99/00/s99%2D0040.txt  ]

--

'Christin' wrote:
>Happy new year! I hope that all of you had wonderful holidays? Tonight
>you should flirt with your Satellite TV-receivers: today and tomorrow
>on German TV station "VOX": David Hamilton's "Tender Cousins" night
>(Saturday, 30/0199 at 23:05 and Sunday, 31/01/99: 0:55).

Does anyone know if its possible to get "Tender Cousins" or any 
of the other David Hamilton films in either English or 
preferably the original French on video in North America 
(I live in Canada)?

--

'Simon' wrote:
>'Rational' wrote:
>>BTW, now that you know I live south of Tropic of Cancer, I gotta tell you
>>that weather here is delightful! Winter is not only mild, it's real warm.
>>And there is not one cloud in the sky. And cute lgs dress like in June...
>>Hope I made you a bit jealous...
>
>A BIT????? GRRRRRRR!!! It will be -5 to -10 (!!!minus!!!) degrees here 
>in Germany this weekend! Me Desire and some others will freeze just
>as the girls to! To make a long story short: The word JEALOUS is
>far to weak to describe my feelings! ;-)

Try -30

Later all.

'Humbert 2' 
----------------------------------------------------------------------


  [ I think we're getting a few too many 'Humbert's here, and I'm
    not sure which is which - try to be a little mor original
    in choosing nicknames, eh ? ]




'Quilty' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Someone called (?) posted movie reviews by "doggystyle" and included
>To Kill a Mocking Bird. 1963? USA B&W not rated
>Mature beyond her years, inquisitive, smart, the little
>actress whose name is Mary Badham is a pleasure to watch. Wish i knew
>where she acted next.

When she was 12 (the following year), Mary Badham appeared in "This
Property is Condemned" with Natalie Wood, she also appeared (in a
bathing suit) in an episode the The Twlight Zone called The Drowning
Pool, that airs regularly on the SciFi Channel in the USA.

'Quilty'
--------------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Any news on when the book will be out, Quilty ?  

     Btw, '?' is my generic nickname for anyone who leaves their
     nickname off their posting. ]



'Sanctuary' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

'Sunstorm' wrote:
>As far as Heather goes, no, I never took a picture of her, 
>which I regret to this day. She was skinny and had long 
>brown-blond hair, and freckles and blue eyes, and she
> was full of hell, and she was sensuous and loyal and
>tough and wonderful, and I will love the memory of her 
>until the day I die. She was my first: Nabakov's "initial 
>girl child" who made me understand what I was and 
>what I am.

This sounds exactly like J... (except for the actual description). 
I was just about to get a picture of her when we were separated. 
Thank you for reminding me of her. She was and still is my first 
true love.

--

'Romantico' wrote:
>I would like intervening in the controversial issues; but I am 
>afraid to introduce misunderstandings or grammatical mistakes.

Don't be afraid. Everyone's point of view helps others understand
their own better. Please contribute.

>Wouldn't more intelligent enjoy the vision without expectations of, en 
>Sihme words, ''good response'' from the girl?

Yes, that would be ideal but I always hope for a conversation and
some play although with strangers this is more difficult. If we cannot
meet then I will enjoy her appearance and smile inside.

'Sanctuary'
--------------------------------------------------------------------




'Homer J. Simpson' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Face the facts people,the ONLY way to become a political force is 
to have large amounts of $$$$$$$ - how else can we fight the 
legal battles such as the one recently ruled on in Canada.

  [ I note the defendant in that case defended himself, and
    managed to create quite a stir without the need to pay
    lawyers vast amounts of money :) ]

And the way to get the $$$$$ is to convince some RICH people in 
USA and Europe to help finance our cause with grants, servers 
in friendly locations and donations to individual legal defense 
funds.

by the heppy new yEaR

'Homer J. Simpson'
----------------------------------------------------------------




Advert:
============================================
http://www.alessandrasmile.com
 Alessandra's Smile, an established USA 
 mail-order catalog of legal books & videos.
============================================
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]

* Canada: MPs claim Lolita illegal under child porn law
* UK: Underage rent-boy documentary was faked
* UK: Internet content rating system set for shake-up
* UK: Parents told to let children take risks
* UK: Sex abuse statistics report
* UK: Access to secrets will be diluted
* Australia: Anti-paedophile murder that went wrong
* UK: Report - Daddy is loser in nursery school
* USA: Mentor scheme to be promoted widely
* Australia/UK: Cryptography Treaty Will Have No Effect - Expert
Book note
Conference note



Canada:
---------------------------------------------------------

_MPs claim Lolita illegal under child porn law_

Thursday, February 4, 1999                                                 

  _The classic novel Lolita, which has been made into a 
film starring Dominique Swain as a 12-year-old who has 
an affair with her stepfather, has no place in the 
Canada's Library of Parliament, Reform MPs insist.

Vladimir Nabokov's Lolita recounts an obsessive sexual love
affair between the adult narrator and his stepdaughter,
Lolita, who is 12 years old at the book's opening. 

"Is that a norm in our society? A sexual relationship
between an adult male and a 12-year-old? I don't think it
is," said Reform MP Art Hanger, who admitted he has 
never read the book.

Reform's culture critic, Inky Mark, a former high school
English teacher, said he hadn't heard of Lolita, but said
the book probably qualifies as a depiction of sex with
someone under 18 years old, and is therefore a breach of
the Criminal Code. 

"I would suggest that if it's illegal, it should be gone.
Otherwise we'd be hypocrites," he said. "We shouldn't be
treating it any different because it's the Library of
Parliament."

Mr. Mark says the current legislation makes no
discrimination between literature and pornography. For
consistency, he feels libraries should take copies 
of Lolita out of circulation.

Nabokov's novel 'Lolita' was recently voted number 4 
in the Modern Library's Top 100 Novels of the 20th 
Century.

Lolita was also made into a feature film by Stanley 
Kubrick in 1962, and remade in 1997 in a film starring 
Jeremy Irons. The North American release of the remake 
was held up by distributors nervous about its content. 
The movie was released in video format last week. 

Of the Reform MPs contacted, only Alberta MP Ken Epp
expressed reservations about removing the book from the
library. 

"I personally don't think we need it, but I'm not
interested in having a function of government censor us
all," he said. "I'm a staunch defender of freedom of
speech. I don't want to have government telling me what I
can or cannot read."                    

---------------------------------------------------------



UK:
---------------------------------------------------------
   
February 5 1999     

_Underage rent-boy documentary was faked_

  CHANNEL 4 is facing a substantial fine after admitting
that a documentary about underage rent-boys contained
scenes that were faked. Men shown negotiating to pay for
sex were part of the production team or their friends. 

The channel has put an indefinite ban on giving more work
to Maire Devine, 42, the independent producer of the
documentary, called *Too Much Too Young: Chickens.*  But
it still faces an investigation by the Independent
Television Commission.

The commission recently fined Central Television, which is
owned by Carlton, 2 million after it emerged that scenes
in a drugs documentary, *The Connection*, were faked.

Another Channel 4 documentary, *Daddy's Girl*, was
withdrawn a day before transmission when it was 
found that the makers had been tricked by a couple 
who posed as father and daughter.

In January last year scenes in another Channel 4
documentary, Rogue Males, involving petty criminals 
were revealed to be staged.

Channel 4 initially defended *Too Much Too Young:
Chickens* and Ms Devine against allegations of
fabrication but reversed its stance after an internal
investigation. A spokesman said: "The board has 
informed Maire Devine that she will not work for
the channel in any editorial capacity."

Channel 4's investigation began after allegations were
made in a series presented by the *Times* columnist
Matthew Parris on Radio 5 Live in an interview with
Peter McGraith, a researcher on the programme.  Ms 
Devine's production company, Basement Productions, 
in Glasgow, was dissolved last year. She was 
unavailable for comment yesterday.

The programme made headlines in Scotland when it was
broadcast in April 1997 because of claims by boys that
television celebrities and footballers had paid them 
for sex.

Channel 4 is currently in dispute with Nottingham city 
council which is trying to block the broadcast of a 
documentary about alleged abuse of children in its care. 
The council says the film-makers encouraged a young girl 
to pretend to be a prostitute and that they paid children 
to appear in the film.

----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
----------------------------------------------------------

_Internet content rating system set for shake-up_

A drive to censor content on the Internet is to be
launched later this year. The initiative has been 
announced by the UK-based Internet Watch Foundation.

The IWF have previously encouraged parents and teachers 
to use the Internet content rating system created by 
the US-based Recreational Software Advisory Council 
(RSAC). 

But with concerns about the content of the Internet 
continuing to register among parents and educational 
bodies, they have decided to overhaul the non-profit 
RSAC system and replace it with an improved censorship 
service.

Under the RSAC system, which is integral to the latest
web browsers, you can rate the levels of content you 
want to be exposed to under various headings, including 
sex, language and violence.  If a website is not rated, 
your access to it is automatically blocked. 

But almost no web sites have rated with RSAC, and 
hackers have created and distributed "cracks" which 
easily disable the RSAC feature.

This new software initiative faces many difficulties in
trying to create a monitoring system that will satisfy
everyone and it has met with strong criticism from Internet
rights organisations. Cyber-Rights and Cyber Liberties (UK)
are particularly concerned about the accountability of the
proposed Internet regulatory body that could promote and
run the new software system, and are calling for greater
consultation on any further moves to regulate the web.

----------------------------------------------------------

  [ No one uses RSAC so they're going to try to create a
    profit-making new censorship scheme.  Watch this space
    for the crack :) ]



UK:
---------------------------------------------------------

February 4 1999     

_Parents told to let children take risks_

Pressures on children to succeed and mollycoddling by
parents who fear for their safety are turning out a young
generation that is emotionally illiterate and at an
increased risk of mental breakdown, a 1 million [UK pound]
research report claimed yesterday. 

One in five children suffers from mental health problems,
according to the report that suggests overprotective parents
are failing to let them take risks. About half of those
allegedly affected - 1.5 million - have serious conditions 
such as clinical depression, the Mental Health Foundation 
said. City children suffered more. 

The charity says pressures such as homework may be partly
to blame and suggests that children may be too cooped up
and regimented by parents.

The report forms part of the foundation's Bright Futures 
campaign. It defines mental ill health in a range from 
truancy and 'disruptive behaviour' to bed wetting and 
aggression, from delinquency to anorexia nervosa, 
depression and other serious problems like substance 
abuse.

By these measures 23 per cent of adolescents aged 16-19
have some kind of mental health problem; 12 per cent suffer
from diagnosable anxiety disorders; 10 per cent from
disruptive disorders; six per cent from bed-wetting and
substance abuse depending on age and five per cent from
attention-deficit disorders.  The Foundation also claimed 
that one in 10 four to 20-year-olds had anxiety disorders 
or problems which caused disruptive behaviour. 

The Foundation says many children's conditions may be mild
but it fears they could become serious if left untreated. 
Director Julie McKerrow said: "The findings are not that
surprising when you bear in mind that one in five adults
are thought to suffer from a mental illness. 

The group blames children's problems on divorce and
pressures at school. It also says they are not given 
enough time and space to develop skills properly. 

In the three-year study, The Big Picture, published
yesterday, which examined more than 1,000 pieces of
evidence, the foundation concludes that children are
failing to thrive emotionally, are becoming less resilient
and less able to cope with the ups and downs of life. 

It says children are represented as "evil demons" or as
"dolls and angels" but not as humans, and that an
adult-centred society treats them as "designer accessories
or pampered pets".

June McKerrow, director of the foundation, said risk-taking
by children was an essential part of growing up, but the
over-regimented lives imposed by worried parents had
reduced their opportunities to learn from their mistakes. 

"Children must be able to plan and take control, they must
be allowed to try things and be free to experiment so that
they develop their own abilities to solve problems. 
"We know some things will go wrong and others will go right
and then they can choose where to place their energies." 

Ms McKerrow said for primary school children, playing 
with their peers was an important part of their 
development, but this is under threat, she said. Playtime 
is being cut because parents are worried about their 
safety outdoors. "Teachers say they have had to cut the 
playtime of five-year-olds by up to half".

--

31st January 1999

_Ofsted queries value of homework_

There is no hard evidence that homework raises educational
standards, according to a new study. 

The report published yesterday by the Office for Standards 
in Education reviewed of research carried out over the 
last decade. Homework: Learning from Practice concluded
that: "It is very difficult to identify a clear homework
effect separate from the influence of factors such as
home and family background which are themselves commonly
associated with achievement."

Findings from the most recent international study, the
Third International Maths and Science Survey, suggest that
those children who do moderate amounts of homework tend to
do a little better than those who spent either a lot of
time or very little studying at home.

---------------------------------------------------------





UK: statistics
---------------------------------------------------------

February 5 1999     

_Sex abuse statistics report_

A Home Office report published today reported that in 
1995 3,957 people in England and Wales were cautioned 
or convicted for sexual offences against children.

According to the report's author, Don Grubin, 
Professor of Forensic Psychiatry at Newcastle upon 
Tyne University, in spite of parents' worries about 
"stranger danger", most victims knew their abuser.

Eighty per cent of sex offences against children took 
place in the home of the offender or the victim. A 
fifth of cases involving female adolescent offenders 
were linked to babysitting. The report added that 
about a third of all sex crimes were committed by 
teenagers. Some 20 per cent of sex abusers go on to 
reoffend, which is a smaller recidivist figure than 
for most types of crimes.

According to police estimates there are perhaps
72,600 cases of child sex abuse a year.  [I.E.:
an 18:1 detection/conviction ratio]

The number of people being cautioned or convicted 
for sex offences declined steadily between 1985 
and 1995.

---------------------------------------------------------




UK: (has implications for accessing previously paper-based 
records or rumours and suspicions held in social work 
depts, as a prelude to possible libel actions):
---------------------------------------------------------

4th February 99

_Access to secrets will be diluted_

THE GOVERNMENT has watered down its long-awaited plans for
a Freedom of Information Act, which will be published next
month.

Although ministers will hail their proposals as an historic
and radical change, they are facing a backlash from Labour
MPs furious that the legislation will be weaker than
outlined in a 1997 White Paper. 

Under the White Paper proposals, the Government and other
public bodies would be allowed to refuse to reveal
information if disclosure would cause "substantial harm". 

Critics of the move, in next month's draft bill, say this
will allow Whitehall to block the disclosure of many
documents that would be been made public under the original
plans.

As a Cabinet committee chaired by Lord Irvine of Lairg, the
Lord Chancellor, puts the final touches to next month's
draft bill, Labour MPs fear ministers may also dilute Mr
Clark's plans for an independent Information Commissioner
with wide-ranging powers. He would investigate complaints
that public bodies were not complying with the act. 

The MPs are also pressing for the police to be covered by
the act, although they accept that material which might
affect a criminal case should not be published. 

---------------------------------------------------------




Australia:
---------------------------------------------------------

_Anti-paedophile murder that went wrong_

4th February 1999

THREE men allegedly murdered a 57-year-old invalid pensioner 
in a ferocious stabbing attack of 66 blows as he lay in his 
bed because they mistakenly thought he was a paedophile.

Two of the men later admitted murdering the pensioner to
others, the Supreme Court in Hobart heard yesterday. 
One man, the victim's nephew, was later alleged to have
threatened a woman he told that he would kill her if she
said anything.

Yesterday Crown prosecutor Darryl Coates told the court
this was just some of the evidence against Gary William
Courtney, 32, of New Town, John Frederick Duggan, 31, of
Rokeby, and Jeffrey Joseph Lomas, 26, of Hobart. 
The three have each pleaded not guilty to murdering invalid
pensioner Leo (Ted) Rogers at his home in Cochrane St,
Glenorchy, on May 6, 1995.

Mr Coates said Mr Rogers was stabbed 66 times with
considerable force, probably by two attackers with two
different weapons. One set of wounds was consistent with a
phillips head screwdriver, the other with scissors. 
He said a neighbour heard a high-pitched scream followed by
continuous short screams about 10.40pm.

Mr Rogers' wife, Marlene, grand-daughter Danielle and
family friend Reginald Smith returned home soon after and
found Mr Rogers blood-soaked and moaning in his bedroom. 

Mr Coates said there was not a shred of evidence that Mr
Rogers was a paedophile and the young girls who were 
allegedly molested had also denied it.

The trial continues today before Justice Peter Underwood. 

---------------------------------------------------------



UK:
---------------------------------------------------------

_Daddy is loser in nursery school_
 
February 4 1999     

 Young children are excluding fathers from role-playing
 games, according to research from a Christian pressure
 -group.
  
NURSERY school children are abandoning traditional games
of "mummies and daddies" in favour of those featuring
mothers only, according to new research. 

A preliminary study by Care for Education reflects concern 
among teachers that, increasingly, mothers have 
disproportionate influence over their children while 
fathers recede into the background.
 
The findings, based on interviews with nursery and primary
school teachers, suggest that traditional ideas about
marriage are becoming increasingly alien to many three to
five-year-olds, who are more aware than previous
generations about different types of adult relationships. 

Jenny Baker, of Care for Education, said that the study, 
which was based on a single focus-group meeting and 
telephone interviews with teachers, was the preliminary 
to a much larger and more detailed survey the charity 
is to carry out.

------------------------------------------------------------




USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3                 -- In an event today in
the East Room of the White House, First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton spoke up in support of a new public service
advertising campaign sponsored by Save the Children and The
Advertising Council. This new initiative plans to increase
by thousands the number of adults serving as mentors for
U.S. children. The campaign, "Do Good. Mentor a Child,"
comprises two television ads, four print ads, radio,
outdoor advertising, and internet banners.

"Do Good. Mentor a Child" invites adults to join a
national mentoring effort by calling a toll-free Mentoring
Hotline (877-BE-A-MENTOR) to access local volunteer
organizations in need of mentors. Challenging the notion
that particular talents are needed for mentoring, the
voiceover of the broadcast ads (by Academy Award-winning
actor Morgan Freeman) intones, "To be a mentor, you don't
have to be perfect. You just have to be yourself which, by
the way, is pretty good."

The Mentoring Hotline allows callers to quickly access
local child-assistance organizations in their community by
means of Save the Children's unprecedented National
Mentoring Database, developed with funding provided by the
Department of Justice's Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention. Organizations in the database have
confirmed their ability to receive and support volunteers
and have committed to respond to callers within a quick
turn-around of 48 hours. The National Mentoring Partnership
will continue to develop and manage the database for the
benefit of the entire mentoring community.

The campaign was conceived by Save the Children as part of
its commitment to America's Promise and executed by the Ad
Council as part of its ongoing commitment to youth advocacy
issues. McCann-Erickson produced the creative treatments on
a pro bono basis and cast young people who attend Save the
Children after-school programs in Brooklyn, New York and
Bridgeport, Connecticut in the print ads.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of America is the designated
local media outreach partner for the campaign. Top media
markets feature the local Big Brothers Big Sisters
affiliate logo on the ads.

The "Do Good. Mentor a Child" ad campaign is an initiative
very much in keeping with Save the Children's belief that
caring adults acting as mentors are perhaps the most
important influence in the successful growth of young
people into adulthood," said Catherine Milton, Save the
Children's Executive Director of U.S. Programs. "Do Good.
Mentor a Child" will go a long way to providing much-needed
caring adults as mentors."

Ruth Wooden, President of the Ad Council said, "This
campaign will help make it easier for adults to get
involved in the lives of children by making the crucial
step between idea and action easier. The campaign gives
adults a resource for more information about mentoring and
a reason to make a difference."

Save the Children works in 40 countries around the world,
including the United States. In the U.S., its focus is on
providing help for at-risk children during their
out-of-school time. The Save the Children "Web of Support"
provides caring adults, safe places, and constructive
activities for young people during critical after school
hours. The largest corporate supporter for Save the
Children's "Web of Support" is Denny's, which has
contributed over $3 million to date.

The Advertising Council is a private, nonprofit
organization, which has been the leading producer of public
service communications programs in the United States since
1942. The Council supports campaigns that benefit children,
families, and communities. The Ad Council is financed
through contributions from more than 350 corporations.

------------------------------------------------------------




Australia/UK/World:
------------------------------------------------------------

2/3/99

_Cryptography Cyber Treaty Will Have No Effect - Expert_
        
The controversial Wassenaar Arrangement banning strong
cryptography will have little impact on internet privacy
and electronic commerce, a leading cryptography expert
claims.
        
Last December, bureaucrats from the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade, advised by the Department of Defence,
signed a broad-ranging ban on mass-market cryptography,
effectively globalising elements of United States
anti-cryptography policy.
        
The Wassenaar Arrangement, backed by 33 governments around
the world including the US, Japan, Canada and many
European countries, was condemned by computer freedom
activists such as Electronic Frontiers Australia and its
US sister group, the Electronic Frontiers Foundation.
        
"At a time when there was an expectation that common 
sense might finally prevail, the world's spies have met
in closed sessions in Vienna to rebuff their many critics
and to extend existing controls to commonly available
commercial products," said an EFA spokesman, Mr Greg
Taylor, in a statement.
        
But according to Professor Henry Beker, president of the
United Kingdom's Institute of Mathematics and its
Applications and chief executive officer of one of the
world's largest cryptography suppliers, Baltimore, the
arrangement would have little impact because many
signatory countries will simply ignore it.
        
"You'll find that countries like Germany that always stick
to the letter of these things may stick to this, but a lot
of other countries, like Italy and Spain, will just ignore
it when they need to and electronic commerce will just
continue on," he told The Australian Financial Review.
        
Cryptography is the basis of almost all electronic
commerce. It uses complex mathematics to scramble data so
it can be securely transmitted over networks such as the
internet.

International human rights groups such as Amnesty
International also use cryptography to secure documents
reporting on human rights abuses. Signing the Wassenaar 
Arrangement was foolish, Professor Beker said. But the
threat of "cyber warfare" was so real that eventually
governments would realise citizens must be given access to
strong cryptography, which was "the only defence we know
of" against it, he said. "Cyber warfare will be a reality.
Terrorists will realise that they can be far more effective
at crippling a country by attacking its (information
technology) infrastructure. Information warfare is going to
be very much the tool of the future. I'm just amazed in
many ways that it hasn't already happened," he said.

Ultimately, privacy needs would win out, and cryptography
would be freely available, he said.
        
"Cryptography is not a weapon. It is a defensive tool that
is a necessary element in resisting information warfare
attacks," said EFA's spokesman, Mr Taylor. "By agreeing to
US demands, Australia's Wassenaar delegation has tacitly
accepted that restrictions should be placed on Australian
citizens, who will continue to be deprived of access to
many high-strength security products, particularly from the
USA. The controls defy rational analysis," he said.

------------------------------------------------------------



Booknotes:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Unzipped: Everything Teenagers Want to Know About Love, 
Sex and Each Other._  By David Bennett, the New South Wales 
Centre for the Advancement of Adolescent Health, Australia.
February 1999.

 Claims: 1 in 10 teens say they have had sexual intercourse 
 before the age of 13.  By Year 10 "about a quarter" of 
 students claim to have had sex, with the figure climbing 
 to "half" by the end of high school. 

------------------------------------------------------------




Conference note:
------------------------------------------------------------

February 1999

_A Conference at the University of Leipzig, Germany, 
"Psychosexual aspects of paedophilia" was organized 
by the Society for Sexual Science (Gesellschaft FCr 
Sexualwissenschaft, GSW). Ten paper were presented. 
A lecture on "paedophile self-help-groups" was very 
well accepted and applauded by the audience of about 
200 attendants. It will be published together with 
the other papers in the "Leipziger Bletter zur 
Sexualwissenschaft" this summer._

------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]

* UK: Teacher-pupil love can be acceptable
* USA: National free speech organizations declare 
  support For Pennsylvania 'child-porn' photographer
* USA: Boy charged with on-line child porn
* UK: Blair advisers back implants for schoolgirls
* UK: Hunt for 3,000 children
* UK: Internet firms tell DTI that crypto proposals are 
  "draconian and unworkable."
* UK: Government considers denying social security 
  payments to paedophiles
* Canada: Child porn hearing date set
* South Africa: South Africa given 'sex capital' tag
Movie snippet
Opinion article



UK:
-------------------------------------------------------------

7th February 1999

UK:

_Teacher-pupil love can be acceptable_

  THE Chief Inspector of Schools has said that sex between
teachers and their pupils can be "educative" and should not
automatically lead to dismissal.

Chris Woodhead was speaking during a question and answer
session after delivering a lecture at Exeter University
attended by 200 student teachers and academics. His remarks
come as legislation is before Parliament making it a
criminal offence for teachers to have sexual relationships
with 16 and 17-year-olds.

Answering a question about teachers who had relationships
with pupils, Mr Woodhead said: "I don't think necessarily
that a teacher should be automatically drummed out of the
profession. I think human beings can get themselves into
messes and I think those messes can sometimes be
experiential and educative on both sides."

Mr Woodhead prefaced his remarks by saying that the law was
already clear barring sexual relations with those under 16.
The Sexual Offences (Amendment) Bill would make teachers
liable to up to two years in jail if they have sex or "any
sexual activity" with pupils under 18. David Hart, general 
secretary of the National Association of Head Teachers, 
said in a letter to MPs last week that the creation of the 
offence was neither necessary nor desirable for those who 
work in schools and colleges. 

Teachers reacted angrily to Mr Woodhead's comments last 
night. Jerry Bartlett, assistant secretary of the left-wing 
National Association/Union of Women Teachers, said Woodhead's 
relationship with the former pupil should have stopped him 
speaking out: "We question the propriety of anyone who has 
a personal involvement with a former pupil in commenting 
like this." 

But the UK's biggest parents' group was more supportive. 
Patrick Tobin, headmaster of Stewart's Melville College,
Edinburgh, and former chairman of the Headmasters and
Mistresses Conference, said: "In a professional
relationship you are answerable for your actions. There has
to be a professional ethic whereby teachers - or doctors or
any self-regarding profession - know that if they become
involved in an intimate relationship with somebody with
whom they have a trust relationship they are endangering
their professional status."

Margaret Morrissey, spokeswoman for the National
Confederation of Parent Teacher Associations, said Mr
Woodhead was "stupid" to have made his remarks. 
She stressed that "serious consideration" must always be
given to removing a teacher from the profession over a
relationship with a pupil" but that "it should not be
obligatory". "I think parents would be concerned if an 
older man was involved who might have a family. But 
the majority would have no problem with a man who is, 
say, only four years older who meets socially with a 
sixth-former outside school."

But the context in which Woodhead's remarks are to be 
understood is rather wider than the meeting in which that 
question arose. Not since 1995, when the News of the World 
asked him about his nine-year relationship with Amanda 
Johnston, one of his ex-pupils from the Gordano School in 
Bristol, has Mr Woodhead been put so well and truly on 
the spot.  

Miss Johnston, who had been close to Mr Woodhead at the 
school when he taught her Shakespeare and poetry, had a 
nine-year love affair with her former teacher. Mr Woodhead 
has denied having a sexual relationship with her while 
she was still a sixth-former at Gordano comprehensive 
school, near Bristol, where he was head of English before 
moving to lecture at Oxford University.

His lawyers then put out a statement: "Chris Woodhead did 
not have a sexual relationship or any improper relationship 
with Amanda Johnston when he was a teacher and she was a 
pupil. They did have a relationship a long time afterwards, 
when they met in Oxford in 1976. Chris was by then separated
from his wife. Amanda had moved to Oxford, not knowing
Chris was there. He had not behaved in any manner which
will call into question his integrity. In any event he does
not purport to be the guardian of social and moral
behaviour." 

Johnston issued a statement through her solicitor, Mark
Stephens, last night to defend Woodhouse. Although she 
and Woodhead had had a relationship, it was some years 
after he taught at the school in Portishead, near Bristol. 
"The truth is that Chris Woodhead was a young vibrant 
head of department at Gordano school," she said. "He 
was very much liked by all the pupils. And because of
that there were some pretty scurrilous rumours." 

------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

_National Free Speech Organizations Declare Support For
Pennsylvania Photographer_

WASHINGTON, Jan. 13 /PRNewswire/ -- Six national
organizations dedicated to promoting the freedom of
artistic expression today stated their support for Kathryn
LeSoine, the Scranton, Pennsylvania based photographer
currently facing a civil lawsuit and a criminal
investigation because of her photography. 

"The ongoing criminal investigation is another confused
effort to demonize fine art by characterizing it as child
pornography," the groups said in a statement. 

Kathryn LeSoine took the photographs at the crux of the
dispute July 1995. The photographs depict the four 15- and
16-year-old girls huddled under an outdoor shower. The
civil action against LeSoine includes a cause of action
under the Protection of Children Against Sexual
Exploitation Act of 1986, which also provides for private
civil actions, that alleges the pictures are a "lascivious
exhibition of the genitals." The plaintiffs, two of the
girls and their parents, allege that, in some of the
photographs, one of the girls is turned to the camera so as
to expose her pubic area. Lackawanna County district
attorney Michael Barasse has refused to close a criminal
investigation against Ms. LeSoine or to return materials
that were confiscated from her. 

The incident is among other recent attempts nationwide to
target fine art photography that implies or incorporates
images of unclothed minors. Such efforts, such as the
prosecution of the Academy Award winning film, The Tin
Drum, in Oklahoma City and national booksellers for selling
art books have been largely unsuccessful. 

The groups are the National Campaign for Freedom of
Expression, National Coalition Against Censorship, National
Association of Artists' Organizations, PEN American Center,
the Institute for First Amendment Studies, and Boston
Coalition for Freedom of Expression. The groups concluded:
"We urge the plaintiffs to recognize that ultimately it is
their own fundamental liberties that will suffer if they
succeed in diminishing the First Amendment rights of
another." 

The National Campaign for Freedom of Expression is an
educational and advocacy network of artists, arts
organizations and concerned citizens founded to fight
censorship and to protect and extend the First Amendment
right to freedom of artistic expression. NCFE is the only
national organization exclusively dedicated to promoting
the First Amendment as applied to the support,
presentation, and creation of arts in our culture. 

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF KATHERINE LESOINE 

National Campaign For Freedom Of Expression; National
Coalition Against Censorship; National Association Of
Artists' Organizations; PEN American Center; Institute For
First Amendment Studies; Boston Coalition For Freedom of
Expression issued the following statement in support of
Kathryn LeSoine: 


The naked human form has throughout time been the subject
of artistic exploration, often depicted with awe and
wonder. Examples abound in museums, private galleries and
homes, houses of worship, and public buildings and plazas.
These works depict the full range of human development from
infancy through childhood and adolescence to adulthood and
old-age. 

The law governing artistic expression acknowledges thee
important and historical role of nudity. The U.S. Supreme
Court has made it clear that "depictions of nudity, without
more, constitute protected expression" under the First
Amendment. A very narrow category of unprotected expression
called child pornography is limited to depictions of minors
engaged in sexual activity or those with a "lascivious
exhibition" of genitalia. But even with respect to minors,
simple nudity does not constitute child pornography, and
rightly so. If it did, classic art, including paintings
such as Bellini's Ganymede and sculptures such as
Michelangelo's David and Bacchus, could be suppressed, as
well as, more recent renderings such as photographs by
Edward Weston and Sally Mann. 

Nevertheless, acknowledged works of fine art incorporating
images of unclothed minors or implying participation by
minors in sexual activity remain the targets of misguided
attempts around the country to "protect" children.

Fortunately, these efforts have been largely unsuccessful.

On October 20, a federal judge in Oklahoma City ruled that
an Academy Award winning film, The Tin Drum, was not child
pornography because of its well-recognized artistic value.
Police had confiscated the film from libraries, video
stores, and a private residence. Last year, protesters
entered stores across the country and defaced and destroyed
books featuring fine art photographs. Yet with noticeably
few exceptions, prosecutors across the country have
declined to press obscenity charges against the
booksellers. 

The ongoing criminal investigation and civil action against
Kathryn LeSione is another confused effort to demonize fine
art by characterizing it as child pornography. This
perplexing undertaking will only serve to distract
attention from the real challenges facing our country and
its youth. Something is seriously amiss when, as one
commentator recently observed, "We're more scandalized by a
photograph showing a nipple or a penis than by the image of
a starving child on a dry, dusty road." 

The mere existence of a non-graphic nude photograph
provides no justification for restricting the right of free
expression. This endeavor to silence and punish a respected
artistic form threatens all forms of expression. 

As national organizations dedicated to preserving freedom
of expression, we call on District Attorney Michael Barasse
to close the investigation and return all the items the
police seized from Ms. LeSoine. And we urge the plaintiffs
to recognize that ultimately it is their own fundamental
liberties that will suffer if they succeed in diminishing
the First Amendment rights of another. 

------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Boy charged with on-line child porn_

February 5, 1999

The Northeast Regional Child Exploitation Task Force
began trolling the Internet for predators last month.
The first charges that resulted are to be filed against 
a 14-year-old boy.

The Tenafly teenager allegedly sent 'explicit messages' 
and sexual photographs of boys from his home computer 
to another Internet user whom he believed was a boy.

What the teenager didn't know was that he was sending the
images to an undercover agent working with the task force.
The detective made contact with the Tenafly boy in a chat
room.

He was arrested after he allegedly e-mailed pornographic 
material to an undercover detective working with the 
Northeast Regional Child Exploitation Task Force.

The task force includes detectives from Bergen, Middlesex,
and Somerset counties and FBI agents, all working 
full-time to entrap Internet pedophiles.

The boy, whom authorities charged on Monday, has been 
released to his parents' custody.

Todd Mitchell, a spokesman for the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children said, just in the past 
six months, the center is starting to see more reports 
of children distributing child pornography on the 
Internet.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Donna Krappa, who prosecutes child
pornography cases, said: "It's happening more and more
often as the younger ones become more proficient with
computers. In the last year, I've seen four or five cases
of juveniles distributing child pornography on the Internet
in New Jersey."

------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

7th February 1999

_Blair advisers back implants for schoolgirls_

Tony Blair's advisers believe contraceptive implants could
be used for young girls as part of a drive to reduce
teenage pregnancies.

Members of Downing Street's social exclusion unit are
seeking research from the United States about the
effectiveness of the implants - rods inserted into the arm
that slowly release oestrogen over three years - widely
used in America, particularly for young girls in poor
working-class areas. 

Last week, Professor John Guillebaud, a leading family
planner, caused controversy by suggesting that girls as 
young as 12 could be fitted with long-term contraceptive
implants. The rods were a "fabulous" form of birth control
which, with their parents' consent, could be used by girls
deemed "at risk", at the same time as a German measles
innoculation. 

-------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-------------------------------------------------------------

7th February 1999

_Hunt for 3,000 children_

More than 3,000 children are to be traced as part of an
investigation into allegations of sexual and physical abuse
at a string of care homes.

The Metropolitan Police and social workers are already
conducting an inquiry into claims that a paedophile ring
was operating in Lambeth children's homes over a 20-year
period.

Now a special team of social workers has been drafted in to
search council archives for details of children who could
also have been victims of abuse at the homes between 1974
and 1994.

Sources close to the investigation, called Operation
Middleton, say that it could uncover a paedophile network
spanning the country. The officer leading the inquiry,
which is expected to take several years to complete, is
Detective Superintendent Richard Gargini.

The Metropolitan Police refuse to confirm the cost of the
inquiry but it is estimated that the bill will eventually
cost as much as 3m and lead to large compensation claims 
by former residents of the homes.

Databases have been set up to provide information on all
children and staff who lived and worked in Lambeth homes,
and files and other sources of material have been placed in
secure storage. A special building has been designated for
the investigation team, consisting of 20 people, to ensure
that detectives and social workers are able to liaise with
each other.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK: snippet from the computer trade press:
------------------------------------------------------------

6th Feb 99

Internet firms are becoming annoyed by the inability of
both police and government to understand the World Wide
Web. Among their gripes is the government's proposals for
encryption. Last week they unanimously told the trade and
industry select committee that the proposals were draconian
and unworkable. 

------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

5th February 1999

_News in brief_

Paedophiles who breach probation or community-service 
orders will have their social security benefits taken 
away under draconian laws being drawn up by the 
Government.

The idea of deducting benefit from parents of persistent 
truants has also been mooted.

------------------------------------------------------------



Canada:
------------------------------------------------------------

6th February 1999

_Child porn hearing date set_

 A judge agreed Friday to move swiftly to hear an appeal of
a ruling that struck down part of a law against possessing
child pornography in Canada.

 Justice Allan McEachern said 18 criminal cases have been
affected already by a British Columbia judge's ruling on
January 15 that a law prohibiting possession of child
pornography for private use was unconstitutional.

 McEacher, chief justice of the B.C. Court of Appeals on
Vancouver, scheduled a hearing on the prosecution's appeal
for April 26, and said he wants the trial on the other
charges against Sharpe delayed.

A trial on the distribution charge against Sharpe is 
tentatively scheduled for March 1.

In B.C., of 40 child pornography cases before the courts,
one has been dismissed and one adjourned because of Shaw's
decision, said Attorney General Ujjal Dosanjh. 

------------------------------------------------------------



South Africa:
------------------------------------------------------------

7th February 1999 

_SA given 'sex capital' tag_

SOUTH Africa is allegedly becoming the sex capital of 
Africa as young women from poor neighbouring countries 
flock here to work as prostitutes or feature in porn 
movies. Or so says a report written after a whirlwind 
10 day fact-finding mission to Pretoria and Johannesburg, 
by an international group known as End Child Prostitution 
in Asian Tourism.

The group's report will be formally released next month
at a conference titled "The Sexual Exploitation of Children
in South Africa".

Merab Kiriemirie, the group's African representative on the 
four-man research team, which heard how young women are 
lured into prostitution from Zambia, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Kenya, Ethiopia, Senegal and South Africa has described 
the findings as "horrendous".

Kiriemirie said that after interviewing girls on the
streets of Senegal, Kampala and Nairobi, researchers
found that young girls were paid as much as $2,000 by
traffickers to sell their bodies in South Africa. 

"We were told that African girls were being paid R1,000 
each by a Japanese man to star in porn movies," she said. 

Bernadette van Vuuren, a spokeswoman for the Network
Against the Sexual Exploitation of Children, an
organisation based in Cape Town, said the network had
heard of foreigners coming into South Africa to sexually 
exploit young children.

------------------------------------------------------------



Movie: possible girl-interest:
------------------------------------------------------------

_HIDEOUS KINKY_

98 mins, 15 

Hideous title.  Gillies MacKinnon's new film is adapted
from Esther Freud's book about her childhood spent being
dragged around the Moroccan hippie trail by her mother. The
film even has mum, two daughters in tow, knocking at the
door of some place called the Church of the Annihilation of
the Ego; I'd love to have sat in on the phone conversation
when MacKinnon tried to sell that to his prospective
leading lady: "Well, I say annihilation of the ego, but
obviously you'll still get your own trailer and you'll be
able to set off your tan nicely with all those brightly
coloured kaftans..." As it is, he landed Kate Winslet
for the part of the mum, Julia, and she indeed looks
ravishing, with Morocco coming a close second, but the film
never amounts to much more than a slide show of someone
else's holiday snaps. Beautiful holiday snaps, but still
someone else's. Julia takes a lover but gets no nearer to
spiritual enlightenment, thus leaving the audience to
ponder her selfishness way before the script gets there.

------------------------------------------------------------



Opinion piece:
------------------------------------------------------------

7th February 1999

The Independent on Sunday

_Children are at risk - from their terrified parents_

  *Frank Furedi *on the implications of last week's report
  on mental illness in the young.

It is just possible that we are beginning to understand the
terrible price that children are paying for society's
obsession with their safety. A study commissioned by the
Mental Health Foundation reported last week that children
are failing to thrive emotionally and find it increasingly
difficult to cope with the demands of everyday life. June
McKerrow, the director of the foundation, stated that
children have become closeted by obsessive parents, who
allow them little opportunity to take risks and to learn
from their mistakes. "Children must be able to plan and
take control, they must be allowed to try things and be
free to experiment so that they develop their own abilities
to solve problems," noted Ms McKerrow. 

Her warning will resonate with many parents, and even more
with grandparents, who can't believe how mollycoddled their
own grandchildren are. The truth is that British society
behaves as though children were an endangered species. The
child safety industry uses every opportunity to promote its
central message: that children are permanently at risk from
danger. Campaigns centred on a variety of subjects - child
abuse, cot death, roving paedophiles, sunbathing - all
reinforce the belief that childhood is a particularly
dangerous experience. In fact, children are safer and
healthier then ever before. Despite all the publicity about
"stranger danger", for example, the number of children
murdered by strangers has remained static at around 6 per
year over the past 50 years. Half as many children per
100,000 are killed in road accidents every year as in 1922.

In the past half century child deaths by accidents have
fallen by a quarter. 

The transformation of child protection into an industry has
had a devastating impact on the quality of children's
lives. "Supervise young children at all times," warns a
leaflet on playing in the garden published by the Child
Accident Prevention Trust. This message is echoed weekly by
numerous campaigns on child safety. Predictably, parents
have become ever more paranoid about their children's
safety. Surveys reveal a permanent sense of unease among
parents about possible risks facing children in public
places. Anxious parents have become more and more reluctant
to allow their children the space and the freedom that
previous generations took for granted. Parental concern
with safety has led to the reorganisation of childhood.
Just William would never make it in today's world. Roaming
about the neighbourhood with friends or walking to and from
school are becoming increasingly rare experiences for
children. 

The proportion of junior school children who are allowed to
cross the road on their own has halved during the past 25
years. On average, a British schoolgirl walks for less than
7 minutes a day. Those who question the merits of the
constant supervision of children are sometimes accused of
being reckless parents. In some communities, parents who
allow their children to walk to school unsupervised become
the subject of local gossip. 

Parental paranoia has damaging consequences. Children
should be allowed to play on their own: unsupervised
activity - where children can test their limits
independently of an adult framework - is crucial for their
development. They should be allowed to make mistakes, and
to learn from them. Children have to learn to make
decisions for themselves, something they can never do under
a parent's watchful eye. They need street cred. Supervising
children, cocooning them, can seriously damage their social
health. Why? Because when children are with adults they
tend to remain "childish" at precisely the time when they
need to learn to grow up. 

Probably the greatest casualty of the totalitarian regime
of safety is the development of children's potential.
Playing, imagining and even getting into trouble contribute
to the sense of adventure which has helped society forge
ahead. A community which loses that sense of adventure and
ambition does so at its peril, and yet that is precisely
what may happen when socialising children consists, above
all, of inculcating fears in them. 

The consensus that children are uniquely vulnerable and
fragile creatures is so strong that even critical voices
often remain trapped in it. Sadly, last week's Mental
Health Foundation study exacerbates the problem that it
seeks to address. The report claims that children have
become intensely susceptible to mental illness. So now
neurotically anxious parents have a new fear: not only are
their children prey to dangerous drivers, threatening
strangers, unsafe toys and food, and a variety of new
syndromes and physical diseases; they are also at risk of
losing their minds. The report's claim that one out of five
children suffers mental stress is based on reinterpreting
difficult behaviour as medical conditions. Diagnosing
children's behavioural problems is a notoriously subjective
affair. One person's noisy child is another's victim of
mental stress. By inflating the meaning of mental illness
to include common behavioural problems, the report
contributes towards the "diseasing" or "pathologising" of
childhood. There was a time when difficult behaviour was
seen as an inevitable feature of the process of growing up.

  [ The report classified normal things like truancy and 
    bed-wetting as "mental illness" ]

Today, child professionals interpret childhood behaviour
from the prism of psychology. The more promiscuous they are
with inventing new medical labels, the more the number of
mentally ill children increases. 

Health professionals, social workers and therapists cannot
resist the temptation to continually expand the range of
pathologies suffered by children. Instead of bad behaviour,
children's action is increasingly explained through a
medical diagnostic category. So noisy, disobedient and
troublesome children are represented as suffering from an
illness that requires new-fangled medical intervention
rather than old-fashioned discipline. There has been an
explosion in the discovery of so-called hidden syndromes
and disorders that apparently afflict children. Attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) competes with a
variety of so-called learning disabilities as the
fashionable condition suffered by children. A growing
number of youngsters now define themselves as disabled. A
recent government survey reported that between 1985 and
1996 there has been an astounding increase of 155 per cent
in the number of 16- to 19-year-olds who define themselves
as disabled. 

It is not just the child-safety industry that preys on
parent's anxieties. Politicians seem convinced that they
have an indispensable role in protecting children by
dreaming up policies on the family. The politicisation of
the family and the professionalisation of parenting
undermine the confidence of parents. By treating adults as
children, government intervention helps to foster a climate
where parents find it difficult to act as adults. It is
this infantilisation of adulthood which has ensured that
obsessive behaviour has become the predominant style of
British parents. 

Frank Furedi is a sociologist at the University of Kent in
Canterbury. He is the author of 'The Culture of Fear'. 

------------------------------------------------------------
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'LuckySimon' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------

'Humbert 3' wrote:(well in fact, he quoted, and _Jihan_ wrote)
>Dear J,
>       
>  I know you're sorry that I have to go, but God needs me up 
>  in heaven.  Please don't be sad.   I need you to take care 
>  of Mr. Bear for me.  He got me through my pain, now he can 
>  help you with yours.
>
>                                                        Love,
>                                                        Jihan

WOW, I am sure she did right to give Mr. Bear to you. Let him 
help you like you were able to help Jihan.

Feel hugged.

--

To all,

I feel perfect today. This weekend I was together with two boy-lovers 
who visited me and we had a great time. Also an old schoolfriend of mine 
called me just to tell me that there was an Olsen-Twins-Movie on TV. 
It is so good to know that the people around accept your feelings 
and try to be nice by telling such things. I was impressed.

Then on Sunday evening I went to two friends of mine (Anne and Jenny 18 
and 19) whom I know for nearly 6 years now. Two weeks ago I told them 
about my feelings and they understand and trust me! One of the girl 
was joking when we walked arround in the city: "Stop looking at the 
girls! I am in town with a man and he looks at younger girls. I this 
the first midlife-crisis at the age of 18?" ;-) And smiled still trying 
to notice what kind of girls am attracted to while we continued 
walking around. Both of the girls trust me and when they were asked 
by some friends if I was gay, they said "No!" with a big smile to each 
other!

I feel so good to have such understanding people around me!

'LuckySimon'
-------------------------------------------------------------------




'Miss Moneypenny' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello all!  This is my first time posting & from what I can tell 
so far I appear to be the only woman here?  Maybe I am wrong. I 
have some stories too but would like to read more about this 
wonderful mailing-list.  

'Sunstorm', I feel your pain!

'Miss Moneypenny'
-------------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Nope, there's Isabel who posts (and _is_ a real female) and two
     or three lurkers who claim to be. ]



'Ian' writeth:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Hey everyone :)  I hope u had good holidays!

Can we have as a topic for ASGL - How to live as a pe*o - including 
different approaches? I feel this is a very important and useful 
topic!!

Below are some thoughts:

Right now I don't know how to live AND get what I want at the same 
time!!. No one but my landlord knows where I live, I don't have an 
account for any utilities, I don't look people in the eye, I don't 
talk to them, I don't have an net account, and I pay either cash or 
money order for everything, I use pay phone for calls, don't shop 
at the same locations, avoid shopping at the nearest small markets,
and no one knows I have a thing for young girls. I am living like 
a bad criminal that is being searched for. So almost no one knows 
I exist.

But my life is also very limited and lonely. I would like to include 
a few more things like get a phone, cable, legal books & vids, make 
friends and have fun like normal people. But I am having an urge 
to exist to an extreme as if I am not of this earth!!!

Please offer questions and comments!!!

'Ian'
-------------------------------------------------------------------



'n.s. aristoff' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Thanks for the Canadian "Lolita" news.  It truly made my day -
made me smile and feel that everything I'm doing is well worth it.

--

'Humbert 2' wrote:
>My only concern is that I don't want to see little kids 
>abused.  Too much child porn is made by kidnapping, 
>drugging, beating, and otherwise forcing kids into this, 
>or by "recruiting" child prostitutes under the pretext 
>of getting them off the streets.  

The question really is - what are those drugs you are doing 
that make you think this is true?????  Are they good?  They 
obviously have a powerful mind-altering effect!

'n.s. aristoff'
-------------------------------------------------------------------




'Flickorna' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

A few years ago I was looking through some 7-inch punk records and I 
came across one called Bunny Genghis - Childen Under 12. There was a 
picture of a little girl on the front with no shirt and a string of 
pearls around her neck, looking very seductive. When I listened to the 
record the song opened up with a child saying, "Will you ride the 
see-saw with me?" then it went into some heavy-metal/punk. It sounded 
like they were saying things like, "take off your dress" and "tender 
white meat". I can't say much more about it because I don't have the 
record anymore. Anyway, I never saw that cover photo anywhere else 
until today when I was looking at the Sally Mann pictures pirated
on "La Jornada". That's the same picture they used on the front of 
their record.

'Flickorna'
------------------------------------------------------------



'Surgeboy' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------

A member referred to a few movies of interest to those like us.

One film, the 1997 version of "Lolita" with Jeremy Irons was
criticized as a horrible adaption of the book.  Perhaps, but 
it is a darn sight better than the 1956 Kubrick version.

Fortunately, a local independent theater played it in late 1998.

So, it would seem that along with the cable network 'Showtime',
there are still a few with "guts" to handle the "hot" topics.

I did agree with him about the film "The Professional". Natalie 
sure played a sensual role (say "ok", Nat).  There were a few 
scenes in the film where I was EXTREMELY envious of the male
lead character in the film and would gladly trade places with in
a cold moment!

As for Miss Portman in the new Star Wars film?  I couldn't care
less.  I will see Star Wars no matter who's in the film.
Obviously, I am a BIG Star Wars fan.  Sorry, fella. I hope 
Lucas doesn't disappoint us this summer.

(I am a bit concerned about a little boy in the role of Anakin.
The idea of "baby Vader" is a little much to take.  Kind of like
the "Great Ewok Debate".  Is George selling out again? I hope 
Not.)

'Surgeboy'
---------------------------------------------------------------




'Observer' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

Hello All,

I don't have very much to write about this time. I just wanted to share a
Blockbuster Movie moment with you. (I should get money for this, I've
mentioned them twice so far). Now back to the point. I rented Beautiful Girls
the other day, you know the one, staring a bunch of people I don't know, Uma
Thurman, and most importantly Natalie Portman. She has a relatively small role
but it's a good one. Well, I drug the movie over to some of my friends house.
I was a little bit hesitant about it though because one of the characters in
the movie who is around 29 sort of falls for Natalie (playing the role of
Marty, yes a boy's name). The crush is mutual and they flirt a bit throughout
the film. I believe that my friends suspect me of being a pedophile so I was a
little apprehensive about how they would react. To my surprise one of them
said it would have been nice if Marty and Willie could have hooked up somehow,
maybe the movie could have had a five year time lapse or something. Then to
shock me further the other friend of mine mentioned how gorgeous she thinks
Natalie Portman is. I was relieved to hear someone else say it for a change. 

One more thing of discussion. Actually just a quick observation. Has anybody
out there noticed how close the average man is to pedophilia. We are
considered freaks, but what do the average porn magazines feature. Young thin
models with small breasts and an even smaller waist, and often shaved
genitals. Now it could just happen to be coincidence that the ideal woman
looks surpassingly pubescent, but then why is that all the magazines say
things like "young enough to be cherry" or promise to have teens meaning 19.
Who are they fooling with all these games, themselves I suppose. I think that
almost everyone at one time or another will see a young girl who they find
attractive. Even someone who isn't a pedophile can get fooled. What I mean is
who hasn't seen a girl of thirteen or fourteen that looks much older. Not that
they even need to, just because a person feels that youth is wonderful they
are considered wrong. And just try to be friends with a young girl you're not
related to and see the questions fly. Actually I worry less about pedophiles
and more about someone who could look at the Olsens or Natalie Portman and 
_not_ see a beauty. It would make me think they have either issues with youth 
and childhood that are blinding them or they have questions about their own
sexuality and are afraid to even consider it.

Enough for now, let me know what you think.

'Observer'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'Quilty' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

'Bandersnatch' wrote:
>There hasn't been much of (gl) interest on British TV lately.
>'BUSHWACKED' is mentioned (but not described) in 'Sir A.J's film guide,

>"with Ari Greenberg": it's on Channel 5 on Sunday 7 February at 5.55pm.

The reason it's not described is there's not much to it, definitely one
to fast-forward through.

>On Channel 4 early morning Wednesday 10 February at 12.40am is
>THE WICKER MAN, another film that is good in its own right (and it
>does have some young-ish girls in it I seem to remember).

I think the girls only appear in long shot and only in the final scene.
It's not one for the collection, though some may enjoy the pagan
aspects.

>Finally, here's a link to a scan of Poynter's "Outward Bound", at
>the Tate Gallery in London, which I'm sure you'll like:

>http://www.tate.org.uk/coll/cchtm/n01948_b.htm

Thanks so much for this, it's my favorite painting! I dont know why it's
not on display, except maybe the Tate has too many great Bourgeois
Realist works already out in that gallery (with Waterhouse's Ophelia,
etc etc). Does any one know anything about Poynter, whether he did other
works in this vein?

--

Ianthe asked about my book "Nymphets in the Movies" -- it's in
production. I don't have a publication date yet, but you'll all be 
first to know, and of course invited to the publication party 
in Nice, France. (if you bring your neice!).

'Quilty'
-----------------------------------------------------------------




'Rational' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Hi all!

To Quilty:

Yes, a lot of Mexican serials have kids in lead roles - because they're 
designed for the precise time when kids and parents share tv. Parents wanna
watch an adult-like drama and kids wanna watch a kid show. The result is a
"child soap" where there is a normal adult-like soap story where the lead
roles are the ones most friendly with the children, the real stars who provide
the fun for the kids. You named Carrusel. I remember it, and if you think 8yo
Ludwika Paleta was pretty in it, watch El Abuelo y Yo, where she is 12...

BTW I'm actually 1 year younger than her and she was my first celebrity love.
Today she's studying acting and English in Britain and will probably marry
this year with an actor 7(?) years older. You mentioned Gotita, rather good
remake of Luz Clarita, but this one is also a remake of Chispita, a classic
many years ago (I was a baby). Next to go there is El Diario de Daniela, with
the girl of Luz Clarita, and probably the version of Chiquititas I'm watching.
I agree with the point that Chiquititas tends more to Annie than to 
Luz Clarita but I like it that way. It's not anymore an adult soap where some
children happen to have a voice and be important (El Abuelo y Yo is very
interesting in this. It has a very good adult story but the focus is on the
two 12-year-olds). Now it is the show for the kids (and the pretty girls) and
their dreams and their fantasies and ah yeah we have grownups here and this is
their part, but the show now belongs to Mili and the rest. That's why I like
it. And I love to dream the kids' dreams too...

--

Amator wrote an all-too-common story. In it there were two martyrs. 
There are always martyrs to us. I wish none was needed... It made 
me sad but.....

--

I also had a crisis when I lost childhood. But then I recovered it, and now I
consider myself an eternal child. And it was D. who made me discover I was
an eternal child.

(Why not using that term? We girl-lovers are eternal children, aren't we?
And it sounds better than paedophile or even girl-lover. From now on I 
am not a paedophile, girl-lover or child-lover. I am an eternal child)

  [ Probably not using it because it sounds so new-age flakey. 
    'Peter Pan' complex isn't much better, though... ]

--

To Sihme:
Well I like adult women so probably my opinion is unaccurate but I can tell
you I love Y. as I love lgs and she's 13 and in the *end* of her puberty. On
the other hand, I know this grown-up-girl who is 20(?) but looks -in nearly
every way- like 12, I mean _younger_than_Y._ and I kinda fancy her as an lg...

--

To Sunstorm:
Heather reminds me of D. too, even in some aspects of her real look.

--

To Desire and all the jealous on weather issues:

It has disadvantages too. Here rainy season is March to Sept and most days
then are cloudy with possibilities of rain so lgs are rather covered even if
it's not really cold. And lgs have their puberty sooner. As I said above,
13yo Y. is more on post-pubescent side of growing up. And even D., when she was
only 9, had visible nipples when her outfit was tight enough. And she has
always looked 2 or 3 years younger than she is. Her friend A., who BTW has
probably the hottest lg body I have ever seen, began at that age her breast
development, at least from my carefullly observing point of view. I don't 
mean I don't like early-teens. I love them. Indeed I'm in a predominantly
early-teen era now. But why do lgs have to stop being physical lgs so soon.
I'd rather see Y. today in the middle of her breast development than like now
at nearly final or final stage. That way I lost many intermediate memories too
fast. So you have that weather advantage. Lgs remain so for longer in colder
countries...

--
       
Just a quick question to any who can answer.

Some months ago (in October?) there was a posting
(or was it a news feature?) on an Italian page that
argued against the censorship of a comic (magazine?)
which depicted cartoon paedophilic sex in whose making 
no models were used. Well I ask you in case someone
could give me the correct link. It was an Italian-
English Geocities page named BASTA CENSURA and it
included .gif's of the cartoons that set off the
debate as Pedo Information Exchange. As you see,
I know the page, but for some reason I lost the
link and I need it  now. Thanks in advance and I
hope the page still exists.

'Rational'
-----------------------------------------------------------



'BigBoyNow' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Hi,

I don't understand why the world is so obsessed with this issue,
especially the Americans. Years ago I went to a Belgian nudist resort
and had a great time. There were people there aged from 1 to 80 running
around 'starkers' - or crawling around in nappies. I thought it was
great and so do many Europeans. But the hypocritically religious Yanks
hate it - or pretend to.

Aren't the American net sex sites just such boring, immature and priggish
con-jobs? They're full of more bull than a bull market.  It seems that
anyone under the age of 75 in the US is considered 'underage.'  Their
"extremely young lolitas" are usually 45-year-old peroxided Las Vegas
strippers with grotesque artificial silicon breasts and giant hairy
bushes in which you could loose the entire Black Forest of Germany. 
Nightmarish stuff.

Their javascript and java applet tickers are evil little CIA silicon
spies that peer into your files and can copy and disseminate them to 
whomever, while 'cookies' are the nastiest hidden bedroom spy-cams 
ever invented.

The Banner boomers seem to think that all the world are ad-ophiles 
(addicted to the Blitzkrieg of American advertising banners,) whereas
I've never met anyone who likes ads. The Japanese Net was great for a
while, but the marauding Yanks have edged in there too, disguising and
blanketing JP with their damned arrogant and annoying "dot.coms"

Isn't it a sad pity that nature's most beautiful creation, the naked
human body, is shrouded with the most incredible albatrosses of
pornography, filth & jail for anyone who even looks at it?  How 
hypocrytical that the world's greatest tolerated pornography is legally 
disseminated to everyone, including our kids; like Arny Schwarzenegger 
blasting machine gun-bullet holes in everyone, the psychopathic megalomaniac 
in The Silence of the Lambs who kills women then strips their skin 
off, or Dirty Harry kicking heads in and making his day.  Kids 
cartoons are nothing but ultra-violence, Sega games are the same while 
our video shops are swamped with Valentine's Day slaughterhouses of 
murders and guns, with which the Americans are obsessed -  with a 
capital  'O'.  Now that's pornographic.

35,000 Americans are murdered by their own citizens every year, easily
eclipsing the attrition-rate in the Vietnam war _and_ the US road-death 
toll. But jail to anyone who looks at naked bodies in the privacy of 
their own home.

In the Land of the Free, where Boston stranglers get lesser sentences
than anyone who puts so-called pornographic pictures on the Internet,
innocent citizens who enjoy such beauty are branded as pedophiles and
perverts, lower than life, and are incarcerated alongside upstanding
bank robbers, serial murderers, child killers and corporate frauds.
Bonny and Clyde will get parole before them.

<Rant Mode - 'off'>

'BigBoyNow'
-----------------------------------------------------------



'Sanctuary' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

'AmatorPuellurum' wrote
>...Sorry for preaching at you all, but I do feel better now...

No, thank you for being bold enough to reveal that we can 
have excellent relationships with girls as long as the 
authorities don't ruin it. I still believe that the precious 
memories will live on.

'Sanctuary'
------------------------------------------------------------



'Xalex' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

'Humbert 2' wrote:
> My only concern is that I don't want to see little kids
> abused.  Too much child porn is made by kidnapping,
> drugging, beating, and otherwise forcing kids into this,
> or by "recruiting" child prostitutes under the pretext
> of getting them off the streets.

I share your concern, but lets face the facts - there's hardly
any child pornography being produced today, and most of that 
tiny amount is softcore anyway.

--

'Homer J. Simpson' wrote:
> Face the facts people, the ONLY way to become a political force
> is to have large amounts of $$$$$$$ - how else can we fight the
> legal battles such as the one recently ruled on in Canada.

In my opinion it's not politics that we should influence to
become recognised like, for example, gays are. If we'd manage to
infiltrate the media, the world would be ours. I've never heard of 
media being influenced by politicians, but I surely have heard of 
politicians being influenced by the media. And don't forget the 
'masses' who read 'horror' stories about us, which are spread by, 
you guessed it, TV, magazines, newspapers etc. All that politicians 
do is watch the popular trends and create laws that satisfy 
majority's needs and in the process collect as many votes as 
possible.

'Xalex'
-----------------------------------------------------------



Joke:
-----------------------------------------------------------

A little girl was playing up a tree near a church. The priest 
was taking a walk when he happened to look up the tree and 
saw the little girl. She had no panties on. He called her 
down and gave her $10 to buy a pair of panties. The girl was 
so happy and told her mommy about it. The next day when the 
priest was again taking his daily walk, he looked up the same 
tree and saw the young girl's mother up there. She had no 
panties on. He called her down and gave her a $100 to buy 
a power hedge-trimmer and an electric razor.

--------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]

* USA: _Kid-Porn Vigilante Hacked Media_ [now exposed as fraud]
* Canada: _Zero Privacy? Zero Knowledge May Have a Way Around That_
* Canada: _Full text of Justice Shaw's ruling_ [url only]
* UK: _New myths for old on child sex abuse_ [critique of recent 
    Home Office report]
* USA: _USA cryptographers may be forced offshore, France deregulates_
Academic notes [2]
Editorial from Alessandra's Smile



USA:
---------------------------------------------------------------

8th Feb 1999
      
_Kid-Porn Vigilante Hacked Media_

 A self-proclaimed ex-hacker with the charismatic
pseudonyms "Christian Valor" and "Se7en" has been making
headlines around the world for his alleged vigilante
campaign against online pedophiles. 

In the past two years, profiles in *Forbes*, the London
*Independent*, the *Los Angeles Times*, *Newsday*, Wired
News, and many other publications have portrayed Valor as
an old-school renegade with a cause: exposing the
identities -- and trashing the hard drives -- of those who
traffic in sexual imagery of children. 

The illegal techniques he used were those honed during 17
years in the hacker underground, the publications reported. 
In fact, the primary target of Valor's hacking has turned
out to be the news media. 

Several of Valor's former colleagues have come forward to
brand him a technologically inept poseur with a genius for
self-promotion, who was unable to safeguard his own Net
account against hacker exploits, much less mount a
sophisticated campaign of attacks against anyone else's. 
"He never deleted a single kiddie porn server himself. He's
a compulsive liar, always looking for some new thing to
impress people with," said Brian Martin, an independent
consultant known among hackers as jericho, who lived and
worked with Valor. 

Information-systems specialist and online diarist Lisa 
Rabey, a former intimate of Valor's, also discounted his 
claims: "I was there. We were reading the same newsgroups. 
It never happened. He doesn't have the skill to do it."

Pete Shipley, senior security architect for one of the Big
Six accounting firms, administers the domain where Valor 
had an email account and a Web page.

"I've never seen him demonstrate any expertise in accessing
any system," he said. Shipley added that he had to restrict
the user privileges for Valor's account because it was
hacked so many times.

These days, Valor downplays his role as an anti-porn
vigilante. He earns his living teaching courses on Internet
security to industry, law enforcement, and military
officials with a Southern California-based firm called New
Dimensions International [http://www.newdimensions.net]. 
NASA, Air Force, Navy, Army, and FBI personnel take his
US$1,395 three-and-a half-day courses on "Maximum Internet
Security" and "Internet Predators" on government time. NDI
instructors are employed to develop secure systems for
mission-critical clients like the Department of Defense. 
Hackers dissing hackers is not news. An investigation of
the sources for the stories about Valor that proliferated
in the press, however, provides a cautionary tale about the
dilemmas facing reporters in the age of
Internet-accelerated media.

When a news hook involves a hot-button issue like online
pedophilia, even seasoned reporters may be tempted to go
forward with a headline-grabbing story that relies on
secondary sources. And stories about hackers may be the
toughest to report accurately.

In declaring himself to be the fearsome nemesis of online
pedophiles, Valor created the perfect Trojan horse. 
In an article published in Forbes Digital Tool in April,
reporter Adam Penenberg spotlighted Valor's "Dirty
Harry-like" [http://www.forbes.com/tool/html/98/apr/0417/feat.htm]
assaults on porn traders who were using Internet Relay Chat
channels like #teensex to barter forbidden images.

Valor had successfully hacked 99 pedophile targets,
Penenberg reported, while law-enforcement officials "turned
a blind eye" to Se7en's illegal intrusions. 

"I can find a pedophile and trash his machine all within 60
minutes," Valor was quoted as saying. "I could snag more of
them in one night than a D.A. could prosecute in his whole
career." 

*Newsday* ran a story, reprinted in the *Salt Lake Tribune*
and elsewhere, under the headline "Se7en's Sins Are Deadly
For Child-Porn Dealer" [http://www.newsday.com/nd1/matt001v.htm].
It painted Valor as a cyber-warrior able to reduce a pedophile's 
hard drive to "a big hunk of Swiss," while displaying Se7en's
alleged electronic calling card -- a python -- on the
screen.
 
Another one of Se7en's "hacker weapons," *Newsday's*
Matthew McAllester wrote, was a program that would search
for and destroy all the JPEG files on a pedophile's
machine.

  [ I think ECPAT were conned by someone claiming this 
    capability, too. ]

I filed one of the first stories about Se7en's alleged
crusade, "Hacker Vows 'Terror' for Child Pornographer"
[http://www.wired.com/news/news/culture/story/4437.html],
published in Wired News in 1997.

I quoted Valor as saying he had been initially skeptical
about all the media hype about porn on the Net, but was
convinced to jump into the breach after seeing images of
"4-year-olds being raped, 6-year-olds forced to have oral
sex with cum running down themselves."

Valor subsequently appeared on MSNBC, brandishing
photographs that he said were images of children downloaded
from the Net.

Discovery Channel Canada Online interviewed him in
RealAudio and paid tribute to the way Valor "dish(es) out
justice" [http://www.exn.ca/html/templates/htmlpage.cfm?ID=
19980611-52&Parent=Technology] ." The accompanying article 
cited Valor's assertion that Usenet newsgroups dedicated to 
child porn garner over 7,000 new images daily, a figure 
repeated in article after article.

   [ And in some UNESCO documents, it seems. ]

A program on the Microsoft Research site that monitors
newsgroup posting volume indicates that number was 
inflated ten or twentyfold. 

Super-villainy calls for superheroes, and one of the
superpowers that Se7en allegedly used against pedophiles
was his immunity from laws against computer intrusions. 

On the Microsoft Radio Network, Valor held forth for an
hour claiming that police, judges, and federal officials
wouldn't touch him, because they loathed his victims more
than they cared about his destruction of personal property. 
"You find me a jury anywhere in the world that is going to
convict me for invading a child pornographer's computer and
destroying it," he bragged to *Newsday's* McAllester. "Or
in the unlikely event they find me guilty... you just made
a national martyr. The whole country is going to go nuts." 

*Forbes'* Penenberg is widely respected as an astute
reporter with particular expertise in covering the hacker
beat. In May, it was Penenberg who first sniffed out
[http://www.forbes.com/tool/html/98/may/0511/otw.htm]
inconsistencies in a feature about hackers by Stephen 
Glass, who was subsequently found to have fabricated 
sources for stories in other national magazines.
 
Penenberg didn't rely only on Valor's own statements to
write his profile. He interviewed a number of sources in
law enforcement and the hacker underground -- both on and
off the record. Among them was the head of the US Customs
Cybersmuggling division, Gene Weinschenk, and a group that
calls itself the Ethical Hackers Against Pedophilies
[http://www.ehap.org] (EHAP), dedicated to using legal
means to snare child pornographers online. 

"If Christian Valor fooled law enforcement and fooled EHAP,
then it's possible that he fooled me," Penenberg said when
contacted for this article. 

The story in *Newsday* quoted only Valor himself, but
reporter McAllester said he remembered talking with someone
in the New York State attorney general's office about it.
Senior members of the attorney general's Internet crime
team in Buffalo say they've never heard of Valor. 

Info-war [http://www.infowar.com] specialist Winn
Schwartau, who hosted the radio show featuring Valor, also
said he can't personally confirm any of his hacks. 
Part of the problem in accurately researching stories about
hackers, Penenberg suggested, is that it's hard to know
whom to trust.

"Every time I write about hackers, whether it's Yobie
Benjamin, Christian Valor, milw0rm, or Kevin Mitnick," he
said, "I get e-mail from anonymous hackers in cyberspace
saying that these guys don't know anything. Who do you
believe?"

Journalist Richard Thieme, who published two interviews
[http://www.thiemeworks.com/write/hacking/seven1.htm] with
Valor on his Web site and wrote about his alleged immunity
in Salon [http://www.salonmagazine.com/21st/feature/1998/10/
27feature2.html], also never witnessed Se7en in action. 
He stays away from Valor these days, calling him "a social
engineer, mostly mouth."

Thieme made the observation that, by making those who trade
in illegal pornography his targets and his *cause celebre*,
Valor's credibility had built-in insurance. Valor claimed
that no one would report his attacks to the authorities,
because to do so would be to implicate oneself as a
pedophile.

An added benefit to Valor was that his modus operandi made
it very difficult to confirm or deny his activities. 
"If Se7en claimed he was hacking the Mafia," Thieme
speculated, "he might get shot." 

Valor showcased his vigilantism as a more benevolent
alternative to government censorship. But when one man's
exaggerations are widely reported in the press -- like
Joseph McCarthy's list of Communist spies -- they can
influence legislation, believes Paul McMasters, First
Amendment ombudsman for the Freedom Forum
[http://www.freedomforum.org].

"It has an inevitable impact on public policy and public
perception. The Rimm study [a discredited expose of
pornography online printed in *Time* magazine in 1995] 
ends up being waved on the floor of the Senate."

The eagerness of reporters to embrace Se7en's crusade
points to a crucial lack of professional skepticism around
the subject of child pornography, McMasters charged: "It's
all about a cyberpanic -- the mainstream media's inability
to resist the temptation to find another monster in the
belly of the beast."

In a news industry refashioned in the image of the Net,
where deadlines are perpetual and anxiety about getting
scooped is soaring, reporters "aren't *allowed* to do a
good job," he observed.

With hackers making front-page headlines, many reporters
and editors are scrambling to ramp up their technical
knowledge. A juicy high-tech item may not get the same
edit-desk scrutiny as a story on another subject. Ultimately, 
it was Valor's former comrades who brought down the 
legend of Se7en. 

The reason that Pete Shipley stopped teaching alongside him
at New Dimensions International, he said, is that students
would address him as Se7en's assistant. 

"They'd ask me, 'What's it like to study under Se7en?'" he
recalled. "I'm not going to be belittled by someone who
doesn't know what they're talking about." 

Brian Martin said that he truly liked Valor, but he got
tired of being lied to. Valor would brag about six-figure
incomes and owning an NSX racing car. Anytime anyone was in
the position to see it, however, the car would be
conveniently out of action. 

Martin finally added his old friend to his list of
"charlatans" [http://www.attrition.org/errata/charlatan.html#se7en]
on a Web page tracking frauds on both sides of the hacker
/media fence. 

Then Rabey contacted the reporters who had done the initial
profiles of Se7en.  "I'm ready to sing," she wrote in email.

When I asked Valor to provide the name of one person who
had observed his attacks, he said he "often lives alone."
Then he named Rabey as a witness. He also claimed that he
hacked pedophiles' sites on camera for MSNBC. 

Rabey says, however, that the TV hack was faked, and that
the pictures Valor displayed for reporters were not child
pornography from the Net, but snapshots of a former
girlfriend. 

Now the would-be superhero just wants to teach his classes,
settle down with his girlfriend, and buy a house. 
"It got to the point where I grew up," he said. 

-------------------------------------------------------------




Canada:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Full text of Justice Shaw's ruling in Canada:

http://www.courts.gov.bc.ca/jdb%2Dtxt/sc/99/00/s99%2D0040.txt

-------------------------------------------------------------




Canada:
-------------------------------------------------------------

9th Feb 1999

_Zero Privacy? Zero Knowledge May Have a Way Around That_

One of the most famous cartoons in online history
shows a dog in front of a computer saying, "On the
Internet, nobody knows you're a dog." It spoofs
"avatars"--virtual identities that swept the chat 
rooms and online communities a few years back.

Like most things Internet, that cartoon lost currency
fast. Nowadays, direct marketers, employers and hackers can
identify most users' pedigrees with ease.

From psychographic profiles based on analyzing your
Web-surfing "click stream" to precisely targeted junk
e-mail, or "spam," and from "sniffer" software that
captures personal information over the network to "cookie"
files Web sites plant on your PC to chart your comings and
goings, the industry exploits the growing transparency of
Internet identities.

"You have zero privacy anyway," Sun Microsystems' 
refreshingly blunt Chief Executive Scott McNealy reportedly 
quipped at a recent event announcing Sun's Jini technology
for networking digital appliances. "Get over it."

"Zero Privacy" McNealy probably hasn't heard of Zero
Knowledge Systems, a small Montreal firm whose Freedom
software will be shown publicly for the first time today at
the Demo industry conference in Indian Wells, Calif. The
product should be commercially available in March.

If Freedom works as advertised, it would help reverse
the seemingly inexorable slide toward full disclosure. It
offers the possibility of secure Internet privacy for the
entire personal online experience.

The security industry has already produced spam
filters and encryption algorithms; some are even usable by
mere mortals. And every reputable Internet merchant
protects your credit card number from online thieves.

But no such scheme prevents marketers from finding out
where you shopped. And no single product handles all
personal security needs. Several security gaps--for
example, instant messaging and chat--make comprehensive
Internet privacy elusive.

One product, Web Anonymizer [http://www.anonymizer.com], 
obscures your identity during Web surfing but relies on servers 
(the computers that transfer and manage Web traffic) that 
could reveal your identity if they were compromised by hackers 
or their administrators were compelled by court order to 
disclose data on users.

Freedom encrypts messages and personal identifiers
(such as e-mail address and Web domain codes in the message
"header") by bouncing them around a network of intermediary
servers between your click and your destination. Each
server knows the last machine to pass off the data, but
none knows both the originator and the destination, so they
have nothing to reveal. 

The company claims that because Freedom works at the
network level, it will be compatible with any Internet
software program or service provider's system.

In short, Freedom would provide security for the full
range of Internet personal privacy concerns--e-mail, Web
surfing, instant messaging and chat, plus a spam filter and
cookie protector--in one inexpensive package. For $50, you
buy as many as five pseudonymous identities for a year or
one identity for five years.

You might use your real name for business or family
matters and one or more untraceable pseudonyms for
participating in, say, a support group for recovering
alcoholics, a forum on abortion or a role-play fantasy
world.

If the product lives up to its billing, this
combination of features will offer unprecedented
protection, according to Bruce Schneier, chief executive of
Counterpane Systems, a computer security and cryptography
consulting firm in Minneapolis.

"It could be an important step forward," said Evan
Hendricks, editor of the Privacy Times newsletter. He
noted, however, that there are still gaps related to how
personal information you offer voluntarily is
surreptitiously sold or otherwise abused.

And the e-commerce effects might be the most
important. Only a fraction of Web users buy goods or
services online. Among those who don't, more than half
blame security and privacy concerns, according to a recent
study by San Diego-based market researcher InfoBeads.

Freedom is pseudonymous, not anonymous; you can
establish persistent identities with buying habits,
interactions with ads and Web site preferences. Because
marketers sell against profiles, not individuals, they
don't care who you are, just where you click. Therefore,
somewhat paradoxically, Freedom could also free online
buying.

"When users don't see themselves as having privacy,
they'll just lie and give totally false [demographic and
personal] data, so a lot of the data that marketers get
today is useless," said Zero Knowledge Chief Scientist Ian
Goldberg. Goldberg is an original "cypherpunk"--a loosely
knit group of crypto-libertarians known for untangling
knotty algorithms and sporting long ponytails. He's famous
for having cracked some of the most secure encryption
systems ever devised.

So if you can buy goods and volunteer accurate data
with confidence... open the e-commerce floodgates.

Even if Zero Knowledge falls on its face, the concept
is so strong that somebody will figure out an alternate
scheme that proves the McNealys wrong.

-------------------------------------------------------------


UK:
-------------------------------------------------------------

7th Feb 99

 _New myths for old on child sex abuse_ -- explains how the 
new Home Office report, 'Sex offending against children: 
understanding the risk', replaces 'stranger danger' with 
fear of the family._

A new Home Office report on child sex abuse 'should help to 
rebut widely held myths and assumptions about offenders', 
according to Gloria Laycock of the policing and reducing 
crime unit (PRC unit). 

The report does attack some commonplace fears about
predatory paedophile rings, but in their place it
substitutes new prejudices against ordinary families.

According to the report the vast majority of child sex
offenders know their victims, act alone and are less likely
to reoffend than other criminals. This intelligence is a
useful rebuttal to the anxieties last year about predatory
paedophile rings. Last April those fears led to violent
attacks on paedophile suspects, many of them innocent men,
and even the storming of a Bristol police station thought
to be harbouring sex offender Sidney Cooke, in which dozens
of police officers were injured. Strangely, the Home Office
knew back then that the vast majority of child sex offences
were not cases of 'stranger danger' but were committed in
the home, but chose not to say so. I know that, because
they advised me on the real figures, on the basis of which
I wrote in LM magazine: 'The rule is that where child
molestation does occur it occurs in the home. Of the 90 or
so child sex offenders who are released each year, the vast
bulk will have offended against family members.' (May 1998)

Now the Home Office reports that only 18 per cent are
strangers. Even though home secretary Jack Straw knew that
the danger posed by 'career paedophiles' was very small, he
chose not to say so. Instead Straw cranked up the panic,
saying that the fears of the crowds were justified.

The other revelation in the new report is that recidivism 
among child sex offenders is much lower than it is for other
offences - though again this was reported in LM last May.

The new figures supplied by the Home Office show that
reconviction rates are about 20 per cent over 20 years,
whereas non-sexual offenders are reconvicted at a rate of
about 50 per cent over two years. That stands in stark
contrast to the claims made by professionals working with
paedophiles who have argued again and again that child sex
offenders are never 'cured' of their compulsion. These are
little more than the arguments of professionals working in
the area to secure their jobs indefinitely. 

The Home Office's concession that child sex offenders, like 
sex offenders in general, have a low rate of recidivism blows
apart the rationale for the sex offenders' register. When
it was proposed this measure was acknowledged to be an
incursion on civil liberties, allowing employers far
greater access to prison records than had previously been
the case. The principle that your debt to society had been
paid with the serving of your sentence was overthrown in
favour of the idea that some special 'types' of people
needed regular observation and supervision. The
justification for that historic change in the criminal
justice system was justified on the grounds that safety was
more important. Now the low rates of recidivism have been
acknowledged, the argument that the register provides for
greater safety makes little sense. 

But however belated, the Home Office's rebuttal of the myth 
of the ubiquitous and incurable predatory paedophile is 
welcome. The fear and hatred that such panics created were 
destructive, leading to violent assaults and corrosive 
distrust in working class communities. 

But sadly the Home Office is propagating much more vicious 
prejudices in the place of the paedophile panic. After the
event, Home Office minister Paul Boateng lectures, 'Sex 
abuse by a stranger is of great concern to the public, but 
the report shows that abuse within the family, or by an 
individual who has a relationship based on trust with 
the child, is more common'. Boateng is not trying to calm 
fears, but redirect them on to families. 

As LM warned last May the relative rarity of stranger danger
'is often misunderstood to mean that the home is a place of
great danger. For professionals 'it seems all too
believable that every parent is a potential abuser'. 

The new report states that there are 76 000 cases a year,
according to police statistics. But police statistics are
famously subject to all kinds of manipulation, recording
allegations, many of which prove to be unsubstantiated, as
well as double-entry recording. The actual number of
convictions in 1997 was just 894.  

Fears of child sex abuse are deeply atavistic and rarely 
susceptible to reasoned argument. But for that very reason 
they hide the worst kind of unconsidered prejudice. Today 
the Home Office is very wise about the misconceptions on 
the part of working class communities about 'stranger 
danger'. But the professionals' own prejudices against 
working class families are stronger than ever. The belief 
that working class homes are rife with incest and abuse
tells us more about the authorities' own attitudes than it 
ever could about family life. American black scholar Cornel 
West has pointed to a similar development in the USA, in
his new book _The War Against Parents_: 'Over the last 30 
years, thousands of professionals associated with our 
burgeoning child welfare bureaucracy have developed what 
can only be described as a parent-bashing mentality.' He 
writes that many professionals 'are now firmly convinced 
that the American family is largely dysfunctional' and 
'that a majority of parents have the potential to abuse
children'.

Predictably the Home Office concludes that there is a need
for more and closer regulation of ex-offenders. They also
demand that all members of the community, including
children, should be encouraged to disclose abuse. It
appears that the authors are less interested in dispelling
myths than stirring up a climate of fear and distrust,
where everybody is encouraged to spy and inform on their
neighbours. 

_Sex offending against children: understanding
the risk_, by Don Grubin, is available from the Home Office
Policing and Reducing Crime Unit, Research, Development and
Statistics Directorate, 50 Queen Anne's Gate, London SW1H
9AT.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Academic notes:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Sexuality & Culture*, 1, 107-130 (1997)
Forbidden Love: Student-Professor Romances

By Barry M. Dank, *California State University, 
Long Beach*, and Joseph S. Fulda, *New York City*

_Abstract_
 
"This article explores the history, sociology, and dynamics
of a contemporary taboo: romances between students and
faculty on college campuses. We show how the taboo has fed
off unrelated notions such as sexual harassment and
pedophilia, with the result that such romances have been
pornographized and their participants--students and faculty
alike--objectified. We conclude by suggesting that the
movement to ban student-faculty romances is fueled by a
resentment toward dominant societal age norms regulating
dating/mating."

--

Feb 99

A recent study asked US college students to choose from
a list of activities, ranging from kissing to sexual
intercourse, and asked to say which of them counted as
"having sex", more than half answered that oral sex did
not.

The study was published in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association by its distinguished editor, George 
Lundberg, and appeared last month as members of the US 
senate began considering whether the sexual high jinks 
of the President, and his subsequent denials, should
result in his impeachment. 

Impeccable timing, you might have thought. The majority
American view of whether oral sex counts as having sex is
surely relevant to the events now unfolding on Capitol
Hill. That, however, is not how the luminaries of the
American Medical Association saw it. To them, Dr Lundberg's
decision to time publication as he did was an unacceptable
intrusion into the political process.  He was sacked.

The sacking has provoked an extraordinary reaction which
cannot have been anticipated by the AMA. The story
dominated the broadcast media for most of the day on which
it was announced, and at least 53 metropolitan newspapers
carried it on their front pages. Since then, acres of
newsprint have been devoted to the sacking, almost all of
it critical of the AMA, which has been depicted as
hidebound and out of touch. As the New York Post put it: "I
haven't heard recently of any editor being fired for being
relevant about what's going on in the world." 

On this side of the Atlantic, the British Medical Journal
had within 10 days received 67 responses on its website to
its comment on the sacking, 55 of which (82 per cent) were
outraged by Lundberg's dismissal. Half of these were
editors themselves. One, Magne Nylenna, editor of the
Journal of the Norwegian Medical Association, suggested
establishing a George Lundberg Award for editorial
integrity.

Nor is the finding unimportant. For doctors and
other health professionals with an interest in 
adolescent and sexual health, the issue of what 
young people understand as "having sex" matters 
a good deal. It could affect everything from
sex education to HIV prevention.

As one correspondent to the BMJ - Simon Chapman, 
editor of Tobacco Control - discovered when he 
questioned his teenage children, fellatio may be 
commoner than we think. 
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------



Crypto news:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

_U.S. Encryption Market May Be Forced Offshore_

Feb 8 1999

A brutal reality is dawning on businesses involved in providing
encryption solutions to global companies: If you are not
partnered with a vendor that has an offshore presence, you
could be in for a headache.

Offshore subsidiaries of U.S. security companies can skirt
U.S. regulations on exporting encryption technology. Buying
from the offshore company makes it more feasible to sell an
encryption solution to a U.S. company with global offices.
In the past few years, most security vendors have set up
such offshore partnerships.

And, RSA Data Security Inc., Redwood City, Calif., recently
made a bold move by establishing a wholly-owned offshore
subsidiary in Australia. 

Complicating matters, the U.S. Commerce Department is not
expected to even examine current export legislation for
probably a year - decades in Internet time. 

"In the long run, being able to [distribute encryption
globally] will be the deciding factor for the success of
software and hardware companies," said Jack Oswald,
president and chief executive of RPK Security Inc., San
Francisco, whose development plants are all offshore.

RPK, whose customers are mostly located outside the United
States, just landed an encryption deal with a U.S.-based
Internet phone company largely because the customer can
incorporate high-level encryption into product development
overseas and then sell the product back into the United
States. 

Probably the most disheartening news to U.S. vendors in
recent days is the threat of losing the market of an entire
country simply over this limited export issue. 

In a letter sent last month to India's Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) - an intelligence agency comparable to the
U.S. National Security Agency - the Indian Defense Research
and Development Organization said that the limits the U.S.
government places on exported encryption products render
the products too weak for reliable use. The CVC responded
that it might mandate that all Indian financial
institutions must buy security software from India. 

"The government should not limit global deployment of
necessary encryption technology," said Pat Gelsinger, vice
president of Intel Corp.'s desktop products group, at a
recent security conference. The company needs to
manufacture products for worldwide customers, and users
will not tolerate "back doors" allowing access by U.S.
government officials to their data, he said.

Hardware companies such as Intel are becoming enraged with
the current state of the export legislation, because if the
problem is not resolved, they could be forced to set up two
types of chip designs - one with higher encryption bits for
domestic customers and one with limited security for
international use - a costly production setup.

Adding another blow to U.S. industry, the French government
in January announced a major reversal in its export
controls, deregulating encryption.  France had previously 
had the most restrictive cryptography controls of any Western 
nation.  The French government also intends to eliminate the 
need for users to place private keys capable of decoding 
the data in government-approved "trusted third party" 
centers.

Louis Brousse, a former Motorola executive who chairs the
telecommunications committee of the American Chamber of
Commerce in France, said the Chamber was aware of numerous 
U.S. corporations that came close to moving significant
operations out of France solely because of the inability
to use encryption.

------------------------------------------------------------




Alessandra's Smile (web-site) editorial:
------------------------------------------------------------

Art, Politics & The Law 

28-Dec-98

by Lawrence A. Stanley
 
 _It Can't Happen Here?  The Burning of Art to make a better 
America._
 

     On May 23, 1995, twenty-nine pencil drawings by
British artist Graham Ovenden were seized by United States
Customs in New York City upon entry into the United States.
At the same time, Customs also seized a number of books,
among them multiple copies of Ovenden's monograph, *States
of Grace*.  In July, Zachary Carter, the United States
Attorney for the Eastern District of New York, directed
Customs to clear all the seized books for importation into
the US.  However, he ordered the 29 Drawings impounded,
asking whether they might be obscene or perhaps even "child
pornography."  Mr. Carter's concerns were aimed at the
content of the drawings: specifically he questioned whether
any drawings which depicted the genitalia of a child could
"possess serious artistic value." (Under the law, an item
which possesses "serious artistic value" cannot, by
definition, be "obscene.") He also speculated that if the
drawings depicted actual minors, they could arguably be
"child pornography."
 
     US Attorney Carter is not a moral crusader, but a
Clinton appointee who is, to some degree, a liberal.  As a
former U.S. Magistrate, he is also respectful of the
judicial process and would not, for example, use his
office, as many prosecutors do, to advance his own personal
moral agenda.
 
    Over the past twenty years, many people, liberals and
conservatives alike, have been swept up by the tide of
paranoia regarding images of minors. Unable or unwilling to
distinguish between ideas expressed by the pen (as well as
the pencil and paintbrush) and potentially harmful behavior
acted out in reality, many people now imagine visual erotic
representations to be acts of sexual violence themselves,
or at the very least invitations or incitements to sexual
violence.  Simply, however, these false beliefs are the
result of a web of lies perpetrated by the state and its
managers in gaining ever-greater control over the populace.
 
     So it is that now the United States government is in
the business of burning art to "protect" minors. In twenty
or thirty years, art critics and academics looking back on
this case (as they have looked back at the persecution
nearly ninety years ago of Egon Schiele, and as they will
look back on the contemporary persecutions of Mike Diana
for his comic art or the Dead Kennedys for distributing an
H.R. Giger painting along with their *Frankenchrist* LP)
will shake their heads in uncomprehension that it ever
happened at all. But there can be no mistaking the fact
that Mr. Carter and his office are currently not alone in
the belief that American society should be cleansed of
certain artistic images and ideas.  Indeed, conservatives
and liberals alike are marching in lockstep against free
speech.

     In order to support the 29 Drawings, we have created a
pay web-site discussing the 29 drawings and the history of
minors in erotic art.  In addition, we have provided a
gallery with over a hundred artistic [legal] images that 
could just as easily fall victim to censorship.  We are not 
receiving any financial assistance for this cause, but 
instead must go it alone.  For $15, you can help support
our extensive legal and expert witness fees -- and this 
worthy cause.  

Please contribute.

--------------------------------------------------------------
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  [ Happy third birthday (tomorrow) to ASGL!  Archives are
    at: http://208.232.135.168/asgl/archive.html  ]



'Desire' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Happy birthday, ASGL! Three years old now, you're starting more and
more to look like a beautiful girl. May you grow up in love & peace.

'Desire'
----------------------------------------------------------------------





'AmatorPuellurum' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'Sanctuary' wrote:
>No, thank you for being bold enough to reveal that we can 
>have excellent relationships with girls as long as the 
>authorities don't ruin it. I still believe that the precious 
>memories will live on.

Thank you, for the encouragement, however I'm far from bold
If it were not for my alias "Amator Puellurum" I would not be
able to face the world with what they say is a "problem"!
(by the way... "Amator Puellurum" roughly translates to
girl-lover or lover of girls... Just thought some of you may be
interested, I guess I actually learned something in Latin
class, huh)

--

'Surgeboy' wrote:
>One film, the 1997 version of "Lolita" with Jeremy Irons was
>criticized as a horrible adaption of the book.  Perhaps, but 
>it is a darn sight better than the 1956 Kubrick version.

I totally agree!  Also, if anyone knows where I can get a video
tape or DVD of the new version of Lolita I would greatly 
appreciate it, I have a copy of it taped off of Showtime but 
would like something better.

--

'Observer' wrote:
>the film. I believe that my friends suspect me of being a pedophile
>so I was a
>little apprehensive about how they would react. To my surprise one of
>them
>said it would have been nice if Marty and Willie could have hooked up
>somehow,
>maybe the movie could have had a five year time lapse or something.
>Then to
>shock me further the other friend of mine mentioned how gorgeous she
>thinks
>Natalie Portman is. I was relieved to hear someone else say it for a
>change. 

I know how you feel, and I too have been surprised by my friends. I
recently watched "Pretty Baby" and "Lolita" (1997) with some friends 
of mine (I suspect they know about my feelings...) I was very 
surprised to hear them talking about how beautiful Brooke Shields 
was and how just about all of them reacted to the scene in Lolita 
with Lolita sitting in Humbert's lap. (great scene!)

Your also completely right about Natalie Portman, she's great in the
"Professional" too, (if you have it on DVD like I do try slow-motion
during the scene in the kitchen and you'll get a nice panty-shot.)

--

'Rational' wrote:
>Amator wrote an all-too-common story. In it there were two martyrs. 
>There are always martyrs to us. I wish none was needed... It made 
>me sad but.....

Your right, but isn't there some way we can stop this madness?  Isn't
there some way we can help look out for each other? 

--

In response to 'BigBoyNow's American bashing, you are right in some 
respects, but not all of us are "prudish" and "puritan".

All the other stuff being blasted at us is the true pornography... 
not pictures of beautiful, innocent young girls that the 
"moral-do-gooders" say is 'kiddie-porn'.  I say, "Rant on brother!" 
just don't put down ALL Americans.

'Amator'
---------------------------------------------------------------------



'Scramble' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

I am quite new to this mailing list, but I've been long enough to think
that it's one of the best I have ever been in. I am a 24 (almost 25) years
old Italian young man. Although I am not a fully-oriented paedophile, and I
prefer considering my fondness for children (little girls above all...hehe)
as a concrete reflection of my love for innocence and pure feelings, I can
share most of your emotions, and I suffer as much as you do as I feel
deprived of the possibility of delivering love to whoever I want, the way I
want.

Articles and opinions I read within this mailing list are of such an high
level of dialectics that I don't feel like adding anything else. I have
loved and I agree with most of them, and whereas I feel confused or I 
don't agree I think that love has so many nuances, and so many means of 
expression depending on one's own unique baggage of experiences.

I'd like to thank 'Humbert 3' for sharing his story about the girl suffering
from cancer, Jihan's last letter made me almost cry and recall the topical
experiences of my life, when I was a volunteer worker in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
Like you Humbert 3, I will never _ever_ forget the veil of pain and
deprivation in the eyes of the several children I met there. For some 
of them war had meant the abrupt start of a life of poverty and sacrifice. 
And yet, in spite of having lost their toys, their homes, sometimes 
their parents or favourite playmates, their smiles would still
shine more than sun rays through thick curtains, a blatant lesson everyone
still finding the utmost horror in the 'paedophile' should experience. It's
not my faintest intention to be be rethorical, but like you Humbert, I
claimed to help them coming to terms with the disastrous effects war had
caused to their young lives, and I turned out being faced by my own weakness
and impotence. And they gave me teddy bears to understand, to overcome my
pain. Every smile, every moment of fun or proximity whatsoever was a teddy
bear for my tormented soul, an invitation to let everything flow over and
join them in their innocent unawareness. I just wish they could stay forever
as I saw them all; should that be so, never that torn land would face a war
again.

There's something far beyond an apology in my words. Something happened
while I was there, that changed my life and my emotions towards little girls
forever, strongly driving them in a direction never would I have expected. I
only regret my written English is yet not good enough to render both the
story and the feelings involved the way they deserve. So, as for now, I
won't be posting it on this list.

--

I have something in reply to 'Ian':

>I use pay phone for calls, don't shop at the same locations, avoid
>shopping at the nearest small markets, and no one knows I have a thing for
>young girls. I am living like a bad criminal that is being searched for. So
>almost no one knows
>I exist

Dear Ian, I think this is the worst way _ever_ to live your own sexuality,
the worst way to respond to your intimate demands. It's not really about
"coming out of the closet", you only need to find a decent 'politically
correct' way to access the objects of your desire. What? One of the keys for
social acceptance is professional education/training? Even if you have a job
or other qualifications, join a childcare-related course and finally claim
by rights your place as a truehearted girl-lover in a world of people who
look babysitted, fostered and 'managed' childhood as the ultimate source of
earning and career (hmm...just looking to what in UK adoption and childcare
charity system have become).

You don't have to hunt for every bit of child eros in the air and thank
heaven for what you've just got, you will find plenty of children (and lgs
of course) desperately seeking for love near where you live, close, closer
than you think. And places where orphanages and streets are literally 
bursting with children needing not only love but a better life, even for 
a couple of months. I know myself someone who constantly travels to all
these poor countries to gift a fortnight of joy and relief to children 
around orphanages and streets. He's a very smart mechanical engineer, 
unmarried and quite rich, and uses to spend almost every slice of his spare 
time. He's probably a paedophile, but whatever feelings and behaviours he 
might express to all those children, I do know none of them would ever 
feel more loved than when he/she is with that man.

After all, if your neighbour's little blonde daughter has already someone
who loves and takes care of her, there are countless children who don't have
anyone who tucks them up in bed. And, probably, they won't have blankets
either.

--

P.S. I - to "Amator Puellurum" - Since you are quite new on the mailing list
and so is your handle, I'd suggest you to retouch it to "Amator PuellArum".
If you meant "girl lover" in Latin, that should be the correct spelling. If
it is a more general "child lover" you meant, than you can use the masculine
"Amator Puerorum" or, best, the most-used shortcut "Amator Puerum".

P.S.2 - A more frivolous one. Anyone can tell me what the f**k Aaron Carter
(the child singer) is? Is 'it' a girl? Or a boy? I saw 'it' on a music video
(the song was 'Crazy Little Party Girl' or something) and looked pretty nice
as a little girl. Then I looked at some homepages, and some of them refer to
'it' as a girl, some others as a boy. Maybe it's just a computer-generated
character, or a poor child freak whose unluck is not to be an hermaphrodite
but to have a Backstreet Boy as a brother... ;-)

  "One day the world will be ready for you...
     ...and wonder how they didn't see..."
                              (Eels, Spunky)

'Scramble'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Stickybear' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi,

I'm new to the ASGL-L mailing list and just wanted to yell a big 
friendly "cheers" to everyone.  I must say that finding this list is 
like a dream come true.  It's so good to find others who have similar 
feelings, anxieties, and, unfortunately, frustrations that our true love 
and passion brings us.  I've spent so many years being held prisoner by 
guilt, severe depression, alienation, and suicidal tendencies.  And for 
what?  Just because I'm attracted to little girls?  I've never touched 
or harmed a child and never would... to see a child in pain and in tears 
makes my heart hurt.  The day I made the decision to accept myself for 
who and what I am was the day that these horrible shackles came off and 
I begin to enjoy life.  I'm sure this is a 'broken record' to many of 
you, but, nevertheless, it feels good to share these thoughts and 
feelings.

As for myself, I'm a 20-something-year-old male employed at 
a public library.  I'm usually working the desk, but I'm also 
the work in the children library.  I spend a large amount of time 
in the presence of beautiful little girls... my god, how they make 
my heart fill with such warmth and happiness!  I have many wonderful 
stories to share and will do so in the future.

Sincerely,

'Stickybear'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------



'The Fairy Knight'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

I hope I have this right. I am rather inexperienced with the 
internet. If I have sent this to the wrong place, plese tell me 
how to do it right. I am intending for this to show up in
ASGL. I am an avid book reader and thought I would mention 
some of my favorite books, more to see if they will actualy 
show up where I send them than anything else. 

So, here it goes. One that I read recently, a book 
obviously writen for a younger audience, was titled _Below 
The Root_, with sequels _And All In Between_ and _Until 
The Celebration_.  The book has no scenes of an explicit
nature, but in several places hints that there is far more
sexual liberalism in this fictitious society than in our 
current one. It is a work of science fiction, and takes place
in a futuristic society that has rather valiantly tried to 
set aside violence, with sexuality being one of the tools
they have used to do this.
 
The other set of books I would like to sugest are the
Elenium and Tamuli trilogys by David Eddings. These
six books do not contain any actual GL relationships, 
but there is a very entertaining young girl-child who
tags along with the heroes. She turns out to be far
more than the foundling they assume her to be, but
if I told you how it would take all the fun out of finding
out yourself. 

I would also like to know if anyone knows where a short 
science fiction or fantasy story with a definite GL theme 
might be sent. I have written a few and would like to write 
more, and I also want some feedback. 

 [ Three options - 1) start a GL serious fiction writing
   criticism e-mail circle, 2) place the first few chapters 
   of your novel on your web site and charge people to
   get hold of the rest if they like it (or even record
   it and then make it into an MP3 "audio book"), or 3) 
   send the MS to Alessandra's Smile and see if they 
   might be interested in publishing it. ]

I think that I would much rather not wave that 
sort of thing around too much in public, however. 
Does anyone know where a place might be found where 
such fiction from GLs might be welcome?

'The Fairy Knight'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Desire' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

Little to be noticed here, whether positive or negative. So 
I'll go to the reactions immediately.

--

'Sanctuary' wrote:
> I haven't had a day like that in a long, long time and it 
> looks like it could possibly happen again. I just hope 
> she and my daughter get along or she has the guts to 
> play with me anyway.

From what you write, I get the feeling that she's several years
younger than your daughter, and at that age girls tend to split up
in same-age groups often. Am I correct in that feeling?

--

'Surgeboy' wrote:
> Speaking of magazines, I saw an issue of "Village Voice"
> early last year with a very sexy picture of a young girl on the
> cover.  She was in the nude and it was for a cover story about
> 'Art vs. Porn'.  It was available around March of 1998.

'Ianthe' reacted:
>    [ I think it was discussed here when it came out ]

Going through the archives (I did a search for you too, 'Observer',
but although I remembered watching the page you want the link to I
cannot find it), I find that 'Oskar' wrote in the 23 March edition:

" If anyone happened to see the copy of _The Village Voice_ that the 
 latter mentioned article if from, they know why I'm writing now.  When I
 went into tower records the other week I was leaving and habitually 
 picked up my copy of _The Village Voice_.  My heart jumped as I saw the 
 cover.  the entire 14x17 inch cover (or thereabouts) was filled with a 
 beautiful Hamilton photograph.  (I'll have Ianthe translate into metric 
 because I sure can't.)  It was one of a beautiful full body (although 
 cropped for the cover) shot of a pre-pubescent blond haired girl, body 
 in profile, but facing the camera, hand to mouth and flowers in her 
 hair.  There was also another of his photos on the inside of a slightly 
 older girl small developing breasts looking straight at the camera 
 wearing only painties that are pulled extremely tight leaving nothing to 
 the imagination.  I leave the cover out on my desk so I can always see 
 it to make me happy.  My roomates, I know, find it somewhat appealing. "

--

'?' wrote:
> Mature beyond her years, inquisitive, smart, the little 
> actress whose name is Mary Badham is a pleasure to watch. Wish i knew 
> where she acted next. 

For questions like this, check the Internet Movie Database,
http://uk.imdb.com/. Mary Badham appeared in:

To Kill a Mockingbird (1962)
Let's Kill Uncle (1966)
This Property Is Condemned (1966),

and had a guest appearance in "The Twilight Zone" in 1964.

She has retired from acting, and nowadays lives as a housewife and
mother.

--

'Ian' wrote:
> Damn man, this is the stuff that should be coming from NL, Denmark, 
> Sweden etc!!!

Unfortunately, for the time being we seem to be just going further
down. Here in the Netherlands the judges seem to be more busy
extending the child porn laws than abolishing them.

--

'Quilty' wrote:
> I don't have a publication date yet, but you'll all be 
> first to know, and of course invited to the publication party 
> in Nice, France. (if you bring your neice!).

I'd love to come, but I don't have a niece. ;) Nor any hope of
getting one soon - neither of my brothers seems to be anywhere
close to becoming a father soon.

--

'Rational' wrote:
> Some months ago (in October?) there was a posting
> (or was it a news feature?) on an Italian page that
> argued against the censorship of a comic (magazine?)
> which depicted cartoon paedophilic sex in whose making 
> no models were used. Well I ask you in case someone
> could give me the correct link.
--

Press snippet:
> A London law firm, Stephens Innocent, warned Mensa in 1997
> that the newsletter could attract the attentions of Scotland
> Yard's Paedophile and Child Pornography Unit, risking an 
> embarrassing raid that would give the press "a field day". 

Getting raided by Scotland Yard not because one is involved in child
porn, but because one writes that child porn should be legal. If that
is possible, why don't we abolish freedom of speech immediately? This
is exactly the kind of thing it was created for.

> _'Secondary' fathers threaten evolutionary theory_

I don't see what the problem with evolution here is. Evolution will
work whether or not people realize it, and there isn't that much
difference between 'the baby is partly mine and partly yours' and 'the
baby is either mine of yours, but we don't know whose' anyway.

> Relapse prevention continues to be the currently most
> widely accepted treatment, despite the only well-controlled
> evaluation demonstrating it to be ineffective if not
> harmful.

See also the scientific article I put down at
http://people.goplay.com/gldesire/fog.html

> UK: Evidence from a fascist paper of how fascist activists
> are using the anti-paedophile climate to spread hate-
> propaganda and seek new recruits:

Not surprisingly either. Look at what is going on:
- scapegoating
- call for stricter justice
- demagogism

Does indeed sound like a fertile soil for fascist thought.

> Most parents feel they must put their own lives on hold while
> their children grow up, and even believe that they should consult
> their children before they make any decisions about the family's
> future.

Even though I do not agree that parents must put their own lives on
hold I DO agree that they should consult their children before making
important decisions. The family's future is their children's future
too! Of course that does not need to mean that the children have an
effective veto right for any such decision, but I think deciding 'for
about and without' someone is a bad idea - also when that someone is
a child.

'Desire'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



"Soft_&_Gentle" is searching:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

'Humbert2' had posted:
>The guy's from northern BC and is gutsy.  He's asking for 
>anyone with an opinion to e-mail him, and he'll post it, 
>but he won't post anonymously.  The URL is: http://pris.bc.ca/ppp/  
>go to the ramblings page, and there's a discussion on 
>the child porn decision and on age of consent laws.

Was away in the good old USA, trying to catch up.  Sounds like 
the above URL is dead.  Is this guy site got busted or the url 
is wrong?

If you got some of the comments that were posted I would be 
interested to see them.

We are getting very few details [about the case] from this 
end of the country, and I am curious to see what is happening.

Thanks, S&G.
----------------------------------------------------------------------




'Christin' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi!

'Ianthe' commented:
>   [ Nope, there's Isabel who posts (and _is_ a real female) and two
>     or three lurkers who claim to be. ]

Hello hello! And what about me??? (Ianthe, there is a list member who
knows me personal. Ask him if I "_am_ a real female or claim to be",
OK? :-)

But I mean, it's "not bad" - Isabel, Christin, and now 'Miss
Moneypenny' (BTW, Miss, have you ever asked your mother how much 
drugs she took before deciding to give you such a name? *grin*)

   [ She wrote without using a nickname, so I chose one for 
     her :) Ever watch the old James Bond movies ? ]

--

'Quilty' wrote:
>Ianthe asked about my book "Nymphets in the Movies" -- it's in
>production. I don't have a publication date yet, but you'll all be 
>first to know, and of course invited to the publication party 
>in Nice, France. (if you bring your neice!).
>
>'Quilty'

Quilty, could be you might see me and a friend there... 

:-) greetings,

'Christin'
--------------------------------------------------------------------



Humour:

TOP 12 WAYS THE BIBLE WOULD BE DIFFERENT IF IT WERE WRITTEN BY 
LITTLE GIRLS:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

12. 'Blood of Christ' switched from red wine to chocolate milkshake.

11. Last Supper would have been eaten by dog: vegetables! 

10. Ten Commandments are actually only five, double-spaced, and 
written in a big pink marker. 

9. David and Goliath replaced by the cute one from Titanic
and Wolf from Gladiators.

8. Forbidden fruit would have been eaten because it was
forbidden _and_ non-fattening.

7. Paul's Letter to the Romans becomes Paula's e-mail to: 
savethewhale@jap.gov 

6. Reason Cain killed Abel: They were boys. 

5. The place where the end of the world occurs: homework deadline
for Ms Peters (Dragon Woman), not Armageddon. 

4. Out go the mules; In come the Barbie mountain bikes. 

3. Reason why Moses and followers walked in desert for 40 years: 
They didn't want to ask boys for directions.

2. Tower of Babel blamed for horrid ugly new French teacher. 

1. Instead of God creating the world in six days and resting 
on the seventh, He would have put it off until the night 
before it was due and then do it under the bedcovers by 
torchlight.

-----------------------------------------------------------------






Advert:
============================================
http://www.alessandrasmile.com
 Alessandra's Smile, an established USA 
 mail-order catalog of legal books & videos.
============================================
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   [ Press cuttings round-up ]

* UK: New law will keep paedophiles and mentally ill 
      criminals in prison forever
* UK: Latest IWF statistics
* UK: High Court ruling on child porn
* USA: Girl sues for right to wear witch symbol to school
* Australia: Two suspended sentences in Wonderland cases
* USA: Teletubby Tinky Winky 'outed' by Falwell
* UK: Sex-offender checks on hold for two years
* Eire: Data Protection Act prevents childcare checks
  - Minister moves on new register for sex offenders
* USA: Bill would double budget to fight Internet child pornography
* USA: PICS censorship cracked in Internet Explorer 4
* USA: Kids these days - they'll do *anything* to get Nike




UK:
---------------------------------------------------------
  
13th February 1999

_New law will keep paedophiles and mentally ill 
criminals in prison forever_

PAEDOPHILES and violent offenders with personality
disorders are to be locked away for ever under plans to 
be unveiled by Jack Straw on Monday.

The Home Secretary will announce a new "indeterminate"
sentence to be imposed on criminals convicted of sexual 
offences who are not considered treatable under the 
current mental health laws.

Dangerous offenders suffering from psychiatric personality
disorders will be given an indeterminate sentence and held
in special units or existing prison accommodation. Judges
would impose a minimum jail term on an offender, which
could be extended indefinitely if doctors believed they
remained a risk to the public.

The Government has decided that indeterminate sentences are
the best way to meet growing public alarm at the number of
sex offenders who are deemed untreatable and are released
from jail although they remain a danger to the public.

It is understood that no final decision has been taken in
the Home Office about whether a special network of units
should be created to hold criminals given the new sentence. 

Paul Cavadino, director of policy at the National
Association for the Care and Resettlement of Offenders,
said last night that the Government needed to balance the
need for public protection with the rights of the mentally
disturbed.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK: statistics
-----------------------------------------------------------

A report from the Department of Trade and Industry and the
Home Office published today reveals that between December
1996 and August 1998 the IWF processed 453 actionable
reports of illegal material. 

The Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) is an independent 
watchdog supported by the Government, the industry and 
the police. 

-----------------------------------------------------------




UK: high court ruling
-----------------------------------------------------------

The Times:

February 12th 1999     

  _CT OF APPEAL, CRIMINAL DIV_  

_No offence to show indecent film of child only to oneself_

  _Regina v T 
_Before Lord Justice Waller, Mr Justice Kay and Judge Hyam 
[Judgment February 4] 

An offence under section 1(1)(c) of the Protection of
Children Act 1978 was not complete if a defendant in
possession of an indecent photograph of a child had shown
it only to himself. 

The Court of Appeal, Criminal Division, so held in allowing
an appeal by T against his conviction on March 2, 1998, at
Chichester Crown Court on a plea of guilty, after a ruling
by Judge Thorpe, to possession of an indecent photograph of
a child contrary to section 1(1)(c) of the 1978 Act. 

Section 1 of the 1978 Act provides: "(1) It is an offence
for a person - (a) to take, or permit to be taken, or to
make any indecent photograph ... of a child; or (b) to
distribute or show such indecent photographs ... or (c) to
have in his possession such indecent photographs ... with a
view to their being distributed or shown by himself or
others..." 

Mr John M. Burton, assigned by the Registrar of Criminal
Appeals, for the appellant; Mr Michael Warren, who did not
appear below, for the Crown. 

LORD JUSTICE WALLER, giving the judgment of the court, said
that the relevant count in the indictment was in the
following terms "possessing an indecent photograph contrary
to section 1(1)(c) of the Protection of Children Act 1978"
and the particulars of the offence alleged that he had "in
his possession an indecent cine film of a child with a view
to showing such film". 

The facts that the appellant admitted in relation to that
count were that he had in his possession the indecent cine
film but he had only shown it to himself. 

The prosecution were not seeking to demonstrate that he
showed it to anyone else but maintained that it was
sufficient that he showed it to himself for him to be
guilty. 

The appellant's contention below and on appeal was that
"show" carried with it the connotation that it was shown to
a third party. It was pointed out that by section 160 of
the Criminal Justice Act 1988 there had in fact now been
created a summary offence of possession of an indecent
photograph of a child. 

Their Lordships agreed that the appellant's construction of
the section was right for the following reasons: 

_1_ When one read section 1(1)(b), "to distribute or show
such indecent photographs" had to mean showing to somebody
not oneself. That construction was further supported by *R
v Fellows and Arnold* ([1997] 1 Cr App R 244) where it was
held that "showing" data stored on a computer meant to
other persons and not to the person in possession himself. 

_2_ It would be quite impossible to contend that "showing"
in section 1(1)(c) had a different meaning from the meaning
in section 1(1)(b). 

_3_ It would not have been necessary to pass section 160 of
the 1988 Act, making simple possession an offence, if it
was already an offence under section 1(1)(c) of the 1978
Act. 

Accordingly, it seemed to their Lordships clear that the
appellant pleaded guilty on a wrong construction of the law
and his conviction on that count had to be quashed. 

Solicitors: Crown Prosecution Service, Chichester. 

-------------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-------------------------------------------------------------

_Girl sues for right to wear witch symbol to school_

10th February 1999

DETROIT (AP) -- A 17-year-old student has sued her
suburban high school, saying it is violating her right to
religious freedom by ordering her not to wear the symbol of
her faith -- the practice of witchery.
 
Crystal Siefferly, a self-proclaimed witch, is at odds with
Lincoln Park High School over the pentagram, a five-pointed
star symbolic of Wiccan religion. She has worn her
pentagram necklace under her clothing since the symbol was
banned in October.
 
"To be forced to conceal one's religious symbol under
one's shirt is a feeling of shame," she said.
 
Wicca -- sometimes spelled Wycca -- comes from the Old
English word for witch. The religion celebrates seasonal
and life cycles using rituals from pre-Christian Europe.
 
The Michigan American Civil Liberties Union filed suit in
federal court Tuesday on the student's behalf, seeking a
temporary order barring enforcement of the ban while a
judge considers the case. The ACLU says the policy violates
the First Amendment's guarantees of free speech and
religious freedom.
 
"Christian students can wear crosses, and Jewish students
can wear stars of David, but Wiccans can't wear the
pentagram," Michigan ACLU spokesman Tom Schram said.
 
Ms. Siefferly, a senior at the high school, has practiced
Wicca for several years after reading a book on the
subject, Schram said.

Lincoln Park schools Superintendent Randall Kite said he
could not discuss the district's policy in detail, citing
his attorney's advice.

-----------------------------------------------------------




Australia: two suspended sentences in Wonderland cases...
-----------------------------------------------------------

Wednesday 10th February, 1999 

_Man given one year suspended sentence after police_

A Canberra man who downloaded 114 pornographic
images of children from the Internet has received a
suspended one year jail sentence. 

Crown prosecutor Adrian Robertson said 36-year-old public 
servant B's attitude was that of a man who believed 
he had not really done anything wrong.

Magistrate Karen Fryar, however, said B should accept
his guilt as he had systematically downloaded and stored
for later use over 100 pornographic images of children and
had subsribed to a new group called Incest. 

Bodinar was charged and found guilty of possessing child
pornography. 

His lawyer Ken Cush said Bodinar said the limited material
in his possession proved Bodinar did not have an
overwhelming interest in the material. 

He said Bodinar had been until this offence a person of
good character. 

--

13th Feb 1999

Western Australia's Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) 
will appeal against a suspended sentence given to a Perth 
man convicted of possessing more than 160,000 indecent 
images of children. 

Stephen Allan J., 43, was given a suspended two year
sentence by Perth District Court Judge Antoinette Kennedy
last month.

Jones, from the northern Perth beach suburb of Hillarys,
was arrested last year in an international swoop on
an Internet child pornography ring called Wonderland, 
co-ordinated by British police. 

A spokeswoman for DPP John McKechnie, QC, said yesterday 
Judge Kennedy had erred in law. An appeal against the 
sentence would be launched in the Court of Criminal 
Appeal in May. 

-----------------------------------------------------------


USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

Wednesday, February 10, 1999

_Teletubby Tinky Winky 'outed' by Falwell_

WASHINGTON - First President Clinton and now Tinky
Winky. America's sex cops are on the job, and not even the
Teletubbies are safe. 

The largest of the four amorphous characters on the
British-made children's television show has been "outed" by
the conservative religious leader Rev. Jerry Falwell. 

Against a backdrop of cries of "sexual McCarthyism",
Falwell unmasked Tinky Winky in the current issue of his
monthly magazine "National Liberty Journal."

"The character, whose voice is obviously that of a boy,
has been found carrying a red purse in many episodes and
has become a favorite character among gay groups
worldwide," it said.

Further evidence cited included the fact that the
androgynous Tinky Winky is purple -- the gay pride color,
and the antenna on his head is shaped like a triangle --
the gay pride symbol.

"These subtle depictions are no doubt intentional, and
parents are warned to be alert to these elements of the
series," the magazine said. 

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

February 12 1999

_Sex-offender checks on hold for two years_
    
 A legal loophole that has allowed convicted sex-offenders
to work in schools will not be closed for another two
years, the Government confirmed this week. 

The delay in introducing a full system of police checks on
student teachers, supply staff and other adults with access
to children is certain to anger those who have campaigned
for thorough vetting procedures for several years. 

But the Government insists that it cannot extend the
existing police-checks system until the Criminal Records
Bureau opens in 2001. "The police have to be relieved of
this burden because checks will be carried out on not only
all teachers but a wide range of staff working for
voluntary bodies," a spokeswoman for the Department for
Education and Employment said this week. 

She added that the cost of checking criminal records would
probably be borne by teachers - rather than local
authorities or schools. 

But this proposal is expected to be strongly resisted by
the teacher unions. Kay Jenkins, a member of the National
Union of Teachers' legal department, said: "There is talk
of charging student teachers about Pounds 5 for a records
check when they start their teaching practice and then
another Pounds 10 for an 'enhanced' check when they apply
for a job.

"We will be pressing employers to meet this expense but the
issue is complicated because the voluntary sector can't
afford these charges."

Currently most teacher-supply agencies do not have access 
to List 99, the DFEE register of more than 1,000 people 
either barred from teaching under-19s or subject to 
restrictions. Agencies have to rely on education authorities 
to carry out the checks, an arrangement that has often 
broken down. 

Equally, teacher-training institutions have no power to
initiate police checks. They must ask students to declare
any convictions but cannot check them.

Mick McManus, a principal lecturer at Leeds Metropolitan
University, has been concerned about this legal loophole
for years. "A BEd student can spend 30 weeks in schools 
and PGCE students 20 weeks."

-----------------------------------------------------------



Eire:
-----------------------------------------------------------

February 10th 1999   

_Data Protection Act prevents childcare checks - Minister 
moves on new register for sex offenders_

A package of measures, including a register of sex
offenders and a law to allow some rape victims to be
represented in court, is to be unveiled later this week by
the Minister for Justice.

The register will include all kinds of sex offenders, but 
it was not clear last night precisely who will be allowed
access to the register, but it will provide a means for
gardai [police] to monitor the movements of listed offenders.

The Minister, Mr O'Donoghue, has previously expressed a
preference for the type of register introduced in Britain.

An Irish register may also help to resolve the
difficulties faced by voluntary Irish childcare
organisations which have recently been unable to get
prospective volunteers cleared by the Garda because of
difficulties arising from the Data Protection Act.

--------------------------------------------------------------


USA:
--------------------------------------------------------------

February 12th 1999

_Bill would double budget to fight Internet child pornography_

A bill introduced in the House yesterday would double the 
Customs Service's budget for combating child pornography 
on the Internet. 

The measure, sponsored by Rep. Nick Lampson (D-Texas),
would authorize $20 million over the next four years for
the Customs Cybersmuggling Center. The center, established
by Customs three years ago, analyzes intelligence data
related to child pornography, disseminates information to
other law enforcement agencies and coordinates undercover
operations to catch people who are electronically
distributing child pornography. 

The Clinton administration, in its fiscal 2000 budget, did
not specifically request funds for the center. 

The U.S. Customs' CyberSmuggling Center has recruited seven 
agents over the past few months from within its ranks to 
transfer to a new Child Pornography Unit, in anticipation of 
the congressional grant. The grant was $2.4 million for 
salaries and travel, an additional $1 million for technology 
upgrades. The grant enabled the Center to increase total 
staff to 17 people, said Don Huycke, national program manager 
for the U.S. Customs Service's CyberSmuggling Center, 
based in West Palm Beach, Florida.

Rep. Nick Lampson's Bill would continue this level of 
funding for four years.

----------------------------------------------------------




USA: PICS cracked in IE4
----------------------------------------------------------

_Censoring Censorware_

12th Feb 1999

How does a 20-year-old college student turn software code
into a protest against censorship? By using it to break
other code. 

Brian Ristuccia, a student at the University of Massachusetts, 
turned a few simple software instructions into a mini-application
[http://www.osiris.978.org/~brianr/nopics-ie/] he calls a
"fix" which overrides -- or "fixes" -- an Internet Explorer
option that screens Web content from view.

Once enabled, Explorer's Platform for Internet Content
Selection, or PICS, prompts the user for a password before
granting access to sites with content considered
inappropriate for children. Ristuccia calls that
censorship.

"This fix is important because everyone should be allowed
unfettered access to the Internet," he said. "People should
not be restricted to a diluted subset of the Internet when
they attempt to surf from a public library or at school. 
"For some that can not afford a computer or Internet
account, this is the only opportunity they have to use the
Internet."

This is the second time that Ristuccia has taken a stand
against what he feels is Net censorship. He posted similar
code last August on his Web site that derailed a similar 
feature in Netscape Communicator. 

------------------------------------------------------------



USA: 
------------------------------------------------------------

10th Feb 1999

_Kids these days - they'll do anything to get Nike_

A 15-year-old boy was arrested Monday for his alleged role in a
protest that left Eugene's Nike store a shambles last October.

The protest occurred during a protest against Nike's policies and
working conditions in its overseas factories. Several protesters 
entered the store, smashed displays and threw clothing and 
pumpkins into the Fifth Street Public Market fountain two floors 
below.

The boy, South Eugene High School student Brenton Gicker, was 
taken into custody at the school about 12:45 p.m., police said.

Police didn't make any immediate arrests. Some of the protesters 
had their faces covered with gas masks or hoods, and officers 
weren't able to identify individual protesters.

About two weeks after the incident, police served a search warrant 
at the Gicker home. Brenton Gicker wasn't home at the time, but 
his parents were. His mother said police spent seven hours 
there, leaving with computers, books, posters and many og his 
personal belongings.

He was the second person arrested in connection with the incident. 
Two weeks ago, police arrested Sean Asa Downing, 22. Both suspects 
are charged with riot and second-degree burglary.  Sgt. Dennis 
Baker said police expect to make further arrests.

Police aren't saying what acts the boy is suspected of committing 
inside the store.

Gicker was taken to the Skipworth Juvenile Detention Center. He is
scheduled for a hearing this morning.

------------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]


UK news:
----------------------------------------------------------

LONDON, Feb. 15 _ PAEDOPHILES are to be locked away 
indefinitely under sweeping new powers unveiled 
today by Jack Straw.
 
  The Home Secretary announced a new "indeterminate"
sentence to be imposed on paedophiles, who are not 
considered treatable under the current mental health 
laws.

  Mr Straw now proposes a new "third service" - outside 
of prison or health systems - to lock up dangerous
individuals with non-treatable personality disorders 
even if they have not been convicted of a crime. 

  In a statement to the House of Commons, Mr Straw 
announced that social workers will be able to apply 
to a magistrate to have a person assessed if there 
are reasonable grounds to believe they pose "a 
danger to society".

  Paedophiles will be given an indeterminate sentence 
and held in a network of special units. Judges would 
impose a minimum jail term on an offender, which 
could be extended indefinitely if psychiatrists 
believed they remained a risk to the public. 

  The proposals will allow for people to be imprisoned 
for life even if they have not been convicted of a 
violent offence.

  It immediately led to an outcry from civil liberty 
campaigners who warned of the dangers in granting 
powers to detain people without trial and against 
their will at a cost of up to 40,000 a year each. 

  Mental health groups also sounded an alarm, saying 
people could be wrongly labelled and fail to receive 
treatment which should be available to them. 

  Human rights group Liberty said: "These proposals 
are deeply problematic and quite shocking". 

  Director John Wadham said: "They amount to detaining
individuals not because of what they have done but 
because of what they might do in future. 

  "Proving you are not dangerous is almost impossible 
and there is no doubt that some people who are no danger 
will be locked up." 

  He said there remained confusion among health 
professionals about the basis of personality 
disorder and whether someone was suffering from it. 

  Mental health charity Mind said that up to 13 per cent 
of the British population suffered from a personality 
disorder of some kind but few presented any risk to 
the public. 

  It urged caution before people were locked up and said 
very careful assessment would be needed to ensure that 
those deemed difficult or dangerous were not labelled 
with a commonly used "dustbin diagnosis."

  Tony Butler, the Chief Constable of Gloucestershire 
and the chair of the Home Office paedophile working 
party, is known to be pressing for up to twenty 
specially adapted secure prisons to hold paedophiles.
These could be in converted former armed forces camps 
located away from urban areas.

  New Labour ministers also want to see further 
changes in the Mental Health Act to facilitate 
intervention to assist paedophiles in the community 
who do not recognise their need for treatment, using 
compulsory treatment orders. People with records 
of antisocial behaviour will sign contracts 
agreeing to accept close monitoring of their personal 
life. 

  A review team drawing up the new laws will not report 
until next July. A Bill will then have to be introduced 
in Parliament followed by another 12 months before it 
becomes law, probably around September 2000. Health
department officials estimate the reforms could cost 
more than 1 billion. 

  Also due in the summer is a draft Bill to enable 
heresay evidence to be made admissible in criminal 
trials involving child sex charges, and to deny 
defendants the right to jury trial in cases of 
indecent assault.

  The Law Society, the Bar, Liberty and the Legal 
Action Group have all opposed the moves and say that 
the fundamental rights must remain in cases where 
defendants face the loss of livelihood or reputation. 

  The penalties for indecent assault have recently been 
increased by section 3(3) of the Sexual Offences Act 
1985 and Crime (Sentencing) Act 1997. 

  Last week's Home Office report reported that in 
1995 3,957 people in England and Wales were cautioned 
or convicted for sexual offences against children.  
According to the report, only 20 per cent of released
paedophiles go on to reoffend, which is a smaller 
recidivism figure than for most types of crimes.

  The number of people being cautioned or convicted 
for sex offences declined steadily between 1985 
and 1995.


NOTES FOR EDITORS

_UK web site links_

Institute of Mental Health Law
  http://www.imhl.com/index.html

The British Institute of Human Rights
  http://www.kcl.ac.uk/kis/schools/law/research/bihr.htm

Statewatch
  http://www.statewatch.org/

Taking Liberties
  http://www.tim1.demon.co.uk/

Amnesty International
  http://www.amnesty.org.uk/


end

----------------------------------------------------------



Coverage of the above story, elsewhere in the UK press:
----------------------------------------------------------

The Independent

_Psychopaths plan will hit 'the innocent'_

[snip of stuff you've read above]

The Bar Council said Mr Straw risked "opening a can of
worms". A spokesman said: "Plans to lock someone up before
they have committed a crime need to be examined extremely
carefully given the presumption of innocence in our legal
system."

Harry Fletcher, of the National Association of Probation
Officers, said any such [detention] units would encounter 
big planning problems. He said: "I don't think that this 
will see the light of day because of the enormous 
practical problems associated with it." 

--

The Times

16 Feb

_Psychopaths to be held without trial_

  PAEDOPHILES and dangerous psychopaths will be locked up
indefinitely, even if they have not committed a crime,
under draconian proposals announced by Jack Straw
yesterday.

Civil liberties groups immediately expressed alarm at the
planned detention order, which is aimed at people with
severe personality disorders who are not regarded as
treatable under mental health laws. 

[etc]

--

The Independent - leader comment

_Lock 'em up - an easy mantra but a flawed policy _

We do not have to subscribe to the grotesque tabloid
fantasy of a nation stalked by hordes of psychopaths and
child molesters to recognise the genuine concern [etc, etc,
snip]
 
The effectiveness of the "third service" will depend almost
entirely on the resources it is granted. Health
professionals in the front line implementing the policy
will be faced with an impossible task - to determine, on
evidence that is often far from overwhelming, that an
individual should be committed to secure accommodation. 

[snip]

Those who do find themselves being attended to by the new
policy may easily be the wrong people. Mental health
experts suggest that perhaps 10 per cent of all Britons
suffer from a personality disorder at some time in their
lives. That represents a vast range of genuine and
distressing sicknesses. Mental illness is often
intermittent. It is sometimes associated with great verbal
but little physical violence. It is, in short, all too
easily prone to "dustbin diagnosis" by hard-pressed
professionals.

Our mental health service has long been starved of the
resources it needs to care for those in the community, in
hospitals and in prisons. To be asked to provide the third
service with few extra resources is absurd. The Government
is "doing something", but we should be clear that that
something is unlikely to prevent future tragedies. 

--

The Independent, comment:

Michael Brown -

_Will Tony Benn find himself in one of Straw's gulags?_

 Jack Straw did not quite suspend habeas corpus but he made
several dramatic strides in that direction to enhance his
authoritarian reputation as a "tough" home secretary. Tory
home secretaries talked tough but Mr Straw acts tough and
yesterday he became the first one in living memory to
propose measures to incarcerate people who have not
actually been convicted by any court. 

Even the last home secretary, Michael Howard, when chasing
the whim of popular opinion, never had the courage to be so
breathtakingly illiberal. There would have been a time when
withdrawal of the liberty of the subject would have caused
a riot in the House of Commons but Mr Straw knows he has
that great Labour asset of public opinion firmly on his
side. 

Sex offenders are good scapegoats for society's ills and
few MPs were going to give him much trouble when he
announced proposals to detain people with "severe
personality disorders", regardless of whether they had been
convicted of any offence. He did not set out precisely what 
such a disorder was but most MPs assumed it was to do with 
sexual offences. 

But, knowing the extent to which this government will go to
snuff out opposition from within its ranks, there was no
guarantee that Ken Livingstone, Rhodri Morgan and their
fellow travellers may not yet be restrained from the London
mayoralty and the Welsh Assembly under these proposals. The
Tory shadow spokesman, Sir Norman Fowler, broadly welcomed
the proposals and joined in the general scapegoating, with
talk of the need to protect the "safety of the public and
children". But there was a hint of unease in some quarters,
with a few brave souls on both sides prepared to break
cover.

Tony Benn (Lab, Chesterfield) was in a state of genuine
outrage. He was so unable to contain his fury that,
although the Speaker had called Gerry Bermingham, he belted
out his question without realising that Miss Boothroyd had
not called him. He reminded the Home Secretary of the
adverse consequences of internment 30 years ago in Northern
Ireland and drew attention to the horrors of mental- health
treatment and punishment in the former Soviet Union.

Gwynneth Dunwoody (Lab, Crewe and Nantwich), not normally
known for wishy-washy liberal views, sounded a note of
caution by referring to the "abuse of human rights" by such
incarceration. Even Brian Mawhinney (Con, North West
Cambridgeshire), the ultimate prince of Tory darkness,
while welcoming the proposals, nevertheless sounded a note
of caution. "Depriving people of their liberty is an
important and serious step."

And where were the Liberal Democrats in all this? One might
have expected the inheritors of the traditions of the
liberty of the subject handed down by Gladstone, Lloyd
George and Grimond at least to have made some effort to put
up resistance to the Government but Simon Hughes (North
Southwark & Bermondsey) made little effort beyond a bland
reference to the duty of the state in protecting individual
liberty.

It was all a far cry from the permissive society presided
over by Mr Straw's illustrious Labour predecessor, Lord
Jenkins, when he was home secretary in the 1960s and 70s.
Mr Straw seemed to draw his inspiration from Lord
Liverpool's government of the early nineteenth century,
whose repressive measures guaranteed uninterrupted power
for 15 years. 

----------------------------------------------------------



USA: Movie review
----------------------------------------------------------

_Rushmore_

Last night I went to see the movie "Rushmore." It's a movie 
about a 15 year-old boy who falls in love with his teacher, 
and the conflicts that result.  Before I go any further let 
me remark that the line for this movie went around the 
block, and the theater was nearly sold out. 

While I would not bill this movie as being "homoerotic" the 
boys in this film are beautiful, and a delight to behold, 
especially the younger boys, who range in age from 10 to 
12 years old.  While most critics would bill this film as 
a teenage coming-of-age film and a comedy - I believe 
there's more to it than that. What that something extra 
happens to be is what's difficult to describe.

While the fifteen year-old boy is desperately in love 
with an older woman, the relationship between him, and 
the beautiful eleven-year-old boy who is his "Chapel" 
partner, and constantly at his side, is also significant.   

There are no overt homosexual overtones to their 
relationship. Still, the beauty of this boy, like 
the constant discussion of "hand jobs" throughout 
the film cannot be overlooked. 

I came away from the film feeling delighted and 
entertained.  The constant humor in this film helps 
defuse the sexual tension that's clearly there.  The 
ending is so politically correct I wondered if it
wasn't a Disney film.  Perhaps that's what make the 
film so palatable to a mainstream audience.

-------------------------------------------------------
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'Sanctuary' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

I have had a very rough couple of days. I had to bring closure
to a situation that has plagued me for a very long time. When
A... stopped coming over I always had secret hopes that she
would remember the good times we had and realize that what
her mother had said about me (or us) was not true. Each time I
would see her playing outside I would hope for a wave or a
glance but I never got it. I would look at her house as I passed
by and pray that she would remember and that somehow her
mother would realize how happy she was with me.

The day before yesterday I was walking to the bus stop when
I saw her coming toward me. I waved at her but she pretended
like I didn't even exist. She ignored me completely. I was
devastated. I cried all day and had to take a day off of work to
mourn and resolve this in my mind. I started to question my
purpose in life. I wondered why I had these feelings if I am not
able to express them. Every relationship I have attempted has
failed.

I have finally concluded that there is nothing more I can do
for her and I will still hope that she remembers our friendship
as a positive thing in her life but I no longer foster any false
hopes that she will return to me (or even acknowledge me).

I will still continue to be friendly and smile at other girls but
it is very hard to progress beyond a simple smile on the bus.
I will just let things happen as they will because I cannot control
how people will respond. It's going to take a bold, independent
girl to take it any further. Any time I have a chance to play with
them they have a good time but the opportunities are few and
far between. I have to let the past go now and focus on the
future.

'Sanctuary'
----------------------------------------------------------------



'TK' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

I guess i should just tell a little bit about myself. I'm a teen
old male girl-lover and i desperately need advice on what to do. 
I've noticed that mostly what happens when pedophiles are finally 
forced to admit it to themselves they tend to have these massive 
internal struggles that can lead to bad things. I, on the other 
hand, have had so many extremely bad depressing horrible 
screaming-at-the-sky-with-tears-running-down-my-cheeks-daring-g
od-to-make-me-do-it type of things happen that when it finally 
come up that i realized that i was attracted to little girls i 
was so weak that i had no choice but to accept it. which in a way 
is a good thing because i'm not terribly stable, emotionally. 
god knows what would've happened if i had tried to fight it.

Anyway, to jump forward in time i've now pretty much got my life 
under control, which sounds life a nice feat until you realize 
that i basicaly weeded out enough stuff to the point where i 
could manage it. 

Consequently, all my life really consists of computer games, deep 
analysing of society and its arbitrary morals, phone calls with 
my only two friends whom i hardly ever see, and when i can, 
getting out of this wretched house in any way possible. i am no 
longer in college (one of the main reasons for my wavering sanity 
still being intact).  i'm not even contemplating planning for my 
future yet. right now i'm worried about the present.

I really really really want to have some kind of contact with girls.  as 
of now, the only girl i could say i have any contact is my sister, but 
either fortunately or unfortunately, depending on how conservative you 
are, the incest taboo is rooted pretty deeply and i really don't feel 
anything around her. I ride my bike almost every day, mainly just to 
look at girls. just to see them for a couple seconds riding by.  Maybe 
if i'm lucky catch a little girl's eye for a brief moment.  there's a 
park a few blocks away from my house but i can never convince myself to 
sit down at one of the benches.  i just feel so terribly out of place 
even riding through other neighborhoods that i get the feeling that if i 
actually got the nerve to sit down i'd be too paranoid to enjoy it.  

i guess that's mainly it.  i just feel so paranoid and intensely out of 
place wherever i go i can't truly enjoy any of it.  for some odd reason 
going to places with my mom isn't as bad, maybe it's because the 
environment isn't totally hostile then, but it often means that just 
when i'm relaxing and i begin to really enjoy watching a girl mom comes 
up and says something from behind me and basicly scares the shit out of 
me.  Oh to be the owner of a daycare center :) i do remember that once, 
just once, i got in a really weird mood and i was able to let go and 
just watch a girl for like five minutes strait.  and fairly up close 
too.  i was thinking that boy, this was the best five minutes of my life 
when the girl's mother tells her it's time to go and she turns and for 
the best three seconds i've ever felt she stared right into my eyes.  
the energy i felt during that precious moment...

i don't expect that any of you can offer me any quick fixes to my life 
so don't bother.  I've had enough of that crap from my parents and my 
shrinks.  i'd just really like well, anything at all.  Advice, sympathy, 
web sites to check out, i don't care. i've got this insanely huge 20 
page manifesto thing i wrote for PLF a couple months ago (but the 
darned site appears to be abandoned) containing all sorts of theories 
and experiences and quotes and stuff so if anyone actually is THAT 
bored... 

i'm not usually this depressing and i have a number of interesting 
theories on society i'd like to share with someone other than my 
closed-minded Christian friend.  i'm usually a better writer than 
this and sadly enough this thing i've wrote here doesn't even begin to 
scratch the surface.  please talk to me and i'll try not to be as 
verbose next time(I'll TRY but...).  post it up here.

Thanx for listening to me ramble.

--

After i sent you that last email (my sad story) i realized that this 
probably isn't how this thing works. So i'm just going to abandon any 
shred of pretense i might have had in my last email. i'm a pedophile. 
i really need to talk to someone. if you read my last email you 
probably think that the only thing i need is a padded room and a 
rubber stick to put between my teeth, but i'm really not as crazy as i 
seem in that email or indeed this one. i'm just a bit too excited.

anyway, my request of you is simple. tell me how this thing works.

how do i post stuff on this list?

  [ Just send e-mail ;) For more info, read the FAQ. ]

i know you're very busy but i wouls really really appreciate it if you 
would just give me some pointers and get me going on this thing. under 
normal circumstances i'm very intelligent and i could probably find out 
how this worked eventually but i'm realizing that the prospect of being 
able to talk openly about these things with people who understand seems 
to impair my problem solving skills and... my god. listen to me. all i 
need is a couple pieces of information and here i am raving like a 
lunatic. just please, help out a newbie. i'll be very grateful. and once 
i can get all this pent up stuff out of my system, this writing of 
gargantuan frivolous emails should be eliminated. sorry for taking up so 
much of your time and please excuse my impatience.

reguards,

'TK'
--------------------------------------------------------------------



'Mach 1' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi people

Check this out: I sent a Valentine's Day card to my sweet little friend 
Val saying she is a special friend of mine and I thought I could teach 
her a lot of things but she was wiser because I learned from her how 
lasting and true a friendship could be.

Well, I received a call from her mother asking me, very upset, what was 
my real intention in sending this card to her daughter.

Gosh, I realized at that moment that my good intentions became a bomb 
that exploded in my face.

I replied insisting in the fact that there is a good friendship between 
us and I never had a second intention hidden behind that.

I also asked her, at that point, if she was thinking I was a pedophile. 
She said no.

According to her, that card was absolutely inappropriate: It's 
inappropriate to send a Valentine's card in my name addressed to 
her daughter only.

It's inappropriate to say she can be wiser than me. A child cannot 
understand that.

It's inappropriate to think there can be a true friendship between a 
40-yr. old man and an 11-yr. old girl.

It's inappropriate for an adult to treat a child as an equal.

I never felt myself so inappropriate in my life!

Then I sent her an e-mail expressing my apologies and asking her to try 
to accept me the way I am, even if she can't understand me. I said I 
would never do anything that could cause any harm to anybody, especially 
to Val and asked her not to vaccinate Val against me.

She finally said it's ok and due to the consideration she has to me, 
she'd try to forget this incident.

Now I see how concerned our society is about a relationship between 
adults and children and nothing is going to change during the next 100 
years.

I'm pretty sure she wouldn't think twice in reporting this to the police 
if I weren't a close friend of her family.

Stop this world, I wanna get down!

Thanks ASGL-L friends. At least you can understand me.

'Mach I'
--------------------------------------------------------------------



'Surgeboy' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

I thought it would be interesting if any one has noticed
that there are a lot of record covers with (seductive) lg's.

For example, Blind Faith (with Eric Clapton) has a pubescent
red-head holding a silver-colored airplane in her hands.

The shot is from the waist up and it is a nude.

This was from a long time ago.  Happy hunting.

Any other works that you have noticed?

'Surgeboy'
---------------------------------------------------------------

   [ I think 'Sir AJ' or someone similar sent through a 
     comprehensive survey of these a while ago - and
     wasn't there a web site devoted to girls on album
     covers ? Not sure if it's still up. ]




Advert:
============================================
http://www.alessandrasmile.com
 Alessandra's Smile, an established USA 
 mail-order catalog of legal books & videos.
============================================
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'The Fairy Knight'
---------------------------------------------------------------

Hello everyone. One of my university classes was
cancelled so I thought I would use the time to jot down
some thoughts. First, to 'TK'. I thingk I know more
or less how you feel, since I came through a similar
crisis recently. I just thought I would throw in one
or two of the ways I delt with it and see what you think.

First off, don't isolate yourself. Being lonely only 
exagerates this kind of problem. I went back to school
in order to help me deal with this kind of thing. I took a
good look at the clases I was taking and determined 
what kind of work I was wiling to do. For instance, I
found that I generally have more problems when I 
take a Math class. So I am curently studying English.

I went back to give myself something to do and for an
oportunity to meet new people. This may not be the 
precise solution for you, but a similar anser may be
workable. You mention computer games. In some
stores you can rent time on computers, and play network
games. I spend alot of time at one. There is often a 
regular clientele at these sort of places, so you might
be able to make some freinds your own age. As
for contact with girls, try volunteer work. Promise 
yourself that you wont do anything "innapropriate" (or 
what sociaty considers so.) This should give you
somwhat of a reputation for being good with kids
without causing a stir. 

Don't be nervous around children. Treat them like a 
little brother or sister. It usualy works for me. It 
is critical, however, that you be abel to resist 
deepening any relationships beyond society's norms in 
a volunteer setting. 

When you feel depressed, go read a good book or watch a 
movie. Depression isnt like most things. Ignore it and 
it WILL go away, eventually.

At any rate. Sad to hear so many tough stories. 

I have faced my own struggles, so I feel for all of you
who struggle with unrequited love or societies'
whims. But, if life were easy, would it be this much 
fun? (probably a lot more fun, but keep reminding yourself
that you're having fun and maybe you will start beleving
yourself).

Sincerely

'The Fairy Knight'
----------------------------------------------------------------



'Lt. Mikey' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------

Mach 1 my friend, you must be able to see the "bucket of red 
paint" you threw into Val's mother's face. I am not only a LGL 
but a LGF (little girl father) and I must say that if my 11 
year old daughter received a Valentine card from an older man 
it would, to say the least, spark my interest. And then to read
what you wrote "I thought could teach you a lot of things"? 
You must realize how that would sound, even if that was not 
what you meant. It's been my experience that any intimate 
communication between myself and a LG should never be written, 
no matter strong or involved the relationship was. Unless
her parents are aware of your true feeling, and approve of 
them, this is only begging for trouble.

We all have to remember to the degree that society does not 
approve of man girl "non-fatherly" relationships, and is in 
fact constantly on the look-out for the possibility of one 
(especially parent's with their daughters). Every communication 
between you must not be able to be taken the wrong way, 
thereby revealing any romantic interest you have. 

If you really wanted to do something for Val for Valentine's 
Day a much more appropriate (and endearing) action, if you 
are friends of the family, would have been to stop by Val's 
house on valentine's day, or maybe the day after (when you 
knew she was at home) just to visit or borrow a drill or 
something. You could then say something to Val , with her 
parent's present, "did your sweetheart give you anything for 
Valentine's day?". If she responds no (and she probably will 
since 11 y/o's typically don't do such things), then you 
could say "well I didn't forget you" and give her a little 
box of candy or something and whisper to her parent's "Betty 
Doe at work gave it to me and my doctor says I can't have 
chocolate". She will think you are the sweetest man on earth, 
and her parent's will also. I't would be a lot better to have 
her parent's think you are a nice man than a LGL. I'm sorry, 
but that's just the way it is. It's much easier to put out 
a fire that was never ignited!

In response to Surgeboy's observation of the Blind Faith 
album cover: Did you also not the "shape" of the front of 
that album cover? It has a remarkable resemblance to a type 
of "marital aid". I remember when that album first came out 
and if I remember there was quite a little stink about it. 
I think initially the original (with the nude LG on it) was 
not released in the US. If you wanted one you had to get 
it from overseas.

'Lt.Mikey'
--------------------------------------------------------------------



'Corman' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

'Corman' here,

I hope everyone is well.  I know I have been away a while.  I have 
missed reading about you and I am sorry for the stories I have 
missed.  It has been a great 6 months.  I have seen Lawn Dogs 
(loved it), That Night (loved it... kind of a bonus that I have 
always thought of Juliette Lewis as incredibly nubile, no matter 
what her age), Aliens 3 (hey, I like 'em bald), Lolita (jump 
back... loved it!), and some others I can't remember "off the top 
of my head".

I was able to baby-sit (child-mind) a six year old, "I".  She 
is a beautiful girl of African-American and Puerto Rican 
parents.  We had lots of fun playing games.  "I" spent most 
of the evening in her nightgown!

A family lived with my wife and I for two months while their 
home was being built.  They have an eleven year old daughter, 
"K", who is "to die for".  We spent lots of time talking 
and playing chess.  I saw plenty of bras and panties and 
loved every minute of it.  One night "K" and I were playing
on the computer.  Everyone had gone to bed and she let me 
rub her shoulders because they were tense after playing the
computer.  She was not wearing a bra and I commented 
on that.  She said she never wears a bra to bed.  We talked 
about bras for a while and after a few minutes I reached 
around and passed my hands over her breasts as I was talking.  
They are about the size of cherry tomatoes... not much more 
than swollen nipples, my favorite) I did this a few times.  
She looked down at my hands when I did it the last time (that's 
why it was the last time) and I thought I had freaked her out 
and she was going to tell.  But she just smiled at me.  She
hugged me before she went to bed.  After that "K" acted 
like we had a secret (similar to my experience with "B").

We were never able to be alone after that for one reason or 
another, except once when we held hands.  I was able to get 
some great pictures, though.  I would have let the family 
live with us for a year if I could spend more time with "K".

Well, I must go.  As a side note, my wife and I are having 
baby soon.  I hope it is not a girl.  Be careful, all.

'The Corman'
-------------------------------------------------------------



'Flickorna' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

'TK' wrote:
>i've got this insanely huge 20 page manifesto thing i wrote for PLF a
>couple months ago (but the darned site appears to be abandoned)
>containing all sorts of theories and experiences and quotes and stuff
>so if anyone actually is THAT bored...

I'd like to read it. Please post it to ASGL. I'm sure it's okay with 
everyone if you do.

--

'Mach 1' wrote:
>According to her, that card was absolutely inappropriate: It's
>inappropriate to send a Valentine's card in my name addressed to
>her daughter only.
>
>It's inappropriate to say she can be wiser than me. A child cannot
>understand that.
>
>It's inappropriate to think there can be a true friendship between a
>40-yr. old man and an 11-yr. old girl.
>
>It's inappropriate for an adult to treat a child as an equal.
>
>I never felt myself so inappropriate in my life!

What is appropriate or inappropriate is all a matter of 
opinion! I must admit, I don't like that word "appropriate", 
because of the way people use it. Tell her that she has 
been using the word "appropriate" inappropriately! (Ha. 
Just a joke.)

'Flickorna'
-------------------------------------------------------------



'Johnsmith' writes:
-------------------------------------------------------------

Hi all, just a short message to make sure I'm doing this right,
What a relief it was to come across you guys on the net ! I do
have one question for everyone/anyone - how come we still use
that horrible "p" word that now has so many bad connotations ?

I know in the FAQ ianthe explains that the actual definition
doesn't including harming children, but if wider society has 
redefined the word to mean something that we are not (at least
I am not) then why don't we ditch it and use something else ?
Just a thought....

PS. Are there any other people from large countries here ?

'Johnsmith' 
(I know, boring nickname - couldn't think of anything else)
---------------------------------------------------------------



'Sihme' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------

To 'TK':

As you surmised, there are no quick fixes to one's life, especially 
when newly coming to terms with one's paedophilia.  For quite some
time I believed that one day I would come into contact with someone
who could teach me the 'tricks of the trade', but I no longer 
believe that will ever happen.  Everyone is completely different, 
and even though we're all paedophiles here and can agree on 
certain things, what lies underneath the surface each individual is 
as different and as complex as can be.  You have to work it all out 
for yourself.  You're lucky to have found this group, as it certainly 
offers good support, and basically that's the limit to what you can 
expect.

Each person's knowledge is completely specific to their situation.  
People have asked me before 'how do you do it?' in reference to 
how to deal effectively with little girls, and all I can say is 'I 
don't know'.  It's an indescribable thing.. 'Just be nice' - but of 
course there's so much more to it.  These days my advice for young 
players is "Decide what you're going to do, then do it."  Don't 
complain, don't wallow in self pity.  

The opportunities for people who love children on this Earth are 
boundless, you just have to learn to see them, and summon the 
will to act on the knowledge.  The rewards that await you will 
boggle your mind, but you'll have to work like a dog before 
they realise themselves.

Hope you're all well,

'Sihme'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Savant' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

WOW!  Talk about a 'scandal' over simple kids' underwear ads..!!!

'BRIEF' GRIEF OVER CALVIN'S KIDDIE AD 
http://www.nypostonline.com:80/021799/news/3265.htm

Calvin Klein pulls controversial ads 
http://www.cbcnews.cbc.ca:80/cgi-bin/templates/view.cgi?/news/1999/02/18/calvin990218

Calvin Klein ads draw 'pornography' outrage
http://www.theaustralian.com.au:80/world/4228796.htm

Calvin Klein backs off ad campaign [with photo]
http://www.msnbc.com/news/242258.asp?newguid=10dd851cc77e11d298830008c7d9e3db

Designer Klein Nixes Ads With Kids 
http://www.mostnewyork.com:80/1999-02-18/News_and_Views/Scandal_Sheet/a-20021.asp

Criticism halts Calvin Klein ad campaign
http://www.spokane.net:80/news-story-body.asp?Date=021899&ID=s533293&cat=

Calvin Klein scraps controversial Times Square billboard of kids in underwear 
http://www2.nando.net:80/noframes/story/0,2107,19587-32162-232974-0,00.html

Calvin Klein pulls children's underwear ad
http://cnn.com:80/STYLE/9902/18/klein.ads.pulled.ap/

Calvin Klein Pulls Ad
http://abcnews.go.com:80/sections/business/DailyNews/ck990218.html

Nothing But Calvins
http://abcnews.go.com:80/sections/us/DailyNews/calvin990217.html

Calvin Klein's Briefest Ad Campaign
http://www.washingtonpost.com:80/wp-srv/WPlate/1999-02/18/168l-021899-idx.html

Calvin Klein Ads Pulled
http://abcnews.go.com:80/sections/us/DailyNews/calvinads990218.html

--

Australia:

Story on the pending initial release of Lolita in Australia:

A film that stirs things up: Lolita is the fire of Mr Irons
http://www.smh.com.au:80/news/9902/16/text/national4.html

'Savant'
--------------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]

* UK: More comment on the draconian new anti-paedo measures
* UK: Letter in The Times
* UK: Science ready to let men have babies
* UK: Right to legal cross-examination will be abolished
* USA: Klein comment #1
* USA: Klein comment #2
* USA: Nipples - not in Carolina!
* USA: Federal Investigation Into Police Child Porn
* UK: Tech news #1 - Honey, I shrank the Web server
* Japan: Tech news #2 - Net crime statistics
* Australia: Tech news #3 - Caller Number Display A 'Privacy Breach'
Movie review



UK: More comment on the draconian anti-paedo measures: 
----------------------------------------------------------

_The Scotsman_, 17 Feb 99

_Comment_

IT MAY not quite be the case that the office of Home
Secretary drives men raving mad. Even the worst of
ministers manage to find some rational-sounding excuse or
other for their policies. The best that can be said,
perhaps, is that the job is a magnet for those lost souls
afflicted by political personality disorders.

Consider Michael Howard. Not so very long ago he was set
fair to become one of the most despised individuals in the
land, and proud of it. It seemed he could not pass a court
building without a judge popping up to brand his latest
wheeze as unlawful. Such was the zeal with which Howard
pursued the criminal classes he often found it necessary to
break the law himself, as though to show them two could
play that game. In a logical universe he would have locked
himself up as a danger to the public.

Yet look at the old crimebuster now: translated to the
gentler pastures of the shadow Foreign brief, Mr Howard
often comes close to sounding lucid. He tugs at Robin
Cook's beard from time to time, says the obvious things
about arms to Sierra Leone, and generally sounds as if he
is enjoying his return from the Twilight Zone.

But then, the chalice of the modern Home Office has passed
on, brimming with the heady brew of moral fervour,
righteous indignation and machismo cut through with raw
headlines. Jack Straw is now the man re-enacting the Salem
witch trials for our edification. It would be wrong, indeed
cruel, to say he has lost his marbles. But if he has not,
where does that leave the rest of us?

Straw once spent his time advertising Labour's compassion
"tough on the causes of crime" and all that and assailing
Tory vindictiveness. It once appeared he had thought there
was a little more to social policy than "lor'n'order". He
was conservative in many matters even when in opposition,
it has to be said, but few guessed he had become as
paranoid about crime as the newspapers which use headlines
as blunt instruments.

Look at him now. Straw's latest attempt to protect
civilised society by destroying the principles on which it
is founded goes straight back to political pre-history:
lock 'em up! This does not have quite the ring of "String
'em up!", it is true, but we are still in the relatively
early days of New Labour. Give Jack time.

For now, the Home Secretary must be content with 
incarcerating people who have committed no crime, for 
reasons at best difficult to identify, with no thought 
of where they will be housed, or of who will review 
their cases, how often and at what cost. Oh, and for good
measure Straw intends to mount this crusade against some 
of the most tortured and desperate people in British 
society.

The audacious, soaring stupidity of it almost takes the
breath away. The desire to victimise people without 
anything resembling due legal process is astonishing even 
by the supremely cynical standards of New Labour. Somehow 
this exercise contrives to be both deceitful and dumb.

Straw's very language is the sort of thing upon which
George Orwell built his career as an essayist.
"Preventative detention" - imprisonment to you or me - is a
"justified abuse of human rights", says the minister, in
his scarily calm way. Yet is it not for twisting logic to
precisely such a brutally self-serving conclusion that we
have held Pinochet to face extradition proceedings?

Logic, however, is not a faculty whose demands much detain
Straw. Appearing to respond to public concern over several
high-profile murders, he places a far more dangerous weapon 
in the hands of the state. Now "experts", capable of diagnosis
but not cure, will decide the fate of individuals the law
deems innocent until proven guilty. Grabbing at headlines,
the Home Secretary grants himself discretionary powers over
basic human rights.

He pleads a dilemma: how to choose? There is nothing new
there; life carries risks and all governments are obliged
to balance public safety against public liberties. In
planning this change to the law, Straw takes the course
adopted by the psychiatrists of the Soviet state, who
debased their science in order to define political dissent
as a mental aberration. The Home Secretary has introduced
the concept, if not the practice, to life in mainland
Britain: people can be guilty now if Jack's social workers 
say they are.

What is the affliction that overcomes Home Secretaries?
What is it that compels them to forget the compromises
struck by liberal democracies? Follow Straw's road and
every deviation from the norm will attract the threat of
internal exile, of internment without trial. Who,
precisely, is capable of proving that they are _not_
dangerous? As a perversion of the principles underlying
rules of evidence this is difficult to match.

But all this will "play well", no doubt, among the sort of
people the Government hopes to please, the people who
refuse to believe that sometimes there are no simple
solutions, the people for whom hanging, flogging,
castration, "life that means life" and the rest of the
failed armoury of retribution are never enough. Straw will
get the approval he seeks in the quarters he seeks it: that
is the purpose of the exercise. It is also what drives
modern Home Secretaries.

Michael Howard turned himself into a joke, albeit a
dangerous joke, by playing to the lowest instincts of that
Socratic assembly, the Tory party conference. New Labour,
hypnotised by focus groups and the tabloids, decided early
that it would not be outbid. No matter the real worth of
the supposed solution to crime, it had to "tough" and it
had to be carried through in an atmosphere of crusade and
moral panic.

Much is being lost besides these pathetic political gains.
Rational debate is being forfeited; the willingness to
recognise complexity has gone. Mob politics is now the
order of the day without thought for the consequences. It
is Straw's triumph.

Who might be next on the list? Substance abusers? Those 
who fail to produce evidence on demand of a secure and 
happy childhood? Or perhaps ministers of the Crown whose 
moral sense has become so attenuated they have lost sight 
of the values they are supposed to be defending?

Authoritarianism is fast become Labour's way and it is
making less and less effort to conceal the fact. In this,
at least, it is united with the Tories, "blaming more and
understanding less", acting first and thinking last,
imagining, above all, that the majority has forgotten its
right to human failings. But which is worse: if Jack Straw
believes in what he is doing or if he is merely cynical?
Bad enough if he has lost sight entirely of human rights.
Far worse, surely, if he cares so little for them that he
can trample them with one simple, self-advertising Commons
statement?

A suitable case for urgent treatment in either event.

---------------------------------------------------------------



Letters page of The Times:
---------------------------------------------------------------
   
February 17 1999     

_Straw plan 'echoes Third Reich'_

From Mr Tim de Ferrars 

Sir, Some correspondents take a light-hearted view of any
parallel between Tony Blair and Hitler (letters, February
11, 12, 15). 

Today's report (see also leading article) that Jack Straw
proposes the incarceration of British citizens for what
they might do - rather than what they have done - is
sinister enough to puncture the joke. 

---------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
---------------------------------------------------------------

February 21 1999

_Science ready to let men have babies_ 
  
  BRITAIN'S foremost fertility expert says advances in
medical technology mean men can now bear children. 
Lord Winston, who as Professor Robert Winston was ennobled
three years ago by Tony Blair, says doctors could use
today's techniques to implant an embryo in a man's abdomen,
allowing him to carry it to term and then have it delivered
by caesarean section.

The treatment, overturning millions of years of evolution,
would allow homosexual couples to have children and help
heterosexuals if the woman could not become pregnant. 
It comes as traditional attitudes to parenting are being
challenged by the use of in vitro fertilisation techniques,
which have helped increasing numbers of lesbians to have
children of their own.

"Male pregnancy would certainly be possible and would be
the same as when a woman has an ectopic pregnancy - outside
the uterus - although to sustain it, you'd have to give the
man lots of female hormones," said Winston, who will
outline the concept in his new book, The IVF Revolution, to
be published in April.

------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

18th Feb 1999

_Right of legal cross-examination to be abolished_

The Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Bill, now going 
through Westminster, will give English and Welsh courts 
the power to intervene in any trial to prevent a 
defendant questioning their accuser.

A Home Office spokesman defended the move, saying: "There 
is no absolute right to instruct the advocate of your 
choosing, even if that person is yourself."

The Scottish Office has already moved to block alleged 
sex offenders questioning their accusers. Henry McLeish, 
the Scottish Office home affairs minister, has also ordered 
officials to look for ways to bring Scottish courts in 
line with England and Wales - where it is proposed that 
courts should be able to decide which defence lawyer an 
accuser person may use.

However, lawyers have warned this could be against Article 
Six of the European Convention - which guarantees an 
accused's right to defend themselves, choose their own 
lawyer and cross-examine witnesses.

Professor Alan Miller, the director of the Scottish Human 
Rights Centre and a criminal lawyer, predicted that 
convicted sex offenders would mount legal challenges if any 
ban was introduced. 

"I am sure that it will be tested in the courts," he said. 
"I would think that any lawyer involved in such a case 
may well consider it should be tested. It will form the 
basis of an appeal."

Prof Miller said the European Court of Human Rights at 
Strasbourg placed importance on the right of the accused 
to question their accuser in the courtroom.

Prof Miller predicted that a blanket ban on accused cross-
examining in court, and any move to impose or limit choice
of defence lawyers, would be challenged.

Meanwhile, lawyers warned that the introduction of fixed 
legal aid fees in summary criminal cases will lead to a 
large increase in the number of accused defending 
themselves.

A survey of Scottish law firms found 98 per cent believed 
solicitors would start refusing cases which needed 
detailed preparation, such as sexual assault, because of 
the cost.

Solicitor Gerry Bann, the dean of the West Lothian Faculty 
of Solicitors, said that cases where alleged sex offenders 
defended themselves would be far from a one-off. "The 
situation can only get worse," said Mr Bann.

The survey also found 71 per cent thought the increase 
in unrepresented accused would deter people from reporting 
crimes or put people off coming forward as witnesses.

------------------------------------------------------------



USA: Klein comment #1
------------------------------------------------------------

Friday, February 19, 1999               

_Certain Sign of a Sick Society_        

Here's how sick our society has become: 

Calvin Klein has had to call off an advertising
campaign that features children in underwear.

Why? Because "it's nothing more than pornography," one
protester reportedly claimed.

A number of complaints caused Klein to discontinue ads
and billboards that show boys and girls romping in their
drawers.

The company backed off because of concerns about 
pedophilia. You won't sell a lot of underwear if people 
stand outside department stores with picket signs,
accusing you of endangering innocent kids and encouraging
depraved adults.

Donald Wildmon, president of the American Family Assn., 
was quoted as calling Klein's ads nothing more than child
porno. 

We once had a Coppertone kid whose swimsuit was tugged
down by her dog's teeth. It was cute. 

We once had bare-butt babies crawling around in TV
commercials for diapers, or for talcum powder. They were
cute. 

Now we can't show kids in underpants, because it's
sick. 

We've come a long way, baby. 

--------------------------------------------------------------



USA: Klein comment #2
--------------------------------------------------------------

[...]
19 Feb 99

The [media] spins [on the Klien story], in order of ascending 
cynicism: 1) The ads are innocent. 2) The ads are sick. 3) 
The critics are sick for reading pedophilia into the ads. 
4) The critics are generating publicity and helping the 
company sell underwear. 5) That was the company's plan all 
along.

--------------------------------------------------------------



USA: 
--------------------------------------------------------------

_Nipples - not in Carolina!_

SENATE BILL 203

SB 203 is a drastic bill prohibiting public nudity
throughout the state. It is patterned after the 
severe Indiana statute, and it was introduced into 
the South Carolina Senate by Sen. Michael Fair
(R-Greenville). 

The bill establishes a penalty for nudity of up to a 
year's imprisonment, in addition to a fine of up to 
five thousand dollars. It lumps mere nudity into the 
same category as "deviate sexual conduct."

SB 203 criminalizes bare female breasts, and it also 
makes it an crime for a man or a boy to expose "any 
part of the nipple."

+ Original Source of article
[http://www.naturist.com/NAC/alerts/43.htm] 

--------------------------------------------------------------

   [ Hey, those down-home boyz are gonna _love_ wearing 
     bikinis at the pool... ;) ]



USA:
--------------------------------------------------------------

20 Feb 99

_Federal Investigation Into Police Child Porn_

 The Delaware County District Attorney's Office, with the 
help of federal investigators, is probing allegations 
involving the viewing of child-pornography on a police 
department computer, authorities said.

 Meanwhile, four officers in the 10-member police 
department under investigation resigned this week.

 District Attorney Patrick L. Meehan said his office 
was contacted in December by borough officials who were
concerned about child pornography on the police department
computer. He said his office launched a probe and was now
being aided by federal investigators.

--------------------------------------------------------------



Tech news #1: 
--------------------------------------------------------------

19th Feb 1999

_Honey, I shrank the Web server_

 IT'S the incredible shrinking computer. Stanford professor
of computer science Vaughan Pratt has created the world's
smallest Web server, a device small enough to fit into a
shirt pocket.

 Using off-the-shelf components, he has squeezed the
hardware and software needed to operate a website into a
matchbox-sized package - less than 1.75in high, 2.75in wide
and 0.75in thick. It performs all the basic functions of a
typical desktop computer occupying 3,000 times the space.

 "It's basically a powerful little computer," Pratt said.
"We could have set it up for a number of different uses.
But I thought making it into a Web server was particularly
dramatic."

 It has an AMD 486-SX computer with a 66-Mhz central
processing unit, 16Mb of Ram, and 16Mb of Rom, running a
cut-down version of Linux. Being a Web server, it needs no
keyboard or display. It can be operated from another
computer over the Web connection.

 The matchbox is the first fruit of a new Wearables Lab.

"Put this computer into your shirt pocket, hook it to a
wireless modem, and you could carry it around with you,"
said Pratt.

--------------------------------------------------------------



Japan: tech news #2
--------------------------------------------------------------
        
TOKYO, Feb. 18 (Kyodo) -- The number of "high-technology
crimes" using computers and the Internet in Japan totaled
just 415 in 1998, the National Police Agency said in a 
report Thursday.  Of these, 299 were computer fraud or
computer hacking.

---------------------------------------------------------------



Australia: tech news #3
---------------------------------------------------------------

16-02-1999

_Caller Number Display A 'Privacy Breach'_
        
INTERNET service providers requiring customers to provide
caller number display information to access servers are
violating a telecommunications industry draft code of
practice, according to a privacy expert.
        
The issue has flared following news that customers of small
ISP Connect Infobahn Australia have been informed they 
must have the feature on their telephone line turned on 
before using their accounts.
        
CND ['Caller ID' in the UK] makes the telephone number of 
the caller available to the party being called.

Australian Communications Industry Forum committee member 
and privacy consultant Nigel Waters said the companies 
could not discriminate against people who turned off the 
CND feature on their telephone line.

The code, which will be released for public discussion in
the next two weeks, is expected to be approved by
Australian Communications Authority within months.

The move to make CND compulsory has sparked fears of
privacy invasion and concerns that telephone number
information could be used by ISPs for purposes such as
advertising and promotion.
                
Australian Consumer Association spokeswoman Rosanne Bersten
said she had serious reservations about the practice as
there were no guidelines about how the information would be
used.
        
Larger ISPs are believed to be considering using a CND
requirement, but AOL spokesman David Packman said: "It 
would be too inconvenient for our members," he said.
        
Business using multiple telephones to access the network,
would find such a requirement troublesome.

---------------------------------------------------------------



Movie news: Iran/USA:
---------------------------------------------------------------

_Iran's Children Of Heaven should be seen and heard_
 
Friday, February 19, 1999

It would be too easy, and rather sad, to overlook the film
Children Of Heaven. 

It is from Iran, so it plays here in the Farsi language
with English subtitles. 

It was made two years ago and is only now getting a release
in North America (although it was a box-office hit in
Iran). 

It stars amateur actors, so their names and faces are not
only unknown here but also in their country of origin. 

Children Of Heaven is the story of a young boy who
accidentally loses his sister's newly repaired shoes -- her
only pair -- and the two spend the rest of the modest
88-minute movie trying to figure out how to replace them
without their peasant-poor father and seriously-ill mother
finding out. 

Even in Iran, writer-director Majid Majidi's story was
rejected by producers. He only was able to make the movie
when he secured financing through The Institute for the
Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults. 

This is hardly the stuff of cinematic dreams. Yet this is a
hauntingly beautiful and elegant film, no matter how simple
and irrelevant it seems on the surface. 

Children Of Heaven is pure and profound filmmaking and now
it has something to encourage reticent audiences here to
pay attention: Last week, it was nominated for an Oscar as
best foreign language film. 

Majidi's film will probably lose the Academy Award to
Roberto Benigni's Life Is Beautiful. Just being there in
competition is an honour, however, and Majidi just as
easily could have called his film "life is beautiful"
because his theme is one of hope in the face of despair,
whatever the circumstances people endure. 

Children Of Heaven is, of course, about much more than a
lost pair of shoes and the anguish that causes two adorable
children in Tehran. Filmmaker Majidi handcrafts a portrait
of life among the working class, with its harsh realities
and small, momentary joys. The children's father is of
Turkish origin (as is the actor playing him). That small
fact is of huge importance in the social underpinnings of
the film. 

The censors rarely let Iranian filmmakers make overt
political statements. Yet they are doing it, in subtle
ways, scoring their points in a series of remarkable films
about children. Children Of Heaven is the latest in a long
line of distinguished efforts such as The White Balloon,
And Life Goes On ... and Where Is The Friend's Home? 

In each case, a simple plot masks a sophisticated
understanding and portrayal of the human condition. Which
is surely one good reason why we keep going to the movies,
no matter how modest a film may seem at first glance. 

---------------------------------------------------------------
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   [ Press-cuttings round-up ]

UK: Letters to The Times
UK: NSPCC invests in arms dealers
UK: New unit to treat female paedophiles
UK: Feature article, 'When innocent touches put a teacher at risk'
Book note


Letters to The Times:
-----------------------------------------------------------

22 Feb 99

 _LETTERS TO THE EDITOR_  

Straw's proposal seen as 'sinister'


*From Mr Harry Smith* 

Sir, I read with dismay of Jack Straw's initiative to
detain those with potentially dangerous personality
disorders before they have committed any crime, and am put
in mind of recent proposals requiring those working with
children to disclose "relevant non-conviction information"
(report, later editions, December 15, 1998). 

The former betrays a lack of respect for fundamental human
rights. The latter betrays a lack of faith in our criminal
justice system. 

Yours faithfully,

 HARRY SMITH


*From Mr B. K. Levy* 

Sir, Magna Carta says: "No free man shall be taken or
imprisoned save by lawful judgment of his peers..." 
Compulsory reading for the Home Secretary? 

Yours etc,

 B. K. LEVY,


*From Mr Lawrence Parkyn* 

Sir, May I take this opportunity to offer Mr Straw the
services of a company which I am considering forming -
"Gulags 'R' Us" - to provide suitable accommodation for the
increased population of detainees. 

Yours,

 LAWRIE PARKYN,


*From Mr John Taylor* 

Sir, The Home Secretary proposes to lock up people who are
a danger to the general public. Could this be the
Government's attempt at self-regulation? 

Yours sincerely,

 JOHN TAYLOR,
 9 Well View Road,
 Kimberworth, Rotherham S61 2AU.
 February 16. 

---------------------------------------------------------------



UK: NSPCC invests in arms dealers
-----------------------------------------------------------

22 Feb 99

BRITISH charities have invested heavily in arms companies, 
a report out today will reveal. 

The Campaign Against the Arms Trade, which has compiled the
figures, has called on public bodies to adopt ethical
policies and the shares. It has targeted British Aerospace,
GEC, GKN, Lucas Varity, Racal, Rolls Royce and Vickers, all
major UK arms manufacturers. Among the countries to which
the firms ship weapons are Indonesia, Turkey, China and
Saudi Arabia, criticised for human rights abuses. 

*Among those profiting from the sale of weapons are
*charities including the NSPCC [leading anti-abuse charity], 
*which holds shares in British Aerospace and GEC, smaller 
*children's' charities, health trusts, universities and 
*local authorities.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

22 Feb 99

_New unit to treat female paedophiles_

The Prison Service is to open its first treatment 
programme for female paedophiles. There are 20 women 
in prison for the sexual abuse of children. Figures 
show 38 women were prosecuted for such offences in 
1996.

In July an English teacher, Lucy Hayward, 30, was jailed
for two years after having a sexual affair with a 
15-year-old boy. Tina Purser, a nurse, was given two 
years' probation in 1996 after admitting she had sex 
with a boy of 12 when she was 26. Purser pursued the 
affair for two years.

The Prison Service project will be based at Styal women's
prison in Cheshire and is being prepared by specialists
including Jackie Saradyn, a consultant forensic clinical
psychologist at Highroyds Psychiatric Hospital, Chester. 

It is anticipated that the project will be run on similar
lines to the sex offender treatment programme operating in
25 male prisons around the country and using
"cognitive-behavioural" methods to get paedophiles to
accept what they have done and challenge their thinking.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK, The Independent:
---------------------------------------------------------------

_When innocent touches put a teacher at risk_

  Accusations of assault against men in charge of 
  children are on the increase.
  
  When seven-year-old Harry tumbled over in the playground
and grazed his knee, the teacher on duty patched it with a
plaster and banished the tears with a comforting hug. The
incident went unnoticed and the day continued as normal at
the primary school. 

The teacher happened to be a woman. Had the teacher been
male, however, the outcome might have been very different.

Although they do the same job, male teachers are far more
at risk of having an action such as a reassuring pat on the
shoulder misconstrued. A growing number of male teachers
are being accused by pupils of sexual or physical assault.

An accusation, even if later it proves to be total
fabrication, may wreck the teacher's career. 

The idea of falsely accusing a teacher of abuse would have
been virtually unthinkable 20 years ago, but nowadays it is
a growing problem, according to the National Association of
Head Teachers (NAHT) and the National Association of
Schoolmasters Union of Women Teachers (NASUWT). "The number
of situations where litigation becomes a possibility is
increasing," says Chris Purser, the NAHT's assistant
secretary for professional advice. 

Surprisingly, unions and government bodies have virtually
no statistics. The Department for Education holds figures
only for teachers barred from teaching after being found
guilty in the courts of a variety of offences, but it
doesn't record malicious accusations. Union figures, where
they exist, cover only cases where the police have been
involved and the union has provided a solicitor. There are
no figures reflecting the large number of accusations that
are dealt with inside schools and where no action is taken. 

So why the increase? Some blame media coverage of child
abuse issues, which has fostered an atmosphere of distrust
of adults in charge of children, particularly men. Some
blame the poor image of teachers. Others argue that the
1989 Children's Act, while rightly protecting children, has
given them unprecedented powers which they can and do
abuse. 

Sometimes an accusation is motivated by a pupil's grudge
against a teacher or against authority. "Children are more
streetwise than ever. There are numerous examples where, if
in trouble, a child will try to divert attention by making
false allegations against a teacher," says Ron Owen, who is
a regional NASUWT representative. 

In other cases, a child simply misconstrues what was in
fact an innocent gesture. "If the action is unwanted by the
child, it's technically assault, even if the teacher meant
well," Owen says. However, if the accusation is later found
to be fabrication, action is rarely taken against the
child. 

Despite constituting a tiny minority in the primary school
sector - fewer than two out of 10 teachers are men - males
are far more likely to be accused than females. The NASUWT
estimates that at least 80 per cent of accusations are
against males. Ted Wragg, the professor of education at
Exeter University, says: "Men are in a far more difficult
situation than women because there's been so much publicity
about men and child abuse." Often, actions which are seen
as normal when carried out by a female teacher, such as
taking a child on to the knee, are seen as suspect when
done by a male. 

Experts say that this reflects society's confusion over
male roles and equality between the sexes. We want them to
be involved in bringing up their own children, but when
they care for ours, we don't fully trust them. 

We pay lip-service, for example, to the idea of male
midwives and male nannies, but many of us balk when it
comes to choosing a male to care for our own children. 

Perhaps many people also find it difficult to accept the
idea of male teachers caring for small children in the
classroom. We tend, also, to feel more comfortable when
seeing them as authority figures, as is shown by the fact
that, when it comes to the issue of primary school
headships, the male/female ratio evens out to about 50-50. 

"There's a fundamental contradiction which we have to come
to terms with," says John Howson, the visiting fellow of
education at Oxford Brookes University and a former trainer
of primary teachers. "We are saying that fathers can [play
a full role as] parents, but we don't accept them acting in
loco parentis at school." 

At primary level, teachers are seen by many children as
substitute parents. Many children even call their teacher
"mum" or "dad" and look to them for much-needed affection
or reassurance. For children from single-parent families a
male teacher may be the only male role model they know. 
The problem is that acting in loco parentis inevitably
means touching children. If a child is distressed, we
expect a teacher to comfort with a hug. Children touch
teachers, too, as they would their parents. They may stroke
a teacher's arm or leg while he or she is reading or give
them a cuddle. 

The teacher, particularly a male teacher, is in an
impossible situation. "If they do their job as society
expects them to, including fulfilling a caring role, they
risk having accusations of inappropriate physical assault
being made," says Ron Owen. 

The result is that most unions are forced to advise
teachers not to touch or be alone with a child under any
circumstances. "With young children there's an automatic
wish to respond to children who are hurt or upset," says
Olwyn Gunn, the NASUWT's equal opportunities officer. "We
have to advise our members not to place themselves in a
situation where there is any physical contact, as this
might be misconstrued. If a teacher decides to comfort a
child, they must be aware of the implications. It's a very
sad state of affairs." 

It's a sad state of affairs not least of all for the
children. "As part of children's development they need
reassurance and signs of love, affection and respect, and
that includes physical contact," says Professor Sheila
Wolfendale, who is an educational psychologist at the
University of East London. "If touching is seen as taboo,
the teacher can be seen as a remote pedagogue." 

Many teachers feel that they have no option but to follow
union advice to protect their jobs. This may mean
exercising caution in even the most trivial of activities,
such as avoiding touching a child's hand when showing them
how to write or use a computer mouse. Last year the Local
Government Association advised teachers not to apply sun
cream to pupils in case they were accused of child abuse. 

Showering, gymnastics, swimming and changing for sports are
all potentially dangerous areas, even though they don't
involve direct touching. One NAHT member, for example, was
accused of sexual assault after he took photographs of some
of his male pupils in swimming trunks during a residential
course. Of course, it can be almost impossible to teach gym
or swimming effectively without touching a child, but the
risks for the teacher are high. 

Being accused of assault can be devastating for the
teacher. Once accused, the teacher is usually suspended,
though he may not be told why. Supposedly a neutral act,
suspension inevitably brings with it stigma and suspicion.
For teachers living in a small community the pressures can
be unbearable. 

"In my village I'm known as the local teacher," says one
male teacher who was suspended for 14 months on charges of
"inappropriate physical contact". "After seeing me around a
lot at home you got the obvious questions. 'Off work again?
... More holidays?' They knew that something was up.
Eventually you run out of excuses for being seen." 
This teacher returned to his original school after being
cleared. Many others are not so lucky and have their
confidence and relationships wrecked, suffer nervous
breakdowns or are dismissed from their jobs, even after
being found innocent in the courts. 

The Government is calling for more male primary teachers to
even out the huge imbalance, but is it aware of the
pressures they will be under if they do join? If so, what
measures is it taking to ease them? Are we getting to the
age of video cameras in classrooms? 

The NASUWT is currently setting up systems to monitor the
problem nationally. But, most important, say union
officials, is a change in procedures so that teachers are
no longer automatically suspended. Under the present system
teachers are presumed guilty until found innocent, they
say. Guidelines on physical restraint were clarified last
year; perhaps guidelines on comforting should also be
scrutinised. And children who offend need support and
treatment. 

In fact, teachers are now more vulnerable than ever before.
John Howson says: "It would be a shame if the problems
facing male teachers turned primary education into an
all-female profession." 

__LIVING IN FEAR: ONE MALE TEACHER'S STORY__
 
 _The children realised the power they had to get rid of a
 teacher. I wasn't going to let them get rid of me'_

LAST AUTUMN, James, a 45-year-old primary teacher in
Yorkshire, was told that his class of 10-year-olds would be
going on a residential week in the Peak District. Among the
activities the children would be doing were two of James's
favourites, climbing and canoeing. But after much
soul-searching he told his headteacher that he wouldn't be
able to go. He spent the week preparing the following
week's lessons and catching up on a backlog of maths
marking. 

For James, the dangers of accompanying his class were too
great to risk putting his career on the line. Although none
of the female teachers had faced accusations of sexual
assault at his primary school, two out of the four male
teachers had, and James had no wish to follow suit. 

One teacher, Andrew, had been accused by three 11-year-old
girls. This happily married man, himself the father of two
university-aged children, had been supervising a mixed
class for games. The girls were wasting time changing, so
Andrew looked through the glass windows into the classroom
to see whether they were getting a move on. There were no
female staff around to help him. The girls accused him of
being a "peeping Tom", and both they and Andrew were
suspended for two weeks. The police got involved, but no
charges were made. Andrew and the girls returned to work,
and Andrew had to teach them for the rest of the school
year. 

When, a few months later, another male teacher, Peter, was
accused of assault, Andrew couldn't stand it any more and
took a year's sabbatical. He's now supporting himself doing
casual DIY jobs for friends. James believes that Andrew's
and Peter's cases were linked. The children had realised
the power they had to get rid of a teacher. He wasn't going
to let them do it to him. 

With three children of his own to support, James could not
risk being in close proximity to his class for five days
and nights. The nights were the most problematic; he knew
that he would have to supervise both boys and girls
changing into their nightclothes and check the dormitories
at night. A few with difficult backgrounds were known to
wet their beds, and he'd have to comfort them and clean up.
As all the teachers would be stretched to the limit, there
would be no chance of ensuring that another member of staff
was around. 

During the day there would be physical activities, such as
climbing and canoeing. James knew that both were
potentially problematic: his colleague Peter had been
accused of sexual abuse when he hauled a nine-year-old girl
out of the water by her waist after she had capsized her
canoe. For climbing he'd have to help the children put on
harnesses, involving thigh and waist straps. When they
struggled, he'd need to give them a helping shove from
behind, which would mean placing his hand on their
buttocks. It simply wasn't worth the risk. 

James is determined not to let his colleagues' experiences
put him off a career to which he is strongly committed. But
he feels he is being forced to choose between protecting
the children's interests and his own. It's an impossible
choice. 

Names of teachers and locations have been changed to
protect teachers' identities.

------------------------------------------------------------



Book note:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Childhood in the Movies: Pictures Of Innocence"  Richly 
illustrated. Index, 176s. PB 28x22. GB 1992.

  [ No further details - but I havn't checked Amazon or
    Alessandra's Smile. ]

------------------------------------------------------------


ends
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'Flickorna' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

'The Fairy Knight' wrote:
>I would also like to know if anyone knows where a short
>science fiction or fantasy story with a definite GL theme
>might be sent. I have written a few and would like to write
>more, and I also want some feedback.

You might want to try Forever Alice
http://www.geocities.com/Tokyo/Fuji/5179/index3.html

Hello Fairy Knight. It's nice to have you on this list.

'The Fairy Knight' wrote: (addressed to 'TK')
>As for contact with girls, try volunteer work. Promise yourself that
>you wont do anything "innapropriate" (or what sociaty considers so.)

Different people have different ideas about what is appropriate and what 
is inappropriate concerning children. Shouldn't we make up our own mind 
about what is appropriate?

Some people would say that it's inappropriate for a man to allow a 
5-year-old girl or boy to sit on his lap. Do you agree with that? Do you 
want 'TK' to tell a pretty little girl that she cannot sit on his lap 
because some people think it's inappropriate?

Some people would go as far as to say that it is inappropriate for a 
grown-up to be a child's playmate. They say that kids should be 
interacting with other kids. Do you agree with that? Do you want 
'TK' to tell a little girl whom he adores that she should not 
seek his friendship and should look elsewhere for someone her
own age to befriend?

To everyone:

Some people would say it's inapproprite to give a hug or a kiss to a 
child, to show a child your belly button, to lift a child onto your 
shoulders, or to tell a scary story. The list goes on and on. I think 
most of us here know better than to believe anything I mentioned here is 
unsuitable for a child. Don't let yourself worry about what other people 
are thinking. Use your own best judgment and enjoy yourself!

--

'Johnsmith' wrote:
>I do have one question for everyone/anyone - how come we still use
>that horrible "p" word that now has so many bad connotations ?
>I know in the FAQ ianthe explains that the actual definition doesn't
>including harming children, but if wider society has redefined the
>word to mean something that we are not (at least I am not) then why
>don't we ditch it and use something else ?

I agree. But to say that we are not pedophiles would be misleading. I 
support that we should not use the word to identify ourselves, but 
should instead identify ourselves with what we feel: strong emotional 
attachment and sexual attraction to certain kids. (or something like 
that)

'Flickorna'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'PK1'
------------------------------------------------------------------

> 'TK' writes:
 
<snip>
Dude, you sound a lot like I was during my teens, for years I lived
like that.  My main problem now is that I tend to beat myself up over
things that happened years ago (we're talkin' grade school stuff
even).  I'll lie in bed crying about saying something that embarrased 
me back when I was 8, I know it doesn't mean anything now, that it was
just in the past, but stuff like that still comes back to haunt me
every day.

Now, on to my lame advice.

You're not going to like this advice, but it's what I did
and I'm finally starting to live a semi-social life and enjoying it. 
For most of my life I lived almost exactly like you described, but one
day I got so depressed that I couldn't take it anymore.  I figured that
I would either have to start forcing myself to laugh at least once a
day or I was going to end things.  So, I starting going outside a
little more every day,  I smiled and said "hi" to people when I passed
them on the street (extremely hard for me to do, I get very nervous,
even now), I talked to people I didn't even know, etc. and things did
start to improve. It took years, but eventually I got a girlfriend
which really boosted my confidence and made me a little more outgoing
in life.  Sure, she destroyed my life and managed to wipe out most of
my self-respect, but after I finally got over her (looong time) I
found myself even better off then I was.  Now, people chat with me, my
co-workers seem to like me, and on occasion a girl will even flirt
with me (sigh, if only they were a few years younger ;-)

So, my advice is the same you've gotten before, and it's totally lame
advice, but give it a try, it couldn't hurt (at least not to badly).  
 
--

'Surgeboy' wrote: 
> I thought it would be interesting if any one has noticed
> that there are a lot of record covers with (seductive) lg's.
> 
> For example, Blind Faith (with Eric Clapton) has a pubescent
> red-head holding a silver-colored airplane in her hands.
> 
> The shot is from the waist up and it is a nude.
> 
> This was from a long time ago.  Happy hunting.
> 
> Any other works that you have noticed?
> 
> 'Surgeboy'
> ---------------------------------------------------------------
> 
>    [ I think 'Sir AJ' or someone similar sent through a 
>      comprehensive survey of these a while ago - and
>      wasn't there a web site devoted to girls on album
>      covers ? Not sure if it's still up. ]

There used to be an Album section of my old (and offline) YGW site. 
Here's the list from the database.

Group: The Afghan Whigs
Album: Gentlemen
Label: Elektra
Product: 61501-4 (cassette)
Artist: Billy Phelps (photographer), Angel Fernandez (concept)
Year: 1993                        
Description: 
A young girl lies on a bed while a boy sits on the edge of the bed in
this Afghan Whigs cover.

Group: Babes In Toyland
Album: Spanking Machine
Label: Twin/Tone
Product: 89183-2 (CD)
Artist: Daniel Corrigan (photographer)
Year: 1989
Description: 
The cover consists of three girls lying in a circle on a pile of dolls.

Group: Blind Faith
Album: Blind Faith
Label: Atco?
Product:
Artist: Bob Seidemann (photographer)
Year: 1969
Description: Quoted from Rolling Stone magazine, November 14, 1991
The image, which was recently revived for the CD version of the album,
was created by photographer Bob Seidemann, a friend of Clapton's who
had been a poster artist during San Francisco's psychedelic heyday.
His initial idea was inspired by the imminent lunar landing. Seidemann
envisioned a space-ship ("the fruit of the tree of knowledge") held by
a girl ("the fruit of the tree of life").

Group: Cake Like
Album: Delicious
Label: Avant Records
Product: AVAN029
Artist: Rita Ackermann
Year: 1994
Description:
The cover features three young girls, two holding guitars and one
looking in a mirror. The artist is someone worth checking out if you
get the chance.

Group: Dinosaur Jr.
Album: Green Mind
Label: Sire / Warner Bros.
Product: 9 26479-2 (CD)
Artist: Joseph Szabo (photographer)
Year: 1991
Description:
A B&W photo of a young girl smoking on the beach.  Seems the tobaco
compines get them earler every year. 

Group: Kingdom Come
Album: Hand Of Time
Label:
Product:
Artist:
Year:
Description: This cover has a very magical feel to it, it shows a
young girl sitting on a sun-dial. 

Group: Led Zeppelin
Album: Houses Of The Holy
Label: Atlantic
Product: SD 19130
Artist:
Year: 1973
Description:
From me - A remarkable picture of children (a boy and girl) climbing
up a mountain.  A the top of the mountain is a castle.  This is one of
my all time favorite album covers.  The cover can also be found in
poster sized versions at most record stores.  Be sure to by the album,
as the CD and Cassette versions are all chopped to hell and the inside
cover is missing.  Also, the CD version has a big ugly white box over
half the cover, destroying the entire work of art. 

From the "Fresh Petals - Album Cover art" web page - The girl on the
cover of Led Zepplin's 'Houses of the Holy' (there's only one girl) is
the same girl (named Samantha) who was photographed by Graham Ovenden
(see, e.g. "States of Grace") and Hajime Sawatari ("Alice By the Sea"
and "Alice," both Japanese). 

Group: Mendelssohn
Album: Concerto for Violin and Orchestra in E-Minor, Opus 64
Label: ABC Records
Product: WGM-8224 (album)
Artist:
Year: 1973
Description: 
This extreamly hard to find album imported from the former Soviet
Union features a little girl sitting in a chair holding a violin. 

Group: Ozzy Osbourne
Album: No Rest For The Wicked
Label: Epic
Product: EK 67241
Artist: Bob Carlos Clarke (photographer)
Year: 1988
Description: 
The best Ozzy Osbourne cover ever!  It features Ozzy sitting in a
throne, one girl sits to his right, another stands to his left, and
the third is standing to his left and screeming at him.  This looks to
be a scene from the video <i>Crazy Babies</i> from the same album. 

Group: Rosetta Stone
Album: Foundation Stones
Label: Cleopatra
Product: Cleopatra 93232
Artist: Graham Ovenden (photographer)
Year:
Description:
From the "Fresh Petals - Album Cover art" web page - The cover is a
bootleg of one of Graham Ovenden's infamous "Francis Hetling" photos
which were a subject of some controversy (and a failed criminal
prosecution of Ovenden) in the 70s.  See also Life Magazine, August
1981.) 

Group: Scorpions
Album: Virgin Killer
Label:
Product:
Artist:
Year: 1976
Description: 
Takin from the Scorpions FAQ Compiled by Gilbert G. Morton
(ggmorton@pobox.com) 
This record was banned in the USA. The original cover had a young,
naked girl showing with a strategic crack of glass over her genitalia.


Group: Soul Asylum
Album: Grave Dancer's Union
Label:
Product:
Artist: Jan Saudek
Year:
Description: 
From me - Not only is the cover kinda cool, the music ain't too bad. 

From the "Fresh Petals - Album Cover art" web page - Everyone should
know this Jan Saudek photo of the two naked little girls and a woman
walking down a street in an industrial wasteland. 

Group: They Might Be Giants
Album: John Henry
Label: Elektra
Product: 61654-2 (CD)
Artist: Michael Halsband (photographer)
Year: 1994
Description: 
A rather moody picture of a girl kneeling on the ground and holding a
pick-hammer. 

Group: Van Halen
Album: Balance
Label:
Product:
Artist:
Year:
Description: 
My CD seems to have been "borowed" so I don't have the details, but
the picture shows a set of siamese twins on a sea-saw, one is pulling
the others hair.  A very cute picture.  There is an alternate cover
relesed in Japan that just has a single girl in the picture, I have
yet to see it. 

Album: Jeremy
Group: Pearl Jam
Label: Sony
Description: 
Check out Pearal Jams picture.  The CD is Jeremy. It has a good
picture of a little girl in an undershirt. 

Album: Hot Diggity
Artist: Carl Gustav Numboy
Group: Raw Youth
Label: Giant Records
Product: 9 24405-2
Year: 1991
Description: 
This cute cover shows two girls, about 7-8 years of age, from the
waist up wearing paper crowns and eating bananas. The picture is in
black & white but for the crowns and bananas which are colored yellow.

Album: Yesterdays
Artist: Roger Dean
Group: Yes
Label: Atlantic
Product: K50048
Year: 1974
Description: 
The back cover features a boy and a girl, about six or seven, both
naked with pale blue skin in a fantastical landscape. The boy is
standing with his back to us urinating. The girl is seated facing us
with one knee raised, so her genitals are clearly visible. The picture
is also reproduced on the record label. Nothing on the CD cover I'm
afraid, but I think you might just about see it on the CD label with a
magnifying glass.  
Posted by: 'Bandersnatch'

Album: Siamese Dream
Artist: unknown
Group: Smashing Pumpkins
Label: Virgin
Product: 886267
Year: 1993
Description: 
The album cover has a picture of two cute girls (4 or 5)...I guess
they're supposed to be siamese twins. 

Posted by: Rain King

'PK1'
--------------------------------------------------------------------




'Sunstorm' writes:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

'Sanctuary' wrote:
>The day before yesterday I was walking to the bus stop when
>I saw her coming toward me. I waved at her but she pretended
>like I didn't even exist. She ignored me completely.

Little girls seem to have a short memory. Just goes to show you, they are a
lot more important to us than we are to them. I have seen time and time
again, after relationships are over, they just go their merry way and we
suffer. I, for one, am sick of it.

>I have finally concluded that there is nothing more I can do
>for her and I will still hope that she remembers our friendship
>as a positive thing in her life

Whether she, or lg's I have known, have positive memories or not no longer
brings me much joy. It's nice that she has a "positive" memory, but that
doesn't "pay the rent" so to speak.

>I will still continue to be friendly and smile at other girls but
>it is very hard to progress beyond a simple smile on the bus.

This is about where I am too. The effort to attach to an lg is enormous,
the output in terms of psychic energy is incredible, and what do we get
back? A smile if we're lucky, possibly a touch, maybe even a kiss - a
couple years in jail if we're not.

--

'TK' wrote:
>I guess i should just tell a little bit about myself. I'm a teen
>old male girl-lover

You are lucky you are young, TK. That is the main thing you have going for
yourself. Lg's are pretty receptive to young guys. True, it's really not an
age thing, but youth sure doesn't hurt.

>and i desperately need advice on what to do.

Prepare yourself for a life of self-denial and pain.

--

'Mach 1' wrote:
>Check this out: I sent a Valentine's Day card to my sweet little friend
>Val saying she is a special friend of mine

>Well, I received a call from her mother asking me, very upset, what was
>my real intention in sending this card to her daughter.

You should have told her your 'real intention was to seduce her daughter and
whisk her away to an island where you would never be found'. What the hell
did she think your intention was?

>According to her, that card was absolutely inappropriate: It's
>inappropriate to send a Valentine's card in my name addressed to
>her daughter only.

What, she wanted you to put _her_ name on it too? As long as you didn't
admit to being sexually attracted to her daughter, what is so damn wrong?

>It's inappropriate to think there can be a true friendship between a
>40-yr. old man and an 11-yr. old girl.

Bullshit. This woman is obviously spouting the crap dealt out in the daily
news and in the cheap magazines she reads and doesn't have a clue about
either her daughter's capabilities or about you as a person.

>Then I sent her an e-mail expressing my apologies and asking her to try
>to accept me the way I am,

Why must we always grovel and beg forgiveness for loving????

>She finally said it's ok and due to the consideration she has to me,
>she'd try to forget this incident.

Such magnanimity, such largesse! And this, despite all the trauma you have
brought to her little family!

> nothing is going to change during the next 100 years.

You got that right.

>I'm pretty sure she wouldn't think twice in reporting this to the police
>if I weren't a close friend of her family.

Report what? A valentine card? Relax. That would make her look even more
stupid than she does already.

--

'The Fairy Knight' wrote:
>When you feel depressed, go read a good book or watch a
>movie. Depression isnt like most things. Ignore it and
>it WILL go away, eventually.

Yes, it will go away. But the basic problem, the problem of how to find
love for yourself in the real world when the object of your true desires
is not available to you, will _never_ go away, and will be a constant
source of pain and anguish as long as you breathe. I have breathed long
enough to make this statement.

--

'Corman' wrote:

>Well, I must go.  As a side note, my wife and I are having
>baby soon.  I hope it is not a girl.

You cannot be serious! There is nothing in the entire world I would rather
have than a daughter.

And now it's story time. A year or so ago a former girl friend contacted me
and we got together after many years. She had a daughter under age 10. She
knew of my feelings for lg's. She wanted to get back with me, it seemed,
but time had done much to change sexual feelings for her, not to mention
she'd been 16 when we were first going out and was now in her 30's and
looked it. I still wanted to be friends, but this wasn't good enough for
her.

She accepted my feelings for her daughter, but when it became apparent that
we (mom and I) were not headed for anything more than an aquaintanceship,
and that I, in fact, was enamoured of Lo, of whom I have spoken here, then
she started to pull away.

The last time I heard from her a few months ago she told me to stop
"whining" and, if I wanted an lg, to have a family, and "get my own." 
As if it were as easy as going to the store and picking up some milk.

She had led me on, saying she'd had _me_ in mind when she'd had her
daughter and had always hoped I could know her and have a close
relationship with her. (She denied saying this later.) It sounded too good
to be true. It was. She was using her daughter to hook me, and it was
shameless. She promised her daughter could stay with me here at my house
last summer. She even said it would be ok if we slept in the same bed. But
of course, when it came time, none of it came true.

The moral of the story, boys and girls, is: do not let your hopes get too
high, because the higher they go, the more cruelly they will be dashed. It
is not the first time I've known disappointment, not the first time I've
felt the sting of loss, but every time it happens I get a little more jaded
and a little more bitter, as one more drop of hope falls out of a now
almost empty cup.

'Sunstorm'
------------------------------------------------------------------



'Desire' writes:
------------------------------------------------------------------

It's been some time, not because I had nothing to write, but because
I just did not take the time for it. Between all this sadness lately,
I am happy to announce that things are going great here.

Michaela and Alyson, my landlady's granddaughters, really made me
happy. They told me how much they liked me, each on another occassion.
I was playing ballgames with Michaela, and she asked me whether I
would be there again the next day. I had to say no, as I had a dinner
appointment the next day, so I would not be coming home after work,
and she appeared disappointed - she told me she was going to her 
uncle, and meeting a friend there, but despite having a great uncle,
she would still rather play some ball with me.

And Alyson, one week later, told me 'Ik vind je lief'. Now, she was a
bit echoing something similar that I told her before, but I certainly
had a feeling that she meant it. Inside I melted like butter. Hurray!

--

And then, last Saturday I took the train to Germany to meet 'Simon'. 
We had exchanged some e-mails before, and now would be meeting. 
Those are days to never forget. Just being able to talk about those 
things I really think and feel. Pointing out the cuteys that we saw 
on the streets (plenty of beautiful little girls (but then, I guess
'beautiful' is a tautology when talking about LGs) in his town that
day). And giving each other those understanding smiles. Again, I can
advise anyone who safely can to meet another girl-lover. It's worth
it!

On the train back, there were two little boys (estimated ages: 2 and
5) near me. I enjoyed the older one very much by simply playing the
mirror game (copying every one of their movements). Unfortunately,
he was told to stop because the wildness of his movements would
disturb his little brother who was getting to sleep. Remarkably deep
sleeper once he was sleeping, by the way - his mother put him on his
gloves without waking him up! And the older brother kissed him on
his closed eyelids - so cute...

--

By the way, I never hear Ianthe telling about himself. Sometimes I
wonder if he really is 'one of us'. Sometimes I think that he might
be just some psychiatrist who is giving out a large-scale group
therapy through ASGL. But then again, he's spending an awful lot of
time on this. Would any psychiatrist really do so without being
paid? Naaah, don't think so either.

--

'Ianthe' wrote on 13 February:
>  [ Happy third birthday (tomorrow) to ASGL!

Actually the first ASGL-message was date Tue, 13 Feb 1996 19:38:33 
+0000, so even though the first message was a Valentine's Day 
message, the actual birthday is the 13th, not the 14th. At 14 
February 1996, we are already at the second posting.

--

'Scramble' wrote:
> P.S.2 - A more frivolous one. Anyone can tell me what the f**k Aaron
> Carter (the child singer) is? Is 'it' a girl? Or a boy?

Definitely a boy. And not one I like. But then, I'd be prejudiced
against anyone who has the bad luck to be a Backstreet Boy's brother.

--

'Ianthe' commented:
>   [ Nope, there's Isabel who posts (and _is_ a real female) and two
>     or three lurkers who claim to be. ]

'Christin' reacted:
> Hello hello! And what about me??? (Ianthe, there is a list member who
> knows me personal. Ask him if I "_am_ a real female or claim to be",
> OK? :-)
> But I mean, it's "not bad" - Isabel, Christin, and now 'Miss
> Moneypenny'

And what about Ildiko? Hasn't been heard of since September or so,
unfortunately, but still another female here. And Heather definitely
is a female too (although not a girl-lover as for the definition we 
use here). I also remember one more woman posting one or two times
somewhere last year, I think she went by the nickname of 'O'. And I
myself have posted some excerpts from a diary by a female girl-lover.

  [ I think Ildiko un-subscribed. ]

--

From the press-cuttings:

> PAEDOPHILES and dangerous psychopaths will be locked up
> indefinitely, even if they have not committed a crime,
> under draconian proposals announced by Jack Straw
> yesterday.

And what am I to say about those latest British developments? Let's
just keep it at "...and there I was foolish enough to think that the
UK was a democracy..." The only conciliation I can find that by
seriously proposing this procedure, Jack Straw has shown himself to
be eligible - anyone making this kind of law in my opinion clearly
shows himself to both have a serious mental disorder and being a
danger for society. He's certainly more sick than I am.

--

'TK' wrote:
> i just feel so paranoid and intensely out of place wherever i go
> i can't truly enjoy any of it.

Well, that's what you've got to work on in the first place - just
relax. Don't fear that everyone will come shouting 'pervert,
pervert' whenever you spend more than normal attention to a little
girl. They won't. And the girls will love it.

> if you read my last email you probably think that the only thing i
> need is a padded room and a rubber stick to put between my teeth,
> but i'm really not as crazy as i seem in that email or indeed this
> one. i'm just a bit too excited.

Don't worry. Your situation is very recognizable for anyone who has
ever been here for the first time. And we all have, which makes it
recognizable for us all. Just rant on if that has any chance of
making you happy. We're all ears.

--

'The Fairy Knight' wrote:
> As for contact with girls, try volunteer work. Promise 
> yourself that you wont do anything "innapropriate"

I'd love to, but how do you go ahead to find it? I mean, firstly how
do I find a group or organization that needs a volunteer to work with
children, and secondly how do I offer my services without immediately
sounding suspect?

--

'The Corman' wrote:
> Well, I must go.  As a side note, my wife and I are having 
> baby soon.  I hope it is not a girl.  Be careful, all.

Why? Don't you trust yourself?

'Desire'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'mgk' writes:                    
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hello fellow listers, I'd like to take this chance to introduce myself 
and tell you a little bit about me.

My name is 'mgk' ,and as you can tell, I'm new to the group. I'm
also a bit new to the internet. I've only been online for a little 
over six months,so please bare with my writing style and typing,
I'm new to all of this.

I hail from one of the worst countries in the world, a country that 
condemns us for who we are, what we think, what we believe, and what 
we love. We are not demons, we are not evil. We are Gods' children,
and we love Gods' children. Why can't society understand that? I 
always thought you couldn't be discriminated against because of 
your age, gender, religious beliefs, or sexual orientation.
I guess I was wrong.                    

I`m a single guy in my late twenties, that hasn't had a real adult 
relationship ever,mainly because I do not desire adult women.I only 
recently realized this though. It all started about five years ago,
when I noticed my neighbors' little girls for the first time. At 
that time they were five and seven, two little beautiful blonde girls 
playing in the backyard like children do. I would watch them for hours,
just watching them play, laughing, having a good time. I never really 
understood at first, why I'd continue to watch them so content.

I'd even run into them once in a while and say hi, they were so 
friendly,they were always so polite,and they would always make 
eye contact with me for a few seconds,like they secretly knew 
I was in love with them.                                         

Well, five years has gone by, and they're now ten and twelve, still 
innocent beautiful angels, but it's gone too far for me. I'm 
starting to get sexual desires for them, both of them. And it's 
really hard to control sometimes. I haven't done anything sexual 
with them, but I'm worried I could.                         

I really don't have a problem with who I am, because I know I am 
a good person, and I would never, ever hurt people so precious.
But I guess in society's eyes I am a demon, I am a pedophile, and 
I should be castrated.
 
I don't really know what to do about my desires, if I act on them, 
I could go to jail and live in pure hell. And if I don't act on 
them, I'm in pure hell still. I really could use some advice from 
the group. How do you love, and not truely love?

Well,if anything, I'm really glad I found a group like this to talk 
to, and I hope we're all around for a long time. Let's all try to 
keep up the good work. Until next time...
                               
'mgk'
----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Simon' writes:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Hi TK - welcome here on ASGL-L!

>if you read my last email you 
>probably think that the only thing i need is a padded room and a 
>rubber stick to put between my teeth, but i'm really not as crazy as i 
>seem in that email or indeed this one. i'm just a bit too excited.

You are not as crazy? Sometime I get at least as crazy as you thought you 
would appear! ;-)  Just stay in, share your feelings and try to catch up 
a bit of the energy that this list is able to give to all of us! Just
speaking about thoughts and feelings makes to world a bit easier to live 
in! (sorry if my English is not perfect, I am not a native speaker 
but German) Hugging you!!

--

'Johnsmith' wrote:
>Hi all, just a short message to make sure I'm doing this right,
>What a relief it was to come across you guys on the net ! I do
>have one question for everyone/anyone - how come we still use
>that horrible "p" word that now has so many bad connotations ?
>
>I know in the FAQ ianthe explains that the actual definition
>doesn't including harming children, but if wider society has 
>redefined the word to mean something that we are not (at least
>I am not) then why don't we ditch it and use something else ?
>Just a thought....
>
>PS. Are there any other people from large countries here ?
>
>'Johnsmith' 
>(I know, boring nickname - couldn't think of anything else)

Well, I am from a rather small country as you just read but here the 
word 'pedophile' seems starting to loose it's bad meaning. But we 
have had lots of discussions about this - so some use the word like 
I do, because it is THE word for it (why creating new word for 
existing things?), others dislike it and chose another. Feel free 
to use the terms you like!

--

>SENATE BILL 203
>
>SB 203 is a drastic bill prohibiting public nudity
>throughout the state. It is patterned after the 
>severe Indiana statute, and it was introduced into 
>the South Carolina Senate by Sen. Michael Fair
>(R-Greenville). 
>
>The bill establishes a penalty for nudity of up to a 
>year's imprisonment, in addition to a fine of up to 
>five thousand dollars. It lumps mere nudity into the 
>same category as "deviate sexual conduct."
>
>SB 203 criminalizes bare female breasts, and it also 
>makes it an crime for a man or a boy to expose "any 
>part of the nipple."
>
>+ Original Source of article
>[http://www.naturist.com/NAC/alerts/43.htm] 
>
>--------------------------------------------------------------
>
>   [ Hey, those down-home boyz are gonna _love_ wearing 
>     bikinis at the pool... ;) ]

This article and the discussion about the Calvin Klein ad made me once 
again ROTFL and being very very glad to live far away from USA! I am 
very keen on watching pictures of South Carolina's beaches with all 
men wearing bikinis! I think such a pic would have good chances in 
a "pic of the year selection" ;-)

Huggs to all who have to live with such laws!

'Simon'
---------------------------------------------------------------------



'Lynn' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

I am a new member of this group and so I took a couple of weeks just to 
review the kind of interests people had and the problems they were 
trying to deal with.  I'm certain from what I have seen discussed thet 
my "condition" is not unusual and that support and help may well be at 
hand.

Until 3 years ago when I first had access to the internet, which was for 
business purposes - e-mail specifically - that I was curious what would 
happen when you punched in some magic words on the search engine. 
Well after a wading through a sea of adult porn pay-site come-ons 
I came across purely by accident a couple of pictures on a site called 
"Laika". Well I was smitten, and the rest is history.  I found them 
to be very powerful and erotic images and was curious to see if there 
were more such images available. I checked out various other sites 
and then found usenet newsgroups. Well, this turned my life upside 
down.

Now having rambled on the question for me is -- am I a sick person, 
will I ultimately develop into a "potent pedo" and how long can I 
keep up my ritual of masturbating a minimum of 3 times a day 
before the bloody thing falls off !!

I've been married for 23 years and love my family dearly.  I have 
three beautiful daughters - and the thought hasn't even crossed 
my mind.  Sure I've seen them run around naked over the years,
and watch them develop very nicely, but I would never in a million 
years want to interfere with them or their friends... or any 
other kid. Looking is what I enjoy doing !!

'Lynn'
-----------------------------------------------------------------------



'Brother Chubba' writes:
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Righty-O, I'd better get on with this post thingy then.  I have been 
meaning to subscribe to this group ever since I discovered the archive 
site and got a hold of some back copies.  Now that I've finally got 
around to writing I dont really know what to write...  Tell you what, 
I'll just introduce myself for now and catch up with current discussion 
topics for later posts.

I am 'Brother Chubba', I am 19 years old and have known I was a pedophile 
since I was about 14-15.  This doesn't mean that's when I came to terms 
with it, I'm still coming to terms with it now.  Trying to identify 
exactly when I realised I was a pedo is not easy, I just remember one 
day getting really aroused when my mothers friends' daughter, of around 
three, ran around naked after a bath.  From this point on I was pretty 
much a full-blown pedo.  These days, at seven, the same girl (let's 
call her 'S'), is extremely cute, and while I have never done anything 
sexual with her, she loves me more than anyone except her mother and my 
mother (who is also like a mother to her).  Since my mother and her mother 
are such close friends, every other day I can sit in my room with this 
little bundle of giggles on my lap, and we can talk, watch TV, or play 
on my computer.  

Anyway enough of this rambling off the subject, back to me (sorry 
to those who were enjoying that but I'm sure no-one will object 
to me continuing that some other time :D) I am a student in the 
North of England and I spend a lot of my time with friends playing 
cards and drinking as heavily as any other 19 year old lad, this does 
leave plenty of time for lg watching and studying so overall I have an 
extremely full life (mostly).  Anyone who travels on the local train 
network, may have noticed the abundance of lg's around in the 
morning, all dressed in their school uniforms, this can brighten 
up even the dankest of mornings and makes me get up early even when I 
don't have to. :D  I am not strictly "kid only" however, and currently my 
walls are adorned by Christina Ricci, Jennifer Love Hewitt (the TV is 
just showing the hilarious Mc Donalds ad with Alan Shearer in Italian  
nothing to do with lg's but great non the less Por Favoray Bonny lad! ), 
Sarah Michelle Gellar, Natalie Imbruglia (nice) and several Babylon 5 
posters.  Anyway, I hope you all receive me well and I hope to make a 
good contribution in the future!

'Brother Chubba'

PS Does anyone else in the UK think the new Captain Birds-Eye is awful 
compared to the old "pedo" one?

PPS Leon (The Professional) - the "Impressions scene", need I say more?

-----------------------------------------------------------------------



'The Bastard' writes:
---------------------------------------------------------------------

It's been quite a while since I have posted here, so I will probably 
have to re-introduce myself.  I perfer to be known only as "The 
Bastard".  If any remember it, I had an area on the web-site known 
as the Pedophile Liberation Front.  I had written of my care for a 
little boy and girl known to me (who I am still close to).

...recently I was watching the two children (The girl, "A", and 
the boy "D") for a time while the parents had gone away for a 
short time to run an errand or two.

While watching the two I had lain down upon the bed while watching the 
telly, with the two tykes sitting next on either side.  I caught a 
glance, and looked to find the 5 year old "A" with her hand in her 
knickers, apparently quietly giving herself a rub.  I wished I could 
had taken her clothes off and helped :> but that is not to be.  I 
ended watching her for a good ten minutes until she stopped...

Other friends wonder why I never complain about watching the children 
for them :>

'The Bastard'
------------------------------------------------------------------
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* Denmark: Danish psychologist sacked for comments on pedophilia
* Eire: Schoolgirl develops the latest word in fast encryption
* UK: More reaction to the steady erosion of legal rights in the UK
* UK: Boy, 11, registered as a sex offender
* UK: Call for fewer sex offenders to be prosecuted
* Australia: In praise of Lolita, a funny love story
* Book note


    "If New Labour were a Mafia gang, Mr Straw would be 
     their lawyer" -- The Scotsman, 23/02/99



Denmark:
----------------------------------------------------------------------

14-02-99 

_Danish Psychologist Sacked For Comments on Pedophilia_

The Naestved County psychologist has been fired for alleged 
controversial statements on paedophilia, but has said he 
will sue the county for unjustified dismissal. Chief 
Psychologist Bent Petersen was fired following statements 
suggesting that paedophilia and incestual relationships 
were not necessarily bad for children. Petersen, with backing 
from legal specialists, says he will fight the decision 
because controversial statements are neither illegal nor
enough grounds for dismissal.

Petersen, who was previously excluded from the Danish 
Psychology Association, says his statements have been 
misrepresented.

http://www.banns.com/aarticles/COPCALL/140299_CC_Copenhagen%20Calling.htm

-----------------------------------------------------------------



Eire:
-----------------------------------------------------------------

_Schoolgirl Develops The Latest Word in Fast Encryption_

Feb 24 1999 

 A 16-year-old schoolgirl has developed an encryption
algorithm that could be 10 times as fast as RSA, the code
that safeguards most of the traffic now traversing the
Internet. And if the new technique proves as strong and
speedy as it seems, it could become the main method for
protecting online transactions.

Sarah Flannery, on a work experience placement at the 
Dublin office of Baltimore, showed an interest in 
cryptography so was given an unfinished algorithm to 
work on. "She took it and made it work," said senior 
cryptographer William Whyte. "Then she invented a 
variation of it that's twice as fast." "Usually we 
just walk around and make tea," Flannery said. "But 
Baltimore was really good to me."

The exact details of Flannery's algorithm, which is called
the Cayley-Purser algorithm, have not yet been released to
the public. Baltimore wants to test it in-house first to
make sure there are no holes. Then, says Whyte, other
cryptographers will take a look at it. "If no one has
successfully attacked it in about three years, it could
start to be seen as a commercially viable alternative to
RSA," Whyte said.

"This is the type of thing that could change the face of
security in seconds," said Steph Marr, vice president of
information security at networking consultancy Predictive
Systems, in New York. "If it turns out to be faster and as
good as it seems, it could eventually replace RSA." And
having multiple cryptography schemes to choose from will be
a good thing, he said, because "it greatly improves
security for e-commerce transactions."

-----------------------------------------------------------------



UK: more reaction to the steady erosion of legal rights in the UK
-----------------------------------------------------------------

23 Feb 99

_Anthony Scrivener QC - A principle of justice in jeopardy_

 A vote-winning law and order government needs convictions
 and more criminals locked up.

[discussion of the Lawrence enquiry ... ]

Law and order has become a political issue. There are
votes to be won by being seen to be hitting criminals (by
this is meant all those charged with criminal offences).
A vote-winning law and order government needs more 
convictions and more criminals locked up. Here is 
another opportunity to be seen to be taking a tough line. 
The present Government has readily taken on the mantle
assumed by the Tory's last home secretary. Tory bills were
immediately adopted and the Labour Government propose to go
much further than a Tory government would ever have dared. 

Disclosure by the police to a defendant in a criminal trial
has been curtailed to such an extent by statute that had
these rules been in force at the time the Guildford Four
and many others would still be in prison. The relevant
documents would not have had to be disclosed.

By another recent statute a wide discretion is given to the
prosecution to have a witness's statement read at a trial
without the defence being able to cross-examine the witness
at all. This is no longer limited to witnesses who are ill
or beyond the seas.

The Government also plans to remove the right for trial by
jury in a large category of cases. The real reason is that
magistrates convict more than juries.

The mutilation of criminal legal aid and the introduction
of the public defender system will ensure that the best and
most experienced will only be available to the prosecution. 

The only real questions are how much the muted Labour
back-benchers will put up with, and to what extent the
European Court of Human Rights will intervene and strike
down such restrictions.

A properly constituted commission would have considered the
impact of the European Convention of Human Rights before
recommending the abolition of the double jeopardy rule. The
Lawrence inquiry did not. If they had they would have
realised that the European Court would be most unlikely to
tolerate the abolition of a rule which is considered to be
a fundamental part of our criminal law system.

_The author is a former chairman of the Bar Council_

------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

23 Feb 99

_Boy, 11, registered as a sex offender_

AN 11-year-old boy who indecently assaulted a girl aged
two is believed to be the youngest person to be placed 
on the Sex Offenders Register. 

The boy, a primary school pupil from Edinburgh, pleaded
guilty to indecent assault at Newcastle Crown Court
yesterday.  The incident happened at Gateshead last 
August while the boy was on holiday. 

Yesterday Edinburgh City Council social workers said 
that he would not be allowed to return to school until 
a risk assessment had been carried out. Police, social 
services and education staff will meet today, and 
parents with children at the school will be informed 
by letter.

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

23rd Feb 99

_Call for fewer sex offenders to be prosecuted_

 THE Scottish Prisons Ombudsman yesterday claimed that
Scotland would be a safer place if fewer sex offenders 
were prosecuted.

 Dr Jim McManus, said that failed prosecutions left the 
victim feeling further violated and reinforced sex offenders' 
idea that they were doing nothing wrong. He added that, as 
a result, society was less safe.

 Rather than stretch the criminal justice process in order 
to get more convictions, Dr McManus, a research fellow at 
Dundee University, said that society ought to try other, 
more victim-centred approaches in cases where there was no 
hope of finding the abuser guilty in court.

 Speaking to a one-day conference on the treatment of sex
offenders, he suggested mediation between the victim and 
offender, and asking the offender to make reparation and 
accept treatment, as ways of preventing further offences.

 Dr McManus is also a former member of the Scottish Parole 
Board, a government adviser on parole and related issues, 
and a consultant to the English prisons inspectorate. 

 Dr McManus, who made plain that he was giving his personal 
opinions rather than speaking in his role as the Scottish 
Prisons Ombudsman, went on: "We must be very sure that we 
can obtain an conviction before we prosecute. There must 
be enough evidence to get a conviction. I want that test 
to be applied very, very strictly."

 "We have too readily discounted use of mediation and 
reparation in sexual offences, assuming that, because 
they are serious offences, the only serious response 
is prosecution. I think we need to question that. If 
mediation and reparation can produce a more effective 
result for the victim first and foremost and for society
second, we should be considering them."

Brian Fearon, the convener of the criminal justice committee 
of the Association of Directors of Social Work, said: "I 
agree that the victim's view should inform what we are 
doing, but this is a radical proposal and I am not sure 
it would work unless we could take communities with us."

------------------------------------------------------------



Australia:
------------------------------------------------------------

_26 February 1999_       

_In praise of Lolita, a funny love story_

_WELL over 40 years ago, John Ray junior, PhD, concluded
his foreword to a controversial new novel by declaring:
"Lolita should make all of us - parents, social workers,
educators - apply ourselves with still greater vigilance
and vision to the task of bringing up a better generation
in a safer world."

 I suspect it's a sentiment that would be applauded by
those, like the South Australian MP Trish Draper and
Australian National University visiting fellow Susan
Edwards (on this page yesterday), who advocate the banning
of the latest film version of Vladimir Nabokov's book.

 Draper, who has not seen the new film, describes the book
as "pretty bleak and black". But I wonder if she read all
the way through to an afterword by Nabokov, in which he
gives the punchline to one of his many jokes. "Suave John
Ray," as Nabokov calls him, did not exist. He is a
character invented by the author, just like Lolita and his
antihero, the poetic and pathetic Humbert Humbert.

 Is it coincidence that Nabokov gave John Ray, purportedly
the editor of Humbert's "remarkable memoir", the name of
a pop star famous for songs about crying? I doubt it. I
suspect Nabokov was playing games and would have loved the
idea that readers could still nod approvingly at Dr Ray's
description of Humbert: "He is horrible, he is abject, he
is a shining example of moral leprosy."

 He is also the central character of Nabokov's remarkable
novel. And one of the many achievements of Nabokov is that
his moral leper is more of a bumbler than a monster. Would
any self-respecting monster call himself Humbert Humbert (a
"bizarre cognomen", as Ray calls it) or be afflicted with
dyspepsia during an attempted seduction?

 As a father, I don't feel threatened by the new film. I
hope it is faithful to the novel, which is one of my
favorites. If it is, it will be more tragic than shocking;
funny rather than the stuff of fantasies. I am looking
forward to hearing actor Jeremy Irons speak the novel's
wonderful opening lines: "Lolita, light of my life, fire of
my loins. My sin, my soul. Lo-lee-ta: the tip of the tongue
taking a trip of three steps down the palate to tap, at
three, on the teeth. Lo. Lee. Ta."

 This is poetry. As Nabokov himself wrote: anyone expecting
a lewd book is soon puzzled and eventually disappointed.
Yet, at a time when Woody Allen and Soon-Yi Previn have
been accepted into polite society, Lolita still has the
capacity to shock, as it did in the 1950s. Four publishers
rejected the manuscript because of its theme.

 Lolita the novel, and possibly also the new film, is
consistently misrepresented by those who object to it.
Humbert's attempted seduction of his stepdaughter takes
place at a hotel called the Enchanted Hunters. But Humbert,
Nabokov's enchanted hunter, finds that the nymphet Lolita
is more worldly than he had imagined. In many ways it is
she who seduces him.

 And, as Humbert says in his narrative: "Did I deprive her
of her flower? Sensitive gentlewomen of the jury, I was not
even her first lover." The hapless Humbert discovers that
the object of his obsession was "a hardly formed young
girl whom modern co-education, juvenile mores, the campfire
racket and so forth had utterly and hopelessly depraved".

 Lolita is too complex to be dismissed simply as a "sex
film" or "child-sex film". Forty-three years ago,
Nabokov anticipated many of Draper's arguments: "That my
novel does contain various allusions to the physiological
urges of a pervert is quite true. But after all we are not
children, not illiterate juvenile delinquents, not English
public schoolboys who after a night of homosexual romps
have to endure the paradox of reading the Ancients in
expurgated versions."

 Lolita comes with a clamor. Shoot-'em-up films such Mel
Gibson's latest, Payback, or Bruce Willis's Die Hard series
attract much less controversy. That is the real obscenity.

-----------------------------------------------------------



Book note:
-----------------------------------------------------------

 _Coming of Age_ by Don Lort; December, 1997; 216 pages;  
 100+ photos; ISBN: 1889138029

 Thick paperback viewer's guide to coming-of-age films.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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USA:
------------------------------------------------------------

_Wisconsin Supreme Court rules anti-pornography law is 
 unconstitutional_
 
February 27, 1999

MADISON, Wisconsin (AP) -- Charges against an Eau Claire
man have been thrown out by the Wisconsin Supreme Court in
a ruling that struck down part of the state's anti-
pornography law. 

The court dismissed two counts of sexual exploitation
of a child against Joel Zarnke, 59, who was accused of
downloading Internet pictures of naked boys and
distributing them in 1995 and 1996. 

In a 6-1 ruling Friday, the justices struck down the
portion of a 1987 law used to charge Zarnke, ruling it
unconstitutional because it requires the defendant to 
prove his or her lack of knowledge of the child's age 
and violates the First Amendment. 

Zarnke, who is out of jail on bond, will still be
prosecuted on charges of child enticement and possession 
of child pornography, prosecutor Raymond Pelrine said. 
A trial has not been scheduled. 

Zarnke has pleaded innocent. If convicted of both charges,
he faces up to 12 years in prison and a $20,000 fine. 

------------------------------------------------------------



UK:
------------------------------------------------------------

February 26 1999     

_Channel 4 fined for fake rent-boy documentary_

THE Independent Television Commission will announce today
that it has fined Channel 4 for the first time. The penalty
has been imposed because it broadcast a documentary about
rent boys in which key scenes were faked. 

The 150,000UKP [$250,000] fine was imposed after Channel 4 
admitted that a "deliberate and organised deception" took 
place over *Chickens,* a documentary that purported to 
show underage rent boys plying their trade in Glasgow. 

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK:
-----------------------------------------------------------

26 Feb 99

_Paedophile bill in civil liberties row_

 Demands for greater safeguards were demanded in the Commons
 today to stop innocent people being banned for life from
 working with children. 

As an overwhelming number of MPs backed a Private Member's
Bill bringing in new laws to help keep suspected paedophiles 
from working with children there were calls for more work 
to be done to prevent someone being maliciously black-listed 
by a child or an employer. 

Opposition MPs warned they would seek amendments during the
next crucial Committee Stage of the Protection of Children
Bill to meet civil liberty concerns. 

The Protection of Children private member's Bill, sponsored
by Debra Shipley, the Labour MP for Stourbridge, would ban
all childcare organisations from employing anyone on a
national register drawn up by the Government, and require
employers to submit the names of suspected paedophiles. 

Opposition MPs backed the principle of the Bill but said
further action was needed to prevent people being unfairly
stigmatised for life.

James Paice, the Tory MP for Cambridgeshire South East,
cautioned against "malicious reporting" of people to the
list and urged rigorous checks because suspects would be
considered "guilty until proven innocent". 

Jackie Ballard, the Liberal Democrat MP for Taunton, said
the ability to check the lists needed to be extended to
every employer. 

The Bill was given an unopposed second reading and stands a
good chance of becoming law, having the support of the
Department for Education and Employment, the Home Office
and the Department of Health. 

-----------------------------------------------------------



UK provincical newspaper editorial:
-----------------------------------------------------------

  Our ancient right to silence in court has already been 
eroded. Jack Straw has announced plans to lock up 
"anti social elements" without the formality of a trial.
Tony Blair has suggested that those who subscribe to the
wrong belief system deserve to loose their jobs.

  This week, the enquiry into the Stephen Lawrence murder
seriously suggested extending the Race Relations Act into
private places, including your home, and axing the 
centuries-old law preventing a suspect being tried twice
for the same offence.

  Each of these sanctions, taken in isolation, may seem 
reasonable, especially when the justification is the "war
against terrorism", "the war against paedophiles", or "the
war against racism.  Yet together, these measures and 
others represent an assault on personal liberty unseen in
living memory and more stringent than some wartime 
restrictions.

  Historians will ponder how all these right-wing measures 
came to be introduced by a government trading under the
name of Labour.

  And they may think how ironic it was in 1999 that the 
death of Stephen Lawrence, the victim of fascist bully-boys,
became the catalyst for the sort of laws that fascists 
love.

-----------------------------------------------------------



USA:
-----------------------------------------------------------

February 25, 1999   

_Judge 'stings' pedophile with 20-year sentence_

Coeur d'Alene _ Saying child molestation is a crime that
requires a sentence with "a little sting," a judge on
Wednesday sentenced a 24-year-old man to 20 years in 
prison.
 
Brian J. H. must serve five years of the prison term
before he can apply for parole, 1st District Court Judge
Gary Haman said.
 
H. had pleaded guilty to two counts of lewd conduct
with a child under 16.
 
The Coeur d'Alene man was charged with molesting four
girls ages 3 to 7. All were children of family friends.

An emotional H. begged the judge not to send him to
prison, saying he has been successful in treatment 
programs since his arrest last July.

---------------------------------------------------------


BoyChat snippets:
---------------------------------------------------------

Many of the older posters here will recall that A UK
BoyChat poster named Crobin has been in trouble with the
police for computer-related "crime".

He was caught up in the tail end of an international sting
in 1996 and faced charges of trafficking in "child
pornography" and of constructing pornographic images of
children - it is alleged he transferred childrens' faces
onto adult erotic images... recently outlawed as a crime in
the UK.

At his earlier trial in May last year the Jury not only
failed to reach a verdict they also stated that they could
never reconcile their opposing views on his case. His
defence drew on the fact that as a Keele University
psychology student Crobin was researching in the field of
Child Porn. What seemed to have nailed Crobin then and has
certainly led to his final conviction this week was the
evidence given by an internet BL friend of Crobin's from
the US who voluntarily testified in the UK that he had
received KP from Crobin in exchange for an amnesty from
conviction himself. This deal did of course involve two
entirely seperate jurisdictions - US and UK.

Crobin was in many ways an exceptional &charming young man
and his life will given the current anti-paed climate in
the UK have been ruined by this conviction and
imprisonment. I know him to be a very tough and intelligent
man who I am sure will survive this ordeal and continue to
present thought-provoking and supportive arguments relating
to boylove.

It is time to mourn yet another victim of an ignorant and
reactive system. And to ask how many more young lives are
to be destroyed by the current madness. Chris used to end
his posts with the signature *Boylove is....*

--

26 2 99

A provincial court judge has quashed a Vernon man's guilty
plea to possission of child pornography because the law
covering it has been ruled unconstitutional.

Judge W.W. Kliner ruled yesterday that Glen Kelly's plea
cannot stand because of a ruling in January involving John
Sharpe of Vancouver.

---------------------------------------------------------



UK:
---------------------------------------------------------

The Times Educational Supplement
   
February 26 1999 
                         
 _Pupils' lies wreck teacher's career_

 Howard Bambridge endured a year of mental torture after
 three boys accused him of assault.

The unblemished 20-year career of teacher Howard Bambridge
has been ended by the false allegations of three primary
schoolchildren whose evidence was dismissed in court as
"totally unreliable". 

The three boys, aged 10 and 11, from Victoria Avenue
primary school in Blackley, Manchester, claimed that Mr
Bambridge, a supply teacher, had handled them roughly,
trapping the fingers of one, and throwing another across a
table. 

It has taken a year for the case to come to trial during
which the 51-year-old could not find work and was forced to
sell his house and car as he faced financial ruin. 
The three counts of common assault were thrown out at
Manchester magistrates court last Friday and stipendiary
magistrate Alan Berg criticised the youngsters as "totally
unreliable". 

Mr Berg said: "There seems to be an unfortunate view in
certain parts of society that those in authority are
precluded from taking any reasonable and lawful measures to
prevent disruption and disorder. 

"This is more unfortunate when society is being invited by
the Home Secretary not to 'walk on by' in the face of
disorder. It will be a sad day when teachers are prevented
from taking any reasonable and moderate corrective methods
to prevent unruliness, disruption and indiscipline." 

Mr Berg added: "I hope that society will not become so sick
that every time such measures are taken people will go
running with a complaint to the nearest police station." 
Mr Bambridge, who lives in Macclesfield, Cheshire, said
that after the past year he could never return to a
classroom. "I feel very, very bitter," he said. He added:
"I have always been in a position where I trust pupils and
pupils have trusted me. Now I feel I could never trust
another child again." 

The allegations were made after Mr Bambridge, a supply
teacher with the Capstan agency, was assigned to the school
for two days. 

One boy claimed Mr Bambridge had grabbed him and "dumped"
him on his chair. A second claimed his fingers were trapped
in a tray while a third said he had been thrown across a
table. 

Mr Bambridge, who was backed by the Association of Teachers
and Lecturers, said: "I never assaulted those boys. I am
firm, but fair and I have never had a problem with kids
getting used to my discipline." 

Ray Mercer, a director of Capstan, said the agency's
stringent checks had revealed Mr Bambridge was "as good a
teacher as you could get". 

Awarding costs to Mr Bambridge out of public funds Mr Berg
told him: "I can only imagine what mental torture you have
had to endure. You leave this court with an unblemished
character." 

Peter Smith, general secretary of the ATL, warned that
teachers must be allowed to do their jobs without "risking
Mickey Mouse legal challenges. We must never go down the
American litigation route or it will be a disaster". 

-----------------------------------------------------------



The Onion interviews the director of Lawn Dogs
-----------------------------------------------------------

_"...Because of the Puritan tradition in America, there is
a very strange bias against the depiction of sexuality."_ 

_by Nathan Rabin_ 

John Duigan is one of a handful of Australian filmmakers
who have been able to achieve both national and
international success: He is probably best known as the
writer/director of the critical and commercial hit Sirens,
as well as the similarly well-received
semi-autobiographical films *The Year My Voice Broke* and
*Flirting*. Duigan's latest film, *Lawn Dogs*, is the
intense, surreal story of the friendship that develops
between an imaginative little girl (Mischa Barton) and the
socially ostracized outsider (Sam Rockwell) who mows the
lawns of her gated community. *The Onion* recently spoke to
Duigan about *Lawn Dogs*, why Australians make better
movies about teenagers, and why he didn't direct *Little
Women*. 

_The Onion:_ What attracted you to the script for *Lawn
Dogs*? 

_John Duigan:_ I think it said some very interesting things
about developments in the culture, about the phenomenon of
the gated community that in a sense builds a wall around
itself to keep the rest of the world out, and about the
implications of a very imaginative child who feels and is
stilted by the forces of conformity around her. But maybe
even more so, I found the usage of the fairy-tale story
very unusual, the way she adapts an old fairy tale to her
own reality and completely re-interprets it, but with just
as much force subverting the expectations of the original
story. The cautionary tale about the dark stranger living
in the woods is changed, so that the dark stranger actually
lives within her own community, or maybe even in her own
family. 

_O: _What sort of preparation did you do for the film in
terms of researching your suburban setting? 

_JD:_ I spent quite a lot of time in the gated community
during the pre-production period. I got to know a few
people who were living there, and I basically spent all
times of the day there seeing how it works visually. I was
impressed by the fact that in the morning, you see all the
cars coming out of their garages and leaving, and then the
only people you would see for the rest of the day until
people returned home were the people tending the lawns. I
was working with details written by [*screenwriter*] Naomi
Wallace, who lives very close to the area we filmed. So
she, as a Kentucky native, is responsible for a lot of the
authenticity of the story. 

_O:_ How difficult was it making a film with a 10-year-old
protagonist? 

_JD:_ Well, I'd thought it would be the single hardest task
to find a girl who could do justice to what is such a
complex and multi-layered role, and initially we thought
that maybe we'd have to get an older girl. But when we
auditioned older girls, it was clear that the scenes played
differently. The film is not by any means a "Lolita" story,
and if we'd cast a 13- or 14-year-old who was going through
adolescence, some of the scenes would have had a very
different feel. We wanted someone who was highly
intelligent, who knew about sex in the way that
contemporary children at that age do, but not someone who
was going through the physical pangs of early adolescence.
We were able to find someone who was actually 10
[*Barton*], and she was a marvelous person to work with;
she had a very strong ability to concentrate on the task at
hand, and whenever the cameras were switched off, she went
back to being a little girl, and we'd play hide and seek,
and she'd have me give her piggy-back rides, and we'd go
down to the creek to look for turtles and that sort of
thing. She was very good. I worked with her in the same way
I would work with an adult. I worked with her and Sam
Rockwell for two weeks beforehand, and she would take notes
on her script and talk about the part in the third person.
She loves acting, which is a great help, and she'd actually
gone into acting herself: She persuaded her parents to send
her to a camp where they did drama, and got completely
wrapped up in that. She has a very mature attitude toward
it. 

_O:_ You mentioned *Lolita* earlier, and though it's a far
different film, *Lawn Dogs* also deals with certain aspects
of the burgeoning sexuality of children. Were you concerned
that your film might have a difficult time finding an
audience, given the problems that the new version of
*Lolita* has had getting released? 

_JD:_ It was a concern, yes. We felt that the story really
doesn't enter into much common ground with that film,
although inevitably there will be people who will tend to
or want to read it more from that direction. But the film
is multi-layered, and it deals more with issues of class
and alienation as well as friendship across generations.
What it is saying is that if there can't be friendships
between adults and children, we're all the poorer for it.
It's in this climate where there is so much attention paid
to child abuse, it sometimes reaches a level where adults
themselves begin to feel uncomfortable demonstrating
affection toward children because of the way it might be
perceived. And I think that's really sad, for both adults
and children alike. Obviously, the film doesn't attempt to
deny the real dangers that exist; in fact, one of the other
characters actually almost interferes with Devon [*the
10-year-old protagonist*] within the context of the fact
that her parents are so self-absorbed that they are
completely unaware of it. 

_O: _Australian films in general have a reputation for
dealing with teenagers and adolescents in a way that is
less formulaic and more honest than American films of the
same sort. Why do you think that is? 

_JD: _It's hard to say. I think it has to do with the
Puritan tradition in American culture. If you're brought up
in Australia, you go to the beach, and all the women are
lying around topless, and nobody thinks twice about it.
People speak frankly about sexual issues, and it's no big
deal. Here, if you take your top off on the beach, you're
likely to be fined by somebody patrolling along the beach.
I think that because of the Puritan tradition in America,
there is a very strange bias against the depiction of
sexuality: You can have the most lurid scenes of violence
and mayhem in films, but if you have anything more than a
relatively tame depiction of sexuality, you run the risk of
arousing the wrath of the censors. It's peculiar, I think,
to Europeans or Australians, that aspect of the society: It
actually succeeds in driving a lot of activities
underground. There's probably just as much activity, but
it's all under a cloud of pervertedness and guilt. 

_O:_ After the success of *Sirens*, were you offered the
chance to direct a lot of big Hollywood films? 

_JD:_ Yes, I was offered quite a few. *Little Women*, for
example. *Free Willy* I was offered either just before or
just after *Sirens*. There were a few other ones I chose
not to do for a variety of different reasons. With a film
like *Little Women*, I felt that since the book was
much-loved, it would be difficult to really reinvent it in
an interesting way, to the extent I would have liked. I've
always been open to doing a larger-budget film if I felt
the material was interesting enough, and if I felt that I
would be able to make the film I want to make. But friends
of mine like George Miller, who was one of my regular
producers in Australia, have had very negative experiences
with studios here, and he's decided he probably won't risk
it again.

------------------------------------------------------------


Book note:
------------------------------------------------------------

ALL PALS TOGETHER: 

The Story of Children's Cinema 

By Terry Staples 

Edinburgh University Press, 14 pounds.99 

Long before the Power Rangers and their like were a twinkle
in some toy manufacturer's eye, the weekly children's
cinema club was the best way to keep kids out of their
parents' way on a Saturday morning. Film historian Terry
Staples has written a fascinating study of this influential
cultural phenomenon of the "children's matinee" in which
rival cinema owners in Britain would offer club memberships
and reduced entrance fees to youngsters, who would sing
club songs and have their imaginations stimulated by
cowboys and Indians, heroic detectives and other wholesome
fare. A serious but not solemn exercise in taking popular
culture seriously, Staples has unearthed a wealth of
material about those darkened, candy-munching days that
left an indelible mark on the generation who experienced
them.

------------------------------------------------------------




ends

